‘spy’ ®*peiiedW&^^;i;;7' 

news ™gaziJ DerTpfe^ '!'<= 

edition^ The diplomat had 
IjgfH^g official in Germany 's eeoSm? ® 
Spo^inforiMli™ on high-te:hnolog^^ro|^S 
The German official info™S 
! ^ office for the protection of the consS^nTnmr 
a* dmmdcd the American leave fte^ountJ^'%. 
Spiegd smi NeiUier the AmeriSi 

i^nor ministry u-ere inmiediate^c^ 
5 iinBday lo comment on the repon. I>r ^^2 

^ «id because Germany aX 
gpod relations incidem was^oIvediJS^n 

services without a formal com- 
piaiffl to the Amencan embassy, nor officially declarinE 
ihe iptamal persona non grata in Germany.^ ® 
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German hostages allowed to phone home 


Sheikh Saad recovering after surgery 

KUWAIT ClTy (AFPi — Kuwait’s crown prince and 
prime minister. Sheikh Saad A1 Abdallah AI Sabah, 
was recovering Siuurday from a successful colon 
operation, officials said. The operation look place 
early Saturday morning and Sheikh Saad's condition 
is “reassuring." the official agency KUNA said, quot- 
ing die royal cabinet Sheikh Saad was first admitted 
to hospital on Tuesday for medical examinations and 
returned on Friday for further check-ups. The 66- 
year-old crown prince is a distant cousin of Emir 
Jaber AI Ahmad AI Sabah who named him crown 
prince in 197S under a power-sharing arrangement 
between the AI Jaber and AI Salem branches of the 
ruling family. The tide carries with it the function of 
prime irunister. 
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Jordan, Palestinians assail U.S. veto of Jerusalem resolution 

Kabariti calls on U.S. to ajfirm no retreat on its traditional stand on Jerusalem 

irafat rejects Israeli plan to withdraw from West Bank areas as inadequate 

Jordan, PNA pledge strengthened coordination to remove all obstacles in peace process 


PALESTINIAN LEADER 
Yasser Arafat chastised the 
United States Saturday for 
vetoing a U.N. resolution 
critical of IsraePs plans to 
build a new Jewish .settle- 
ment in Arab East Jem- 
$alem. 

The United States cast the 
only “no" vote Friday night 
when the Security Council 
look up a European-spon- 
sored resolution calling on 
Israel to "refrain from all 
actions or measures" that 
“alrer tbe facts on the 
ground*' or prejudice future 
talks on die status of Je- 
rusalem. It also urged Israel 
10 abide scrupulously by its 
obligations under imema- 
bonal law. 

Mr. Arafat had called for 
iotemational condemnation 
oflsraers plans to build the 
settlemenL The American 
A put an end lo the reso- 
lution. 

*h is a completely wrong 
deci&ioa because ... the 
Israelis need a strong disci- 
pline jrpm the international 
community to stop the Jor- 
danian prime minister. 
AbMKarim Kabariti, who 
n'as i^&ing Caza for talks 
wiiA Kfr. Arofnt, hinted 
the ved» could hurt Amcri- 
caq's neutral position os 
mediatpr. 

'll really calls for ... new 
.American efforts to prove 
that this v'eto does not mean 
some backtracking of the 
oripn^ position of the 
Ameiiimn administration.'* 
said Mr. Kabariti. 

'Tte United States has 
always said that Jerusa- 
lem’s status should be de- 
termined in the framework 
of negotiations on the final 
stums a[ Palestinian territo- 
ries,** he said ar a Joint press 
conference with Mr. Arafat 
Id Gaza. 

“We are calling on the 
Americans to prove that 
their veto does not consti- 
m some form of pullback 
of iraditionaJ posi- 

rion,*’ Kabariti said. 

After tbe U.S. veto at the 
United Nations Friday. Pa- 
lestinian representative 
Passer AI Kidwa said the 


Arabs would ask for an 
emergency meeting of the 
185-member U.N. General 
Assembly, where there is 
no veto. General Assembly 
resolutions are not binding. 

The vote was 14-1 on the 
resolution, which was 

sponsored by Britain, 

France, Sweden and Portu- 
gal. Tbe United States, as 
one of the council's penna- 
nent members, has veto 
power. 

France said Saturday it 
regretted the U.S. veto. 

“We regret that a consen- 
sus could not be reached on 
a resolution which seemed 
to be a satisfactory compro- 
mise and which reiterated 
in very clear terms a posi- 
tion expressed many times 
on the settlements," for- 
eign ministry spokesman 
Jacques Rummelhardt said. 

"It is efi^tively a veto of 
the peace process, and a 
green light to Israel to car- 
ry on with settlements and 
faits accomplis,’* SaebEre- 
kat. a leading Palestinian 
peace negotiator, told AFP. 

“This proves that the 
United States treats Israel 
as a country that is above 
the law ... this attitude of 
double standards is a 
killing blow to the United 
States’ role as sponsor of 
the peace process and its 
credibility." he added. 

Israel welcomed tbe U.S. 
veto. 

Foreign Minister Da>id 
Levy said he “^predated 
that the United States used 
its veto on Friday to block 
the Europeans' unbalanced 
resolution." 

‘The United Nations is 
not the appropriate place to 
resolve these disputes," 
Mr. Le \7 said in a state- 
ment. 

At the Gaza press confer- 
ence, Mr.Arafat also called 
Israel's decision to pull 
back troops from a smaller- 
than-expected area of the 
West Bank, “a deception." 
Palestinians had expected 
to gain three times as much 
territory in the first of three 
planned troop pullbacks. 

Mr. Arafat flew to 


Amman later Saturday to 
meet with King Hussein. 
Mr. Arafat said he was to 
seek the King's advice and 
“see how he is going to 
help us overcome this 
obstacle.” 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu's cabinet nar- 
rowly approved a plan early 
Friday to withdraw troops 
from two percent of West 
Bank rural areas as part of 
tbe U.S.-backed peace 
accords. 

The agreement stipulates 
a three-phased pullback to 
conclude by mid-1998. The 
size of each wi±drawal is 
not defined. 

Tbe Palestinians have 
said they expect to be in 
control of most of the West 
Bank by the third stage, 
while Israeli leaders say 
they expect to remain in 
control of half the West 
Bank at that time. 

Final borders will be set 
in talks on a pennanent 
peace agreement to begin 
this month and conclude by 
May 1999. 

Israel, with U.S. backing, 
has said it alone would 
decide how much land to 
hand over in each stage. 

Mr. Netanyahu, defend- 
ing himself against hardline 
critics, said Friday that in 
the first stage he was giving 
the Palestinians tbe small- 
est amount of land he felt 
he could get away with. 

Israel said it would take a 
few days before troops are 
actually redeployed. 

Under the plan, seven per 
cent of the West Bank will 
be transferred from Joint 
Israeli-Palestinian to full 
Palestinian control. 

Another two per cent 
now under Israeli occu{»- 
tion will come under Joint 
control. At the moment, the 
Palestinians have full con- 
trol over 2.S per cent and 
partial control over 24 per 
cent of tbe land. 

Some 700 students, cany- 
ing banners and Palestinian 
flags, took to the streets in 
Gaza on Saturday to protest 
at Israel's settlement policy 
and at Washington's veto. 


Syria: U.S. should reconsider 
position after Jerusalem veto 


Cairo (Agencies) — -A 
Syrian official on Saturday 
called on Washington to 
reconsider its position afler it 
''etoed a U.N. resolution 
criticising Israel over its 
plans to build a Jewish sertle- 
ment in Arab East 
Jwu'salem. 

TTbe United Stales must 
reconsider quickly anti 

Irefore it is too late its posi- 
tion regarding legitimate 
Arab rights and the Israeli 
practices which scoff at those 
rights," said Issa Darwish, 
Syria’s, representative to the 
Arab League. 

“The Arab World, at both 
official and popular levels. 
^ expressed its indignation 
after the American veto,” 
Darwish was quoted as 
saxTug by Egypt's MENA 
agency. 

The United States recog- 
*tises(U.N.) Resolution 242 
whiA regards 
lenisaleoi as pan of the lerri- 
*wies occupied (by Israel.) in 
*967 and despite that it voted 
^gtinst the European Securi- 
ty Council resolution,’' 
i^- Darwish, also Sytia s 
^bassador to Egypt. 

He accused Washington of 
fsnodng its terms of refer- 
ence as a co-sponsor of the 


peace process, based on the 
principle of exchanging land 
for peace. 

Syrian President Hafez AI 
Assad told France's foreign 
ntinisrer on Thursday that 
Syria warned to break the 
impasse in peace talks with 
Israel but the Israeli govern- 
ment was blocking the 
resumption of negotiations. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk AI Sharaa, who 
attended the meeting 
between Mr. Assad und 
French Foreign Minister 
Herve De Charene. told 
reporters that Damascus was 
sdli hopeful for peace with 
Israel. 

Speaking to reporters at 
Damascus airpwt while see- 
ing off Mr. De Charene, Mr. 
Sharaa said: 

“President Assad told Mr. 
De Charene that Syria has a 
desire to break the deadlock 
and the dilemma of the peace 
process but Israel was block- 
ing the resumption of the 
peace talks." 

“The situation in the repon 
is very tense and might 
explode. Syria does not want 
dial and it is still hopeful that 
a just and comprehensive 
peace might be achieved in 
die resiou,” Mr. Sharaa said. 


Mr. De (2harette also 
expressed deep concern 
about the stalemate in the 
peace negotiations between 
Syria and Israel and said 
Paris would continue to work 
with all parties to And a solu- 
tion. 

He said the gap was still 
very wide between positions 
of Syria and Israel. 

Syria wants to resume talks 
with Israel, which broke off a 
year ago, from die point 
where they left off with the 
previous Israeli government 
while current Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu wants to restart 
the talks without cooditions. 

Syria says that Israel's 
Labour-led govemmem, 
which was defeated by Ml 
N etanyahu, had agreed dur- 
ing sporadic talks launched 
in 1991 to withdraw fully 
from tbe Golan Heights. 

“Tbe gap between Syria 
and Israel is very wide.” Mr. 
De Charette said. “We 
understand the Syrian posi- 
tion...(but) all those who 
care about the peace process 
and the resumption ^ talks 
should devote their efforts 
for peace.” 



His Majesty King Hussein on Saturday receives Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat at the Royu Palace (photo by Yousef Allan) 

King, Arafat voice 
determination to 
face all challenges 

Joint committee meeting in Gaza produces 
agreement to step up cooperation in all areas 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 

Majesty King Hussein and 
Palestinian I^sident Yass- 
er Arafat 00 Saturday 
empbasbed their determi- 
uation “to coniront the 
negative measures result- 
ing from Israel's latest deci- 
sion to build a Jewish set- 
dement on Arab East 
Jerusalem land which con- 
stitutes a major obstacle in 
the path of peace," the Jor- 
dan Televisiou smd. 

The two leaders, who 
met soon after Mr. Arafat's 
arrival for a visit, said that 
the Israeli decision contra- 
venes international legiti- 
macy on which the whole 
peace process hinges and 
conflicts with the accords 
signed between the IsraeUs 


and Palestinians. 

Jordan Televbion said 
that King Hussein and Mr. 
Arafat reviewed the devel- 
opments in the last few 
days and the “serious situ- 
ation facing the Palestinian- 
Israeli negotiations result- 
ing from Israel's escalation 
of the tension by announc- 
ing plans for a Jewish set- 
dements on Jabal Abu 
Ghneim in A;^ East 
Jerusalem and by drying 
Palestinian institutions in 
Arab East Jerusalem." 

The two leaders Ireld a 
closed door meeting fol- 
lowed by an enlarged meet- 
ing attended by officials of 
both sides. At the enlarged 
meeting. King Hussein and 
President Arafat reviewed 


the latest developments in 
the peace process and 
efforts to overcome obsta- 
cles obstructing tbe peace 
march. 

Jordan Television said the 
tw'o leaders called on Israel 
to implement the Palestin- 
iao-Israeli agreements, 
adding that King Hussein 
reaffirmed Jordan's support 
ftH- the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) and the 
Palestinian people's legiti- 
mate rights. He voiced Jor- 
dan's rejection of all 
attempts to lay obstacles in 
the path of the peace 
process and of any change 
in the status of Jerusalem 
before the Anal status nego- 

(Continued on page 7) 


Palestine calls for 
urgent meeting of 
General Assembly 

UNTTED NATIONS (AFP) — The Arab group at the 
asked General .Assembly to call an emergency ses.sion after 
Washington vetoed a resolution criticising I.srael for plan- 
ning new' Jewish settlement in .Arab East Jerusalem. 

The Arab group backed a Palestinian call for the emer- 
gency session following U.S. Ambassador BUI Richard- 
son's lone vote opposing a text calling the Israeli decision 
“illegal" and seeing a freeze on plans to build 6.500 
homes on Jabal Abu Ghneim. 

The veto was the third such action against a Middle East 
resolution since the end of the cold war. 

On Monday U.S. President Bill Clinton criticised the 
decision to build in a meeting with Palestinian leader Yass- 
er Arafat. T would have preferred the decision not have 
been made because I don't think it builds confidence. I 
think it builds distiusC* he said. 

But Mr. Richardson said the proposed te.xi was too 
much. 

T am sorry to say that this resolution would not help 
move us forward towards our common goal" of peace, he 
added. “Accordingly, the United States was obliged to vote 
against iL” 

Sbordy after tbe vote on the resolution, Palestine's 
observer to the United Nations, Nasser AI Kidwa. said the 
veto would “complicate" the peace process. 

“(It) might be misunderstood by the Israelis." be said. 
“(It) might be considered as some kind of green light for 
them to proceed with the project." 

“In view of tbe failure of the council to fuIAII its obliga- 
tions. we would request from tbe members of the United 
Nations to agree to a meeting of the General Assembly in 
an emergency session ... and ro rake the appropriate action 
in this regard," he said. 

Assembly President Razali Ismail of Malaysia told AFP 
that the special session would likely to take place by 
Wednesday. 

Qatari Ambassador Nasser Bin Hamad AI Khalifa, acting 
president of the Arab group, took a tough line, calling the 
Security Council a “dictatorial instrument." 

'The General Assembly is tbe only democratic institu- 
tion. There, we have an equal chance," he said. 

Egypt's ambassador. Nabil AI Araby, said the resolution 
back^ by Britain, France. Portugal and Sweden was mod- 
erate since it did not explicidy condemn Lsrael. 

In fact, he said, the Security' Council's reaction was “not 
conunensurate to the gravity of the Israeli decision." 

Without explicitly condemning Israel, the resolution 
demanded that Israel completely abstain from any action 
that would change tbe status of land and damage the peace 
process. 

Israel announced Feb. 26 it would begin building the 
first of 2.500 homes for Jews on Jabal Abu Ghneim neigh- 
bourhood of Arab East Jerusalem, sparking an outcry from 
Palestinians and others. 

Five states — Britain, China. France, Russia and the 
United States — hold veto power in the 15-member U.N. 
Security Council as permanent members. 

But since the fall of the Berlin Wall on Nov. 9. 1 989. fol- 
lowed by the collapse of the Soviet Union and of the com- 
munist bloc, the permanent members have rarely wielded 
the veto. 


Goyernment officials, others see fresh mandate 
for Kabariti in King’s comments on television 

But fewer others have different interpretation on what His Majesty said 


By Farida Salfiti 
Special to the Jordan Times 

PRIME MINISTER Abdul 
Karim Kabariti views the 
comments made by His 
Majesty King Hussein in an 
interview widt Jordan Televi- 
sion Friday as a renewed vote 
of confidence and a call on 
tbe government to accelerate 
and expand its reform agenda, 
sources close to Mr. Kabariti 
said yesterday. 

The King's comments rep- 
resent a clear message of sup- 
port and backing to the prime 
minister and his team of min- 
isteis who have taken their 
mandate seriously," said a 
Cabinet minister who is close 
to Mr. Kabariti. The com- 
ments are also “a message to 
the prime minister's political 
rivals that placing obstacles in 
the face of his programme has 
to stop." the minister added, 
citing as examples the King's 
reference to those parliamen- 


tarians who boycott the 
Lower House and to attacks 
against the prime miiuster and 
his programme by the politi- 
cal elite and in newspaper 
articles. 

'‘His Majesty's statements 
calling for widespread 
changes on the ccooomic, 
social and political levels, 
were seen by the prime minis- 
ter as a call on the govern- 
ment to accelerate ic pro- 
gramme of reforms, launched 
after the King's letter of 
appointment to the prime 
miraser in Febroaiy 1996 
urging a 'white revelation'," 
Ghadeer Taher, Mr. Kabariti's 
press adviser, told the Jordan 
Times. 

**1116 prime minister views 
the King's commems as an 
important addition to the 
mandate he was given when 
he formed his goveramenL 
providing him with ftiil back- 
ing and support,” according 
IQ Ms. Taher. “We consider 



His Majesty's directives as a 
renewal of confidence in this 
government's agenda since he 
is urging the prime minister to 
speed up the reform process 
by adopting comprehensive 
changes in the public sector 
which would involve pro- 
found economic, political and 
social changes." 

The prime minister was 
unavailable to comment per- 
sonally on tbe King's remarks 


as he was in Gaza yesterday 
meeting with PNA President 
Arafat and participating in 
talks between the two le^rs 
here in Amman last nighL 

In the interview aired by 
JTV’s weekly 60-Minutes 
news programme on Friday, 
the King made specific men- 
tion of his desire to enforce a 
separation of powers between 
the executive and legislative 
branches of govemmem. The 
need to review regional repre- 
sentation in the Cabinet, its 
empowerment to act on 
reforms even before the par- 
liamentary elections are held, 
tackling the bureaucracy, the 
cost involved in reforming 
and reducing it and the per- 
formance of the media were 
also mentioned by His 
Majesty as parameters that 
should guide the shape and 
programme of the next gov- 
ernment. 

The King emphasised that 
such sweeping reforms need 


to be embarked upon immedi- 
ately. “We cannot waste a 
day that we can use to achieve 
something or to waste an hour 
or a minute.” the King 
stressed in the interview. 

“1 talked with the prime 
minister a few days ago and 1 
told him that if he still has the 
same enthusiasm, sincerity, 
courage, integrity and hon- 
esty he has been known 
for. .then we will study the 
issues of the coming stage on 
a new basis," the King said in 
the interview. 

Informed sources told the 
Jordan Hmes yesterday that 
the prime minister was so 
encouraged by that meeting 
with the King that he started 
to prepare for a major shake- 
up most likely to take place in 
early April after they end an 
official visit to the United 
States. Both His Majesty and 


(Continued on page 7) 
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Erbakan warns army 
against 'fighting Islam' 


ANKARA (Agencies) — Islamist Prime 
Minister Necmettin i^akan has warned 
Turkey's pro-secular militaiy against 
fighting Islam, a right-wing newspaper 
said Saturday. 

“No one has the power to defeat pious 
people," Mr. Erbakan told a small group of 
journalists at a Friday dinner, according to 
the Istanbul daily Yeni Safak. ‘They tried 
it here and failed, (former Soviet dictator 
Jc^ef) Stalin also tried to right reljgion and 
failed." Mr Erbakan said. 

Mr. Erbakan's remarks followed a bitter 
rift between the prime minister and com- 
manders of the military, defenders of 
Turkey's secular heritage, over an army 
plan to curb creeping Islamisation. 

Following a rive-day crisis and under 
pressure by the army, Mr. Erbakan on 
Wednesday signed the military plan for a 
crackdown against pro-Islamic hardliners. 
But he has given signs of dragging his feet, 
postponing a key cabinet meeting where 
the plan's implementation would be dis- 
cussed until next Thursday. 

The army action plan includes a ban on 
pro-Sharia prop^anda on pro-lslamic 
television and radio, tighter restrictions on 
religious dress, measures to prevent radi- 
cals from entering state administration. 

The military also demands strict sui^'eil- 
lance of rinancial organisations controlled 
by religious fraternities and rirm controls 
on the purchase of pump-action shotguns, 
the sales of which have suiged in recent 
months, allegedly to Islamists. 

A close aide of Mr. Erbakan called in 
comments published on Friday for general 
elections to clear up the dispute between 
the military and islamist-led government. 

“At a time when Turkey is choked, the 
democratic system is being squeezed and 
pressure is mounting, we have to go to 
elections. That is my personal opinion" the 
Milliyet daily quoted state minister Abdul- 
lah Gul as saying. “In a situation like this 
it is best to go the people." said Mr. Gul. 
regarded as the architect of Mr. Erbakan's 
pro-Islamist foreign policy. 

He said the military would back down if 
elections were on the agenda. “When it 
comes to giving an account to the people 
the soldiers' attitude will change." be said. 

Mr. Erbakan's Welfare Party narrowly 
won general elections in late 1^5 with 21 


per cent of the vote on the promise he 
would raise the profile of Islam in Turkey 
after 70 years of official secularism. 

Welfare formed a coalition with Foreign 
Minister Tansu Ciller's Conservatives last 
June after months of political bargaining 
and an interim government. 

Iran to mend fences 

President Suleyman Demirel said Satur- 
day that Iranian President Ali Akbor 
Hashemi Rafsanjani would send his for- 
eign minister to Turkey soon as part of 
eriorts to mend recently strained ties 
between ±e two neighbours. 

“I sent a letter to Rafsanjani. saying our 
ties should not deteriorate and he respond- 
ed positively," Mr. Demirel said in a tele- 
vision interview. “Now the Iranian For- 
eigu Minister (Ali Akbar Velayati ) will be 
coming to Turkey for talks." he told the 
private television channel ATV, 

The date of Mr. Velayati's visit to Ankara 
was not immediately clear. 

Turkish-lranian ties suffered in February 
following a speech by Iran's ambassador 
in Ankara. Mohammad Bagheri. at a con- 
troversial rally in an Ankara suburb where 
he expressed support for efforts to bring 
Islamic law to Turkey. 

Turkey asked Iran to withdraw Mr. 
Bagheri and another Iranian diplomat in 
Istanbul, who also publicly detested 
Turkey's secular regime. 

Iran retaliated by asking Turicey to pull 
back its ambassador in Tehran and another 
diplomat in the western town of Orumieh. 

Iran's consul general in the eastern town 
of Erzurum then added further fuel to the 
rire. denouncing the Turkish military for 
its moves against Islamists. Ankara 
declared him persona non grata in late 
February. 

Mr. Erbakan has sought to boost political 
and economic ties with Iran's Islamic fun- 
damentalist administration at the expense 
of angering Ankara's closest Western ally, 
the United States. Washington considers 
Iran as a main supporter of ‘'terrorism." 

Mr. Erbakan's aides signed a multi-bil- 
lion dollar agreement agreement for Iran- 
ian namral gas for Turkey during a visit by 
the Turkish premier to Tehran in August. 


Women^s plight in Egypt 
ihoiing from bad to worse 


CAIRO (AFP) — The 
plight of women is getting 
worse as religious irulitan- 
cy takes a greater hold on 
Egyptian society, the Cen- 
tre for Human Rights 
Legal Aid said in a state- 
ment here Saturday to 
mark World Women's Day. 

**We are sorry to say that 
the situation of Egyptian 
women is going from bad 
to worse." the centre said. 

It blamed this on several 
measures including what it 
said were laws which con- 
tinue to make distinctions 
between men and women. 

“On the legal front the 
government and its judi- 
cial authorities have failed 
to take one step aimed at 
bridging the gap" between 
the two sexes, the centre 
said. 

It pointed out that “dis- 


crimination" continues to 
be made in favour of men 
on issues concerning, 
crimes of honour and adul- 
tery and noted that women 
in Egypt need approval 
from the husbands to trav- 
el abroad. 

At the same rime Egypt- 
ian women married to for- 
eigners are still unable to 
give their nationality to 
their children although 
Egyptian men married to 
foreigners can transfer 
their citizenship to their 
offspring. 

•‘Attachment to the 
(Islamist) thinking remains 
the major obstacle on the 
path to modernising laws 
which concern civil status 
and families in a way 
which guarantees equality 
between men and 
women," it said. 


It also charged that the 
government was bowing to 
the fundamentalist reli- 
gious message “which 
seeks to limit the women’s 
role to the home" instead 
of helping them obtain a 
fair share of the country's 
economy. 

Earlier this year Egypt's 
mufti sparked a storm of 
protest when he was quot- 
ed as saying that women 
seeking top government 
positions would be acting 
against nature. 

But in February Sheikh 
Nasr Farid Wassel denied 
these remarks and said: “A 
woman can occupy all 
positions of command 
except the presidency of 
the republic. which 
requires special character- 
istics." 


Iran holds 

3.200 
foreigners 
on drug 
offences 

TEHRAN (.Wi — Some 

3.200 foreigners, mainly 
Afghans, are imprisoned in 
Iran for drug offences, as the 
counny intensifies its cam- 
paign against narcotics smug- 
gling, an official said Saturday. 

Mohammad Zaigar. head of 
a presidential task force against 
drags, told a press conference 
that most of the foreigners had 
been arrested within the past 
year. 

Many of the smugglers, part 
of them from African coun- 
tries. were caught with drags in 
their stomach, as the authorities 
are suppressing the more tiadi- 
tionol ways of narcotics traf- 
ficking. He said this "ugly 
way" of smuggling had led to 
the transmission of such dis- 
eases as AIDS and hepatitis C. 
Several addicts had contracted 
AIDS, said Mr. Fallah, but he 
refused to give their number. 

He put the total amount of 
drugs seized since the start of 
die current Iranian year on 
March 21 at 162 tonne& most 
of it qiium. Iran is a transit 
route for drags coming fiom 
Pakistan and Afghanistan des- 
tined forEurt^. 


Full text of resolution vetoed by U.S. 


UNITED NATIONS. March 
7 (AFP) — Following is the 
foil text of the draft resolu- 
tion vetoed by Washington 
Friday in the U.N. Security 
Council: 

The Security Council, hav- 
ing considered the letter 
dated Feb. 27 1997 from the 
permanent obsers'er of 
Palestine on behalf of the 
members of the League of 
Arab States. 

Expressing deep concern 
at the decision of the govem- 
ment of Israel to initiate new 
settlement activities in the 
Jabal Abu Ghneim area in 
East Jerusalem, 

Expressing concern about 
other recent measures that 
encourage or facilitate new 
settlement activites. 

Stressing that such settle- 
ments are illegal and a major 
obstacle to peace. Recalling 
its resolutions on Jerusalem 
and other relevant SecuriQ^ 
Council resolutions. 

Confirming that all legisla- 
tive and administrative mea- 
sures and actions taken by 
Israel which purport to alter 
the status of Jerusalem, 
including e.xpropriation of 
land and properties thereon, 
are inv^d and cannot 
change that status, 
Reaftirmiog its support for 
the Middle East peace 
process and all Its acfoeve- 
ments, including the recent 
agreement on Hebron, 
Concerned about the diffi- 




U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations Bill Richardson (right) vetoes a Secnrity Coun- 
cil resolution at the U.N. in New York late Friday which called for Israel to abandon 
plans to build a new Jewish settlement in Arab East Jerusalem (Reuters photo) 

culties facing the Middle actions or measures, includ- war of Aug. 12 1949. which 

East peace process, includ- ing settieroent activities, is applicable to ail the terri- 

ing the imp^ these have on wfoch alter the facts on the lories occupied by Israel 

the living conditions of the ground, preempting the final since 1967,- 

Palestinian people, and status negotiations, and have 3. Calls upon all parties to 

Urging the parties to fulfil negative implications for the continue, in the interests of 

their obligations, including Middle East peace process, peace and security, their 

under the agreements 2. Galls upon Israel, the negotiations within the Mid- 
already reached, having dis- occupying power, to ^ide die East pe^ process on its 
cussed the situation at its scrupulously by its leg^ agreed basis the timely 

meeting on 5 and 6 March obligations and responsibili- implementation of the agiee- 

1997, ties under the Geneva Con- ments reached. 

1. Calls upon the Israeli vention relative to the pro- 4. Decides to remain 

authorities to refrain from all tection of civilians in time of seized of the matter. 


actions or measures, includ- 
ing settieroent activities, 
wfoch alter the facts on the 
ground, preempting the final 
status negotiations, and have 
negative implications for the 
Middle East peace process, 
2. Galls upon Israel, the 
occupying power, to ^ide 
scrupulously by its le^ 
obligations and responsibili- 
ties under the Geneva Con- 
vention relative to the pro- 
tection of civilians in time of 


Gamaa 'determined to pursue holy war' 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt's 
main armed group, the 
Gamaa Islamiy^. on Sat- 
urday said it was deter- 
mined to pursue its jihad, or 
holy war, against “impious" 
people, a reference to the 
government of President 
Hosni Mubarak. 

“We are pursuing our 
jihad until God grants us 
victory, allow us to set up 
the caliphate and imple- 
ment the Islamic message 
which our enemies are cry- 
ing to erase." the Gamaa 
said in a statement received 
in Cairo by a Western news 
agency. 

The stiuement, signed by 
the Gamaa Islamiyah in 
Egypt, was addressed to the 
‘'martyrs of Abu Qurqas 
and mujahedeen of Egypt" 
On Jan. 23 three memters 
of the Gamaa were killed in 
a gunfight with security 
forces in the region of Abu 
Qurqas, 230 kilometres 
south of Cairo, in the 
province of Minya 

The statement did not 
however, mention the mas- 
sacre, claimed by the 
Gamaa. of nine CMstian 
Coptic youths inside a 
church in Abu Qurqas on 
Feb. 12. 

The Gamaa Islamiyah has 
branded as “impious" the 
Mubarak government and 
has repeatedly called for 
toppling it by force. 

‘^e will not stop tortur- 
ing all the impious" people, 
warned the group, which 
has claimed responsibility 
of a bid to kill Mr. Mubarak 
in Addis Ababa in June 


1993. 

The undated statement 
canied a verse from the 
Koran calling on faithfuls 
“to fight all the impious 
people as they fight you" 
and appealing for “victoiy 
or raa^rdom." 

The group also claimed 
responsibility for an attack 
which it said took place 
recently in the southern 
province of Qena, where it 
said its militaots killed 
police officers Anwar Fuad 
and Alfonse-Nassif. a Cop- 
tic Christian. . i'. . 

They paid - with their 
lives for. .the. i. injustice 
caused to the young faith 
fighters." the Gamaa said. 

A police source in south- 
ern Egypt said the officers 
died when their car over- 
turned on the Qena-Safaga 
road on Feb. 25. 

A total of 1,147 people 
have been killed in Egypt 
since militants launched an 
anti-sovemraent campaign 
in M'^h 1992. 

'Satanists' exonerated 

State prosecutor Hisham 
Saraya has cleared dozens 
of youths arrested in Egypt 
for “Satan worshipping" of 
committing any clearcut 
crime, the government 
daily A1 Akhbar reported on 
Saturday. 

“So far no clearcut crime 
has been committed. The 
law does not punish ideas 
no matter what ±ese ideas 
are," Mr. Saraya told A1 
Akhbar in an interview. 

“But a crime is commit- 


ted when ideas are propa- 
gated expressing contempt 
for religions," he added. 

Asked if his investiga- 
tious had proven without 
doubt that there were 
“Satan worshippers" in 
Egypt, the prosecutor said: 
“Frankly, no. AH we have 
seen so far from the video- 
cassettes and the tape 
recordings were simply a 
show of delinquency on the 
p£ut of some youths." 

Mr. Saraya said that all 
(be'90-sttspie^ts ih’ilhe'cais?'- 
had bdeb-4tileas6iL uk^ud- " 
ing WWis’'ser ftW*' 

on baU and ordered to stay ‘ 
available for further inves- 
tigation. 

On Monday. Egypt's state 
security court freed on bail 
the last four of the “Satan 
worshippers," who were 
arrested in January and 
accused of “ideas contemp- 
tuous of religion,’’ accord- 
ing to police. 

The last suspects had to 
pay 200 pounds ($60) in 
exchange for their freedom 
but an investigation into 
“Satan worshipping" con- 
tinues. 

“This affair is not over 
yet and investigation con- 
tinues ... until we finish 
completely fixim listening 
to ^ the witnesses and 
reviewing all the videocas- 
settes and tapes," Mr. 
Saraya said. 

He acknowledged that the 
“Satanists" had been blown 
up by the media which he 
accused of fuelling “hyste- 
ria." 


Iran's opposition liberal 
leader to run in election 
for Rafsanjani successor 


TEHRAN (Rj — The 
leader of a liberal 
Islamist opposition 
group will present him- 
self as a candidate in 
Iran's presidenUal elec- 
tion in May on a plat- 
form advocating more 
freedom, the Iranian 
news agency IRNA 
i fieportedj - j... ... 
-■ It quoted the illegal but ■ 

. tolerated Iran Freedom 


EFM entrants. The group 
and its allies withdre\v^ 
from the elections after'^ 
they were denied permis- 
sion to hold public meet- 
ings. 

The announcement 
brought to nine the num- 
ber of prospective candi- 
dates in,, die, election, in, 
lyjhich Mr. R^ssmjw 
barred by me conisiitu-' 


Moveinent (HM) as saj^ rion from running . after . 
ing in i stai€^hent'ifoSf‘fB''*"'SKfving tWTS5Ha?C0fi\iP" 


leader, former Foreign 
Minister Ebrahim YazSii 
would register to run in 
the election which will 
choose a successor to 
President Akbar Hashe- 
mi Rafsanjani. 

The group said it would 
take part in the May 23 
poll '^not to seize power 
but to force the authori- 
ties to retreat before the 
nation and to give way to 
free activities by inde- 
pendent political par- 
ties." the statement said. 

Candidates- will be 
screened by the Council 
of Guardians, or a body 
of lawyers and Sbi'ite 
Muslim clerics which in 
past elections disquaii- 
lied all but a handful of 
those who sought to run. 

The council rejected 
Mr. Yazdi's candidacy 
for parliamentary elec- 
tions last March along 
with those of most other 


four-year terms. Regis- 
tration of i^didates 
opens on April 21. 

Conservative Parlia- 
ment Speaker Ali Akbar 
Nateq-Nouri appears to 
be the front-running can- 
didate. 

Hardline conservative 
Mohammad Mohamma- 
Reyshahari, a former 
internal security minis- 
ter, and former Minister 
of Culture and Islamic 
Guidance Mohammad 
Khatami, who is backed 
by radical intellectuals, 
are among others who 
have announced their ^ 
candidacy. 

Mr. R^anjani's cen- 
trist backers ^ve yet to 
announce a candidate in 
the polls to replace the 
outgoing president, 
whose term ends on Aug. 

3. 


I .JORDAN TELEVISION 

I 711 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TVVO 
14:05 ....Cartoon — Jonny Quest 
114:30 Canoon — Problem Child 

15:00 i^rench Programmes 

j 16:00 Doc. Global Family 

16:25 Energy Express 

[ 16:50 Dcx:. — Our World. Their 
; World 

1 17:00 News Flash 

117:15 All Our Children 

18:00 French Programmes 

19:30 News Headlines 

19 Comedy — Fresh Prince of 

I Bel-Air 

j 2(k00 Doc. — World Echo 

1 20:30 Medical Drama — Side 
i Eff^ts 

! 21:10 JDoc. — Tycoons 

j 22:00 News in English 

I 22:25 Hot Shots 

1 23KM) .Sisieis 

I PRAYER TIMES 

05:02. Fajr 

06:20 (Sunrise) Duha 

1 11:50 Dhuhr 

14:53 ‘Asr 

17:20 Maghreb 

1 18:38 ‘Ishu 


Sl Maiy of Nazareth Cliurch 
SweiTieh. Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of (sod Church Tel. 
632785. 

St Joseph Chuich Tel. 624590 
! Church oS the ArmunicadoD 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tei. 661757. 


JORDAN TIMES 


;• 09:50 Aqaba (RW) (departing 

i*] from Marka Airport) 

20:30- Aqaba tRW» 


Terra Saucta ClmrchTc]. 622366 
Anglicaa Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Aimeiuan Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church Tel. 77 1 75 1 . 
Anunan International Church 
Tel. 827126 

Evangelica] Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German-speakiDg Erangelical 
Congregation Tei. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazaiene Tei. 
675691. 

The Evangdical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 811293 

English-.^peaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Tempenituies are expected to rise 
.slightly but remaining below aver- 
age. Skies will be pardy cloudy 
and winds southeasterly moderate 
to acti\-e. In Aqaba, it will be 
warm, winds northerly moderate 
to jcdve .md .seas calm. 
Mia/Ma.^ temp. 

Amman, 06/12 

Aqaba .....11/21 

Deserts. 04/14 


Jordan VaDey 10/19 

Yesterday's high lempenilures: 
Amman 10. Aqaba 20 Humidity 
readings: Amman 34 per cent 
Aqaba 35 percent 

USEFUL 

■TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Ramzi Mazzawi ...........894788 

Dr. RagMin RflrftAeh gh 759200 

Dc KhalidAbdo .657129 

Dr. SafananDaboubi ........776731 

Bias phannacy 661912 

Feidows pharmacy 778336 

.Ai Asema phannacy 637035 

Nairoukb pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy .........636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Najib phannacy S47632 

IRBID: 

Dt GhaaJ Ta’amnefa 

....230080 

fiii CJuds pharmacy ....( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Samir AlLawzi 989601 

Khalifeh phannacy .983417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre ...63711 1 

fWirMwwIVpiitiTnftnt 661111 


Civil Defence Immecfiate Rescue 

- 6-W341 

Qvil Defence Emer- 
gency. 199 

Iteaie PoBceL...192. 6211 1 1. 637777 

File Brigade...... 617101 

Blood Bank..- - -.775121 

Midway Police. 8434(32 

Traffic Police -896390 

Public Securi^ Dept 630321 

Ho(el Complaints.- 605800 

Price Complaints — 66 II 76 

Was* & Seiwiage Cbraptinis -99^ 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

.787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) — 121 

Overseas Calls ................010230 

Central Anunan Teiqihone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali TeL Repairs 661 101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan .774111 

\^^Uer Authority .680100 

J. Electricity Authority 8 156 IS 

Electric Power Co- — -..-63638 1 
RJ Flight Information ..08-S32(X) 
(^ueen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medcal Ceuue — .8 1 38 ] 302 

Khalidi Matemi^.. 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity. 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity ...642362 

Molbas, J. Amman .636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani -.,.....607071 


Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital ....667227/9 
The Islamic. Abdali -.666126/37 

Al-AblL Abdali 664)64/6 

Italian. Al-Mubajreen ..-777101/3 

Al-Bashit 775111/26 

Army. Marka 89161I/IS 

Queen Alia Hospital .-602240/50 

Amal Hospital - 674133 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Suigerv -.863 199 

ZARQA: " 

Zaiqa Govl Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zaiqa Naiitxial Hospital 

- (09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital..... (09)986732 
Al Hikma Modem Hos^rita] 

- -....(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catliolic Hospital 

- (02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

- - - (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03)314111 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This infitmation is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJi btformation 


depanmem ai the Queen Aiia Inter- 
ruuional Airpon TeL (08i53200-S. 
where it should always be ver^ied. 
I/^rmatim on other flights can he 
supplied on phone 08 (52700) 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Fl^fs 

(S:15 ...Bombay (RJT) 

08:35 — .....Jeddah (R) I 


09:15. 

09:50. 

10:05 

10:15. 

Dhohran. Riyadh (RJ) 

...— Duba, Abu Uiabi (lU) 

-Beirut (RJ) 

Dcdia, Bahrain (RJ) 

16:45 New Y(cxk. Amsterdam (RJ) 

17:05 3rtx$.sels, Paris (RJ) 

17:45 .Madrid, Geoe\'a (RJ) 

17rf5 London iRJi 

18:10 

Athens (RJ) 

1920. 


19:40 

-..Rome (RJ) 

20:10 

Frankfurt (Rl) 

20*10 



00:10 

.Cairo iTlTi 

0125 Marrakesh (add) (RJ) 

Other F^hfs 

06:20 Tel Aviv nV) 

12:40. 

■'Rflhraln (GF) 

15:00 

Doha (Q7) 

20:10. 


20*20. 

.......Cairo (MS) 

23:10. 



23:50 --..-.-London, Beirut (BA) 
01:25 Amsterdam, Beirut (KL) 


Rqyal (RW) Fights 

09:20 Aqaba (RW) 

18:55 .Tel Aviv iRW) 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:20- Beirut (RJ) 

09H)5 -Aq^xi, Vienna (RJ) 

09»45 TdAriv (add)fRJi 

10:20 - — J^rankfun (RJj 

UKW...- .Tunis (RJ) 

11:15.— -Rome (RJ) 
11:30 Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 
12:15 Londi») (RJ) 

12:20 Athens (RJ) 

13:10 ..—Marrakesh (add) (RJ) 

,20:10 — Cairo (RJ) 

2(k30 New Delhi (RJ) 

20-J0 -..Jeddah (RJ) 

21H)0 - Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

21H)0 JXibai,.^bu Dhabi (RJ) 

21:40 Damascus (RJ) 

22:10 Singapore, Jakarta (RJ) 

22^^5 Bangkok (RJ) 

22:45 Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Flints 

06:30 - — London (Kl) 

07:00 ^init (ME) 

07:15 .TelAviv(LY) 

07:35 ....Damascus, London (BA) 

16:15 DohaiejT) 

16:35 .Moscow (SU) 

21:25- -Cairo (MS) 

02:30 Amsieidam (KL) 

06:00 Jsianbul (TK) 

Royal Wing (RW) nigfaia 


DepiAmnaD _8D)ani every Mbntte 
AreCteioscus— 5fDpuaevayMcnchy ' 
Dqp.DQCBScus_7Jl)aiaevay Sindty 
Ate .\mnan —.5:(X) pm every 


Upperflower price in fils per kg. ^ 

Apple 700/500 

Banana. .600/600 ' 

Banana Tunponed) JOOQ/900 

Cabbage.- - 100/40 

Oam 200/100 

C!auliflower...- 200/200 

Coaorber (large) 240/120 : 

Chicuraber (sniall)..-l-360/250 

EggplanL 200/120 

Fava beans -.7011^ 

Garlic U5Q/S00 

Grape fruit - 150/100 

Lemon 3KV180 

Manow (large) 260/150 

Marrow (small) - 4301030 

Onion (green) ....—.-...-220/140 

Onion (dry) 280/180 

Orange 5SO/100 

Peas 900^ 

Pepper (hot) 400/200 

PWr (sweet) -.—-380/240 

Potato —33(1130 

Radish 120/50 

Spinach 200/150 “ 

String beans 750/500 

Tomato. 280/140 
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German hostages allowed to phone home 


Home News 


Jordan Irnies, Sunday, March 9, 1997 


JBA elections favour 
nationalists 



By Lola Keilani 

Spicial to //if Jordoji Times 

AMMAN — Friday’s 
ten-seat council Jordan 
Bar -Association (JBA) 
elections favoured Arab 
nationalists over 
Islamists by a majority 
of one member, JBA 
ofticials announced yes- 
terday. 

The elections, which 
determined both the 
president of the JBA as 
well as council mem- 
bers, were seen as 
Jiercely competitive 
frotween Arab national- 
ists, whose candidate 
incumbent President 
Hussein Mjalli was re- 
flected. and Islamists, 
whose presidential can- 
Jidate Saleh Armouti 
ost. 

The results of the first 
ound for the presidency 
were tabulated as fol- 
ows: former dei?uty, 
Mr. Mjalli received 
1,050 votes, followed 
jy independent Islamist 
Saleh /Mmouti with S06 
i^otes, in third place 
fame Zuhdi Dissi, seen 
is close to Fateh — a 
faction of the PLO — 
who received 376 votes, 
while independent can- 
didate Omar Damrah 
received 72. 

A total of 2,342 
lawyers voted in the 
first round. 

Messrs. Dissi and 
Damrah, withdrew from 
the race in the second 
round, but as the former 
^id not back a specific 
' candidate upon his 
withdrawal. Fateh votes 
were divided amongst 
both Messrs. Mjalli and 
Aimouti. 

Mr. Damrah's support- 
ers backed Mr. Armouti. 

The results of the sec- 
ond round, favoured Mr. . 
Mjalli, . who received 


1,238 votes, from 2J>29 
votes cast, while Mr. 
Armouti received 991 
votes, thereby naming 
Mr. Mjalli as president 
of the JBA for a second 
consecutive term and 
for his fourth time. 

In regards to the ten- 
seat member council, 
the four Islamists: Ziad 
Khlefeh, member of the 
executive council of the 
Islamic Action Front 
(lAF). Mohammed 
Ameen Khawaldeh, 
Adnan Rashdan and 
Ahmad Tubeishat, who 
all ran on the list headed 
by Mr. Armouti were 
elected as council mem- 
bers. 

The Arab nationalists 
elected to the council 
were os follows: Mazen 
Irsheidat, Jawad Younis, 
Na'im Madani, Ali 
Oumour and Samer 
Khirfan. 

This left one seat for 
Fateh’s elected candi- 
date Shaher Karazoun. 

The JBA’s new board 
is expected to meet 
today to elect the vice- 
president and appoint 
heads of the major com- 
mittees in the associa- 
tion. 

An informed JBA 
source told the Jordan 
Times that the vice pres- 
ident is widely predict- 
ed to be Mr. Younis, the 
treasurer. incumbent 
Mazen Irsheidat. head 
of the companies' com- 
mittee. Mr. Khawaldeh 
and head of the profes- 
sional committee.. Mr.. 
Dmour.- - 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Lawzi receives Italian delegation 

AMMAN (Petra) — Senate Speaker Ahmad Lawzi Sat- 
unlay received an Italian parliamentarian delegation 
with whom he discussed the Middle East peace process 
and adverse effects of changing the character of Arab 
East Jemsalem. Mr. Lawzi told the visiting delegation 
that the peace in which Jordan believes is a just, com- 
prehensive and lasting one for the coming generations. 
He also said that Islam does not differentiate between 
people and religion. 

3,550 car accidents in February 

AMMAN (Petra) — In Febru^, thir^-six people were 
killed and 1,234 others were injured in 3.S50 car acci- 
' dents in the Kingdom, according to traffic department 
sources. 

Czech group discusses trade 

AMMAN tPeira) — Amman Chamber of Commerce 

President Haidar Murad Saturday received a Czech eco- 
nomic and industrial delegation and reviewed means of 
promoting trade and economic cooperation between the 
iwo countries. Tlie group also discu.ssed holding bilater- 
al exhibitions. 


% 


What’s Going On 


FIFTH THEATRE FESTIVAL 

* Play entitled “Media” at the Royal Cultural 
Centre at 7:00 p.m. 

LECTURE 

* Lecture by Iraqi art critic May Muzaffar on the 
works of artist Ziyad Dalloul at Darat Al Funtm, 
Jabal Weibdeh at 6:00 p.m. 


EXHIBITIONS 

* Works by Paris-based Syrian artist Zi^ i^al*oul 
at Darat Al Funutu Jabal weibdteh, until April ^ 
Also displaying woiks by contenqxyrary Arab 
artists. 

* Sculptures bv Zaki Sallaxn at Baladna Art 
Gallery, Gaitiens Street (Tel. 687598), until March 


Women activists, politicians criticise 
one-person, one-vote system in seminar 


By Rana Hosseiiii 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Women 
activists and politicians 
Saturday strongly criticised 
the one-person, one-vote 
system recently passed by 
!%rliament stating that it 
will have a negative impact 
on women in parliamen- 
tary life in the upcoming 
elections. 

Deputy Toujan Faisal, 
who was speaking at a lec- 
ture entitled "Democracy 
Programme for Grass- 
roots." held in conjunction 
with Women’s International 
Day (March 8), maintained 
that women will ultimately 
pay the price for this deci- 
sion. 

‘The one-person, one- 
vote is anti-woman, and I 
call for forming a Constitu- 
tional Court to deal with 
these issues." Ms. Faisal 
said. 

The deputy also called on 
women to practise their 
constitutional rights in 
electing the candidate of 
their choice without suc- 
cumbing to family pres- 
sures. "as in the end it will 
be to their favour." 

"Women should be pos- 
sessed of the awareness to 
know for whom to vote and 
whether the candidate for 
whom they vote will be 
with them and their issues 
and not the contrary,” she 
asserted. 

"We should be aware, 
otherwise we will fail as we 
have failed in the past,'' she 
said. 

President of the Arab 
Women's Organisation of 
Jordan (AWOJ) Emilly 
Nafa' also criticised the 
one-person, one vote sys- 
tem, which, she opined, 
weakens women's chances 
of participating in parlia- 
mentary life. 

Ms. Nafa' further stated 
that women's participation , 
• in the decisionTnukjng 
process should be obligato- 
ry,. 


“Wthout women's partic- 
ipation in decision-making 
positions, they can never 
achieve goals. which 
include political participa- 
tion and equality." Ms. 
Nafa' stressed. 

She added that her organ- 
isation, along with other 
women's organisations, has 
formed a coalition to 
increase the presence of 
women in Parliament by 20 
percent 

Minister of Social Devel- 
opment Hammad Abu 
Jamous addressed the gath- 
ering, stating that the era 
when women were kept at 
home has ended. 

‘This ended with women 
strongly challenging all 
obstacles facing ±em and 
they became partners to 
men," Mr. Abu Jamous 
said. 

The minister added that 
women have proven them- 
selves in social and politi- 
cal life, and "they even 
topped their male counter- 
parts in some fields." 

Ema Rocka Cortz, who 
was delivering a speech on 
behalf of Yves Gazzo. head 
of the delegation of the 
European Commission in 
Jordw, said that one of the 
main priorities of the Euro- 
pean Union (EU) in 1997 is 
to improve the status of 
women and challenge ali 
forms of sexism. 

Moreover, Ms. Rocka 
enumerated another aim as 
strengthening women's 
presence in the political and 
civil life. 

Canadian Ambassador to 
Jordan Michael Molloy 
also addressed the gather- 
ing and said that women's 
participation in social 
develojpment is the key to 
the success of any society. 

He added that one of 
main priorities of the Cana- 
dian government is to pro- 
mote democracy encour- 
aging indigent countries to 
support and .educate . girls 
and by creating, job oppor- 
turdties for them. - - 

Mr: Molloy iofthmed that 


Canada currently supports 
programmes of 12 Jo^an- 
ion societies and centres 
concerning the upcoming 
elections while supporting 
and encouraging women to 
participate in elections, 
regardless of political, reli- 
gious or philosophical 
beliefs. 

"What is important is to 
have women participate in 
parliamentary life in big 
numbers," Mr. Molioy said. 

The event, held at the 
Amra Hotel, was organised 
by the AWOJ in coopera- 
tion with the MEDA 
Democracy Programme, 
funded by the European 
Commission and the Cana- 
dian Embassy in .Amman. 

In this project, the AWOJ 
intends to combat gender 
discrimination. 

It also aims at a greater 
understanding of democra- 
cy and women’s involve- 
ment in the decision-mak- 
ing process, women's polit- 
ical empowerment, training 
women candidates to par- 
ticipate in general elec- 
tions, disseminate informa- 
tion and support gender- 
sensitive issues. 

The MEDA Democracy 
programme was set up in 
1 996 on the initiative of the 
European Parliament, fol- 
lowing the Euro-Mediter- 
ranean Barcelona Confer- 
ence. 

One of its main target 
groups is, indeed, women 
and promoting women's 
integration, respect for 
women's rights, the promo- 
tion of women's participa- 
tion in political life and 
civil society. 

The programme intends 
to apply the principles 
enshrined in the Barcelona 

Declaration. 

Al Ra '/ comspohdehi Lima 
Nabil contributed to this 
report. 


Minister unveils five-point plan to 
improve public administration system 


AMMAN (Petra) — Min- 
ister of Administrative 
Development Kamal 
Naser Saturday opened a 
workshop regarding the 
public administration sys- 
tem by stating that the 
civil service is inadequate 
and inefficient and he 
suggested a five-point 
plan to redress the situa- 
tion. 

The govenunent is 
functioning through 90 
departments, emf^oying 
145, 000 employees, how- 
ever many of these 
employees were given 
extraneous jobs in gov- 
ernment offices over the 

past decade, the minister 
stated in his opening 
address. 

Due to the emergence 
of hi^ unemployment 

rates in the early 1980’s, 

the government resorted 
to according people offi- 
cial jobs at a tune when it 
monopolised many public 
services, the minister 
said. 

"Successive govern- 
ments had the tendency to 
right unemployment 
through appointing unne- 
cessary employees which 
caused the public admin- 
istration system, to bloat 
to such an extent that ma- 
ny employees were not 
actually given any work," 


he added. 

"The result has been 
more employees than we 
have work for and ap- 
pointments over the past 
years have aggravated the 
situation and impeded its 
resolution," the minister 
maintained. 

Dr. Naser attributed a 
poor governmental admi- 
nistration, lack of a data- 
base regarding each de- 
partment's individual re- 
quirements and a lack of 
job descriptions and con- 
trols as at fault for poor 
governmental offices' 

performance. 

‘'What we have today is 

a bloated public adminis- 
tration system with ex- 
cess civil servants who 
not only delay and ob- 
struct government busi- 
ness but also place a hea- 
vy burden on the state 
treasury," the minister 
maintained. 

He was sp^ng one 
week after His Majesty 
King Hussein instructed 
the government to scale 
down the public adminis- 
tration system and imp- 
rove its performance. 

The minister admitted 
that many government 
employees had been in 
the habit of delaying the 
completion of public bu- 
siness entrusted to them. 


He suggested the fol- 
lowing measures to deal 
with the situation: 

• Retiring employees in 
accordance with a set of 
regulations to be issued 
by the Council of Minis- 
ters. 

• Halting any new 
appointments to 'govern- 
ment offices. 

• Implementing a 
mechanism to faciiitaie 

the process of retiring 
employees after they 
have served for IS years. 

• Creating an informa- 
tion centre to gather accu- 
rate data regarding public 
administration. 

• Decentralising author- 
ity to local administra- 
tors. 

Dr. Naser also suggest- 
ed that the government 
and Parliament introduce 
amendments to current 
Civil Service Commis- 
sion regulations to deal 
with administrative prob- 
lems, while cancelling 
some government min- 
istries and converting 
them into departments 
affiliated to other min- 
istries. 


Young man drowns in rain pool 


SOUTHERN JORDAN VALLEY 
(Petra) — The Civil Defence 
Department (CDD) Saturday report- 
ed that one of its teams on Friday 
recovered the body of a 22-year old 
man who drowned in a rain pool in 
the Mujib district near Karak. 

Karak Govemorate CDD Director 
Ibrahim Saraireh said that the vic- 
tim. identified as Jamal Mohammad 
Munes from the Hittin Camp in the 
Amman Governorate, drowned 
shortly after jumping in the pools. 

The victim had been vacationing 
with 10 friends. 

He said that people often do not 
heed CDD warning signs about 
swimming in such waters, which are 
often dangerous as they are murky. 


He added that rescue attempts often 
fail due to whirlpool undertow. 

The CDD team was helped by a 
Jordan Armed Forces navy unit in 
retrieving the victim’s body, Mr. 
Saraireh said, adding that on Fri- 
day’s incident was the fourth of its 
kind at the same spot in the past two 
years. 

In the Jordan Valley Friday, a 10- 
year-old child also drowned in the 
king Abdullah Canal, official 
reports said. 

Rajab Hassan, was playing beside 
the canal when his foot slipped and 
he fell in the water. 

Also Saturday, the CDD reported 
that they dealt with 700 accidents in 
the past week, including 50 fires. 


Forum stresses importance of 
economic and fiscal reforms 


By Sacha Baggili 

Special to the Jordan Tinier. 

AMMAN — A two-day 
forum aimed at disseminat- 
ing knowledge to the gener- 
al public through the media 
regarding economic devel- 
opments in the Arab World, 
convened here yesterday. 

The forum stressed the 
importance of economic 
and fiscal reforms in a 
worJd which is quickly 
moving towards greater 
economic integration. 

The first day of the sec- 
ond Annual Arab Press and 
Mass Media Forum entitled 
"Challenges Facing the 
Arab World in a Global 
Economy" was organised 
by the Arab .Academy for 
Banking and Financial 
Studies (AABFS) in con- 
junction with the 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF). 

During the day. economic 
e.xpens and Arab govern- 
ment officials presented 
reports to 55 media repre- 
sentatives from Jordan. 
Lebanon. Saudi Arabia, the 
United Arab Emirates, 
Qatar. Pale.siine and various 
Arab news agencies. 

in his opening address to 
the forum, held under the 
auspices of Prime Minister 
.Abdul Karim Kabariti. 
President to the AABFS Dr. 
Mustafa Hodieb highlight- 
ed the current status of the 
world economy as encom- 
passing an "advanced 
world, a transitional world 
tthe former Soviet Union) 
and the developing world." 

He stated that the econo- 
my of the Arab World falls 
largely under the laner cat- 
egory but stressed that 
despite differences, the 
govemmenu; of every 
nation are currently facing 
challenges due to the "new 
global order." 

Pocu.sing on the. specific 
experiences of Jordan in its 
endeavours to liberalise its 
economy in conjunction 
with the "new global 
order," Minister of Finance 
Marwan Awad referred to 
government efforts to shift 
public sector resources to 
the private sector, as agreed 
on with the World Bank, 
currently aiding the restruc- 
turing of the Kingdom's 
economy, by implementing 
generous ta.x incentives, 
streamlinins investment 


procedures and expanding 
its free-zone system. 

He said that Jordan is 
intensifying negotiations to 
join the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) and 
expects these negotiations 
to conclude favourably by 
the end of 199S or early 
1999. 

Mr. Awad. deputising for 
the prime minister at the 
opening session of the 
.AABFS forum, said that 
Jordan's economic restruc- 
turing programme, which 
was implememed as sug- 
gested by the IMF. has suc- 
ceeded in addressing the 
imbalance in the national 
economy. 

According to Mr. .Awad. 
in 1996, Jordan witnessed 
an increase of 5.2'^ in its 
gross domestic product 
(GDP), a drop in the deficit 
of the fiscal budget from 
22C’r in 1989 to 4.6 in 
1996. He also pointed to "a 
shhrp drop in inflation rates 
from in 1989 to 5^ in 
1996." 

Division Chief to the 
Middle Eastern Department 
of the IMF Sena Eken. 
praised the success of the 
Kingdom's economic 
restructuring programme, 
but paralleled Mr. Awad's 
lament that ‘‘despite these 
successes, Jordan's unem- 
ployment figure remains 
high at 13% and its poverty 
rate now ranges between 1 5 

- 20 %r 

She, therefore, uiged 
Middle Eastern govern- 
ments to ensure the protec- 
tion of indigent sections of 
society during this transi- 
tional stage of the global 
economy. 

Despite the popular theo- 
ry of minimal government 
intervention for the sake of 
liberalising economies, she 
maintained that the imple- 
mentation of social "safety 
nets" is of paramount 
'importance to the develop- 
ment of the region." ' 

Ms. Eken expressed frus- 
tration over economic 
growth figures in the Mid- 
dle East "as compared to 
those of countries in South 
East Asia," but praised the 
readiness of many Arab 
governments to encourage 
domestic and international 
investments and sustain 
development through struc- 
tural reform. 

Other speakers at AABFS 


Mass Media Forum, yester- 
day included Chairman of 
the Board of Trustees to the 
AABFS Mohammad Said 
Nabulsi and Assistant 
Director to the Middle 
Eastern Department of the 
IMF. Karim Nashashibi, 
who discussed the "role of 
the IMF in the Arab 
World." 

Chairman to the Jordan- 
ian Journalists Association 
Saif Sharif, emphasised the 
crucial role of the Arab 
press and mass media in 
disclosing facts and follow- 
ing up economic develop- 
ments that the general pub- 
lic might grasp basic issues 
relating to the “new eco- 
nomic order." 

.According to Vice Presi- 
dent of the AABFS. which 
is based in Amman, the 
academy itself is responsi- 
ble for ^sseminating infor- 
mation regarding oil 
regional developments and 
innovations in banking and 
finance. 

"One of the academy’s 
responsibilities is to simpli- 
fy current economic trends 
and theories and adapt them 
to the Arab environment." 
he said. 

He stated that the acade- 
my was established in 1 988 
under the name Jordon 
Arab Institute for Banking 
Studies and became the 
AABFS in April 1996 
under the "umbrella of the 
Arab League." serving all 
Arab countries through 
directors of all Arab banks. 

The AABFS provides 
training and postgraduate 
studies in banking and 
finance, conducts research, 
issues economic and finan- 
cial joumaJs and books, 
offers banking and finan- 
cial consulting services and 
promotes economic cooper- 
ation between Arab coun- 
■ ^irie$yan^ej ^ 

C^^*«.issiuai. ^dressed 
yesterday by economists 
and government officials 
included ‘‘Privatisation: 
The Rationale and the 
Egyptian Experience," and 
"The Evolving Role of the 
State in the Arab 
Economies," and the 
forum's programme facili- 
tated open discussions 
between experts and partic- 
ipating media representa- 
tives. 


Woman dies in blaze at home 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — .A woman 
died Saturday in a fire in 
her Madaba home. Civil 

Defence Department 

(CDD) officials said. 

Rula Issa. 55. was found 
burned beyond recogni- 
tion, a CDD official said, 
adding that the victim's 
husband Mahmoud Abu 
Rajoub suffered from 
bums to his hands and was 
listed in fair condition. 

The official said that the 
fire was attributed to gas 
leakage. 

The incident, in the 

Hawouz neighbourhood 


occurred around 9:30 a.m.. 
the official said, adding 
that the entire house was 

in flames. 

"The gas heater hose 
was worn and leaking gas 

while the heater was 
turned on. It ignited and 
the blaze spread in the 
house." the CDD official 

said. 

First Lieutenant Aref 
Batayneh of the CDD’s 
Preventive Awareness 
Department urged people 
to follow safety proce- 
dures when dealing with 
portable heaters. 

"Unfortunately such 
accidents occur weekly, 
causing death and injury 


to many," Lieut. Batayneh 

said. 

He told the Jordan Times 
that ga.s heater owners 
should always check hoses 
connecting the gas cylin- 
der to the heater and 
replace them once they 
begin to show signs of 

wear. 

In addition, he added, it 
is essential to use the orig- 
inal parts which should be 

placed on the gas heater, 
such as the piece of leather 
which prevents the gas 
from leaking and replac- 
ing the original gas regula- 
tor. 


Jordan, Lebanon 
resolve trade dilemma 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan and Lebanon 
Saturday announced the resolution of a 
trade dilemma which delayed the arrival 
of Jordanian vegetables in Lebanese mar- 
kets and the marketing of Lebanese 
apples and oranges in Jordanian markets. 

Lebanese Minister of Agriculture 
Shawqi Fakhouri said that all refrigerated 
trucks carrying Jordanian vegetables, par- 
ticularly tomatoes, were permitted to 
enter Lebanon as of Friday night follow- 
ing a delay of several days. 

Director of the Agricultural Marketing 
Organisation (AMO) Salem Lawzi 
affirmed iliat refrigerated trucks carrying 
Lebanese apples and oranges were 
allowed entry into Jordon Saturday. 

The problem was solved Saturday 
through telephone contacts between Dr. 
Lawzi and Mr. Fakhouri who concurred 
that Jordan and Lebanon shared an oblig- 
ation to implement the agricultural calen- 
dar which has been in force for the past 
years. 

Minister of Agriculrure Mustafa 


Shneikat announced Wednesday that Jor- 
dan had barred 15 Lebanese refrigerated 
trucks from entering the Kingdom in 
reaction to a Lebanese bon on trucks car- 
rying Jordanian produce. 

Dr. Lawzi told the Jordan Times that 
Jordan exports vegetables to Lebanon 
during the winter as well ais melons in the 
summer in exchange for oranges, apples 
and cherries as stipulated by the agricul- 
tural calendar. 

The temporary ban on Jordanian agri- 
cultural products was motivated by full 
Lebanese markets, due to a relatively 
warm winter in Lebanon this year, 
enabling that country's farmers to 
increase their output. 

Dr. Lawzi urged farmers to export only 
high-quality well-graded and packed pro- 
duce. 

He said that only high-quality produce 
is accepted by markets abroad. 




4 World News 




Zairean rebels reject 
U.N. call for ceasefire 




COMA, Zaire (Agencies) — Zairean rebels, led by Lau- came after U.N. Secretar 
rent-Desire Kabila. Saturday rejected calls by the United earlier in the day to the C 
Nations for a ceasefire, saying it could only be called after to a ceasefire, aimed to su 
talks with Kinshasa. Mohammad Sahnoun. 

*‘A ceasefire must be negotiated. We must start to negoti* Mr. Sahnoun, the U.N. a 
ate to bring about a ceasefire,” rebel spokesman Raphael representative for the Gre 
Ghenda told AFP. peace plan. 

Mr. Ghenda said that so far there had been no "direct Friday's statement did 
communication” with the Zairean authorities. multinational force propoi 

"We are still in the early stages.” he added. but Western diplomats sa 

Kinshasa accepted the U.N. plan Wednesday, as the Tutsi fading at present, 
rebels pressed towards the government stronghold of Washington has notably 
Kisangani. force to eastern Zaire wou 

Mr. Ghenda also ruled out three-party talks, requested by Meanwhile. Uganda Fri( 
radical opposition leader Etienne Tshisekedi. saying the was intervening directly ii 
parties involved in the conflict were President Mobutu Sese fighting to overthrow l4es 
Seko. his mercenaries and the rebel alliance of Democratic Hope Kivengere, spoke 
Forces for the Liberation of Congo^aire. Yoweri Museveni, told R 

Mr. Tshisekedi has said he would "extend his hand” to Zaire and the French al 
rebel leader Kabila, stating that "the problems of the coun- strange.” 
try must be resolved by men. people must talk.” French Foreign Minisu 

An arrest warrant is out for Mr. Kabila, a rebel in the newspaper Ouesf-France 
1960s. who did not benefit from an amnesty in 1990. respect of Zaire's territori 

The U.N. Security Council Friday called on the rebels in the interventions of its r 
eastern Zaire to "declare publicly” their acceptance of a whose activity on Zairean 
ceasefire after Kinshasa agreed to a U.N. peace plan. But Mr. De Charette ind 

In a formal statement adopted by consensus, the 15 U.N. intervention to stop 
Security Council members called on the rebels to agree to save Mr. Mobutu's crumt 
the U.N. peace plan which provides for a ceasefire. vene alone in Zaire. 

The five-point U.N. plan provides for an immediate ces- "How can the French sp 
sation of hostilities, the withdrawal of foreign forces and and a strange thing for Fra 
mercenaries, negotiations and elections, and the protection yet informed us that Frar 
of refugees. Kivengere said. 

The statement also called on "all panies” to allow access "But all the same ±ey 
for relief workers to refugees and persons displaced by four troops in eastern Zaire. Wt 
months of fighting. been there and do not intei 

The Council, expressing concern about "allegadons of Ms. Kivengere challenge 
violations of international humanitarian law” in the conflict alleged Ugandan involver 
zone, also welcomed the sending of a U.N. fact-finding Mr. Museveni denied on 
mission to the area. were any Ugandan troops 

Western diplomats said that the U.N. fact-finding mis- Zaire has also accused I 
sion. which had previously not been announced, would be sending troops to bock the 
leaving for Zaire Sunday. of eastern Zaire. All three 

U.N. officials said that the mission would aim to assess accusations, 
the humanitarian needs of the estimated 400,000 mainly Paris believes the key to 
Rwandan refugees sdll in eastern Zaire. Washington which has do: 

The mission would be staffed by representadves of the French analysts said the \ 
U.N. Department of Humanitarian Affains, the U.N. High States was trying to edge 
Commissioner for Refugees, the U.N. Children's Fund. France sdll had i^uence 1 
World Food Progranmie. and the IniemadonaJ Committee ''Zaire must sort our its ii 
of the Red Cross, the U.N. officials said. accusing its neighbours of 

Council diplomats said that the formal statement, which Kivengere said. 


State Department, Cohen disagree 
on Bdsiiiati local election delay 


WASHINOXON. (Agen- 
cies) — The U.S. State De- 
partment and Defence Sec- 
retary William Cohen 
Thursday disagreed over 
the postponement of munic- 
ipal elections in Bosnia. 

The State Department, 
which fought hard to keep 
Bosnia's national elections 
from being delayed last 
year, s^d Thursday it fully 
supported a decision to 
postpone municipal polls by 
two months. 

"Of course it's always dis- 
appointing when you have 
to postpone elections, but 
this is only a two-month 
postponement and we be- 
lieve that the postponement 
will give U.S. a greater 
chance to have free and fair 
elections,” Department 
spokesman Nicholas Bums 
told reporters. 

Mr. Cohen, on an overseas 
trip in Bosnia, sharply criti- 
cised the delay, calling it 
another failure by outside 
civilian agencies to rejuve- 
nate the war-shattered coun- 
try. 

“I can only .say it is disap- 
pointing. It will complicate 
matters,” he told a news 
conference. “I am disap- 
pointed with those who are 
responsible for setting up 
and acquiring the (election) 
monitors, the financial re- 
sources in order to allow the 
elecdons to go forward.” 

Mr. Cohen added, howev- 
er, that the election delay 
would not interrupt the final 
departure of U.S. force.s 
from Bosnia in mid- 1998. 

At the State Department, 
Mr. Bums said that Ameri- 
can Robert Frowick. who 
oversees the election pro- 
cess for the Organisation for 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE), concluded 


that "because of logistical 
and technical complexities 
in conducting the elections, 
a delay of two months 
would be prudent and ex- 
pand the chances these elec- 
tions would be free and 
fair.” 

“We thought carefully 
about his reasoning and we 
support him fully in this 
assessment.” 

The local polls were orig- 
inally to be held in Septem- 
ber 1 996. along with gener- 
al elections, but were post- 
poned because of wide- 
spread election fraud over 
refugee registration to No- 
vember and then to 
July this year. 

Western countries funding 
the election had been push- 
ing for a further postpone- 
ment of the vote to allow 
more time to organise re- 
fugee registration and inter- 
national monitoring. 

The 54-membef OSCE, 
Europe's top security body, 
is 'm charge of oiganising 
the elections, viewed as 
Bosnia's last chance for 
reunification after a devas- 
tating 43-month war. 

Last year, Washington 
resisted pressure from many 
Western countries and ex- 
perts who argued that Bos- 
nia's ftrst post-war national 
elections should be delayed 
for many of the same gener- 
al reasons chat the munici- 
pal elections ore being post- 

pone4l 

Meanwhile.Tanjug news 
agency said Friday Yugosla- 
via will soon ratify a contro- 
versial "treaty” with tite 
Serbs of neighbouring Bos- 
nia. whose Muslims have 
rejected the accord as illegal 
and unconstitutional. 

An official statement quo- 
ted by the agency said the 


Karen refugees dying in cholera 
epidemic — Burmese opposition 


BANGKOK. (AFP) — A 
Burmese opposition coalition 
said Saiur^y (hat 15 ethnic 
Karen refugees had died in a 
cholera epidemic in camps 
near the Thai-Burma border 
because humanitarian aid 
groups had been denied 
access. 

The National Council of the 
Union of Burma (NCUB). ci- 
ting reports from the border 
received Friday, said the dis- 
ease had broken out on 


March 4 at Htaw Ma Pyo 
Hta. a few kilometres inside 
Burma, and a camp just op- 
posite it in Thailand's Rat- 
chaburi province. 

Aid workers. Karen and 
border sources could not im- 
mediately be reached for con- 
firmation of the deaths, or of 
allegations that the Thai army 
had not permitted access to 
camps there and in Kancba- 
naburi province to the north. 

On Wednesday, however. 


came after U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan appealed 
earlier in the day to the Council to urge the rebels to agree 
to a ceasefire, aimed to support the efforts of special env'oy 
Mohammad Sahnoun. 

Mr. Sahnoun, the U.N. and Oigani.sation of African Unity 
representative for the Great Lakes, drew up the live-point 
peace plan. 

Friday's statement did not contain any reference to a 
multinational force proposed by Mr. Annan in recent days, 
but Western diplomats say that this option appears to be 
fading at present. 

Washington has notably said that sending a multinational 
force to eastern Zaire would be premature. 

Meanwhile. Uganda Friday denied French accusations it 
was intervening directly in ^ire to support Zairean rebels 
fighting to overthrow F^ident Mobutu Sese Seko. 

Hope Kivengere, spokeswoman for Ugandan President 
Yoweri Museveni, told Reuters Uganda had no troops in 
Zaire and the French allegations were "ridiculous and 
strange.” 

French Foreign Minister Herve De Charette told the 
newspaper Ouesf-France Thursday: "We demand the 
respect of Zaire's territorial inte^ty. What must stop are 
the interventions of its neighbours, particularly Uganda 
whose activity on Zairean soil is an established fact” 

But Mr. De Charette indicated France, which has sou^t 
U.N. intervention to stop hostilities in a move that could 
save Mr. Mobutu's crumbling authority, would not inter- 
vene alone in Zaire. 

"How can the French speak for Zaire'? This is ridiculous 
and a strange thing for France to do. Anyway. Zaire has not 
yet informed us that France is now its spokesman.” Ms. 
Kivengere said. 

"But all the same ±ey know very well Uganda h^ no 
troops in eastern Zaire. We are not there and we have never 
been there and do not intend to go there.” 

Ms. Kivengere challenged France to provide proof of the 
alleged Ugandan involvement in the ftve-month-old war. 
Mr. Museveni denied on a visit to Paris last month there 
were any Ugandan troops in Zaire. 

Zaire has also accused Uganda, Rwanda and Burundi of 
sending troops to bock the rebels, who have captured much 
of eastern Zaire. All three countries and rebels denied d>e 
accusations. 

Paris believes the key to halting the conflict may He with 
Washington which has close ties with Uganda and Rwanda. 
French analysts said the government believed the United 
States was trying to edge it out of the last region where 
France still had i^uence from its colonial past. 

''Zaire must sort our its internal problems and should stop 
accusing its neighbours of problems it is now facing.” Ms. 
Kivengere said. 


in disagree Sri Lanka 

1 delay rebel attack 

Yugoslav government had plplirn^ 

drawn up an appropriate bill wldlllXO Clt 

to be put before the coun- - rs/' c 

try's parliament as a matter ICflSt 

of urgency. 

Thedateoflheparliamcn- roi omro fR\ — At 

tary session to ratify the ac- ^ 

corf between Yugoslavia 

j Dels one 65 soldiers wero 

^ When the guenillas 

h.if nf ttocni. v.r fn attacked a militaiy camp in 
of Bosnia, has yet to be 

Yugoslav President Zoran ssid Friday. 

LiUc and the Serb member 
of the tripartite Bosnian col- 
leedve [Residency. Momci- 
io Krajfinik, signed the ac- 

cold on Feb. 28 to create a ™ • 

single market and a cooper- ““ ““""S 

ationcouncU. Thursday s pre-dawn at- 

It sparked piotests fiom <)n Vaunathiw 

Bosnia's overall President I" Ban'caloa- ^ 

Alija Izetbegovic and his kitometres from Colomte. 
Muslim Democratic Action The camp was la^ retak- 

Patty ISDA). which domi- Jhy government forces. 

nates the natioual legisla- ,,7^= 

® Voice of Tiger radio, mom- 

Mr. Izetbegovic, the Mus- Vavunij^ 

lim chairman of the coHec- 

live presidency, Ixonded the LTTE had overran tte Vau- 
agreement with Belgrade as nathivu carnp. but it gave 
unconstitutional, saying all no equally figures, 
such agreements must be ^ Ministry of Defence 
signed by the centr^ gov- si^cnicnt said Fn^y that 

emmeuL ^ soldiers, including two 

Ismet Grbo, a spokesman officers, were kill^ and 35 

for the SDA, said the wounded when some 

MusUm party would refuse 800 LTTE fighters attacked 

to ratify the accord in the the camp, , , 

Bosnian parliamenL those kiUed are 

But the speaker of the soldiers and frolicemeo 
Bosnian Serb parliament, who were guarding Batti- 
Dragan Kalinic, said Thure- wwn when the rebels 

day the Serb assembly fired mortars at row^ 
would ignore Sarajevo's ob- ^ military official in me 
jections and convene March ^utere. ^ 

15 to approve the accord. ^ niilnary spokesman in 
Carl Bildt, the senior in- Colomlro said there was a 
temational mediator in Bos- possibility t^re may have 
nia, Wednesday urged Yu- been civilian casualties 
goslavia not to ratify the ag- when the LTTE fired mor- 
reement before it has been tars at Batticaloa town, but 
approved by the Bosnian no details were available, 
parliament, where Croats, *^1® * L is figfa^g for 

Muslims and Serbs sit ati independent nation for 

minority Tamils in this pre- 

\w% dominantly Sinhalese is- 

I n |lcr£l land's north and east The 

civil war began in 1983, 
• ^ and the govemment says at 

iDOOSlUOIl 50,000 people have 

^ * died. The LTTE says the 

relief workers said nine re- number is higher, 
fiigees at Htaw Ma Pyo Hta One soldier also died in a 

bad died since they fled their rebel attack on the China 
homes two weeks ago, most- Bay Air Force Base in e^t- 
ly from malari a, while the re- ern TrincomaJee district 
mainder faced a "precarious” about 240 kilometres from 
medical situation due to the Colombo, 
lack of water supplies. The rebels suffered many 

The NCUB appealed to the casualties in the three-hour 
Thai government to allow attack, which be^ at about 
access and "to ensure securi- 11:30 p.m. (1730 GMT) 
ty and assistance to Karen Wednesday, the spokesman 
refugee camps in Kanchana- said. He said no exact flg- 
buri.” uies were available. 


relief workers said nine re- 
fugees at Htaw Ma Pyo Hm 
had died since they fl^ their 
homes two weeks a^, most- 
ly from malaria, while the re- 
mainder faced a "precarious” 
medical situation due to the 
lack of water supplies. 

The NCUB appealed to the 
Thai government to allow 
access and "to ensure securi- 
ty and assistance to Karen 
refugee camps in Kanchana- 
buri." 
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Berisha 
agrees to ft 
new vote if 
rebels lay 
down arms 


Nabela Benaissa (left) glances at a huge pile of Oowers stacked against the wail of her 
house in memory of her sister Loubna, whose decomposed body was found late 
Wednesday in a steel tnink. Police have arrested a petrol-pump attendant, a 33-yeai> 
old convicted sex offender who b'ved less than a mile away the girl in Brussels 

home (Reuter photo) 

Belgium pays respects to 
9-year-old paedophile victim 


BRUSSELS. (AFP) — Po- 
lice were put on riot alert as 
Belgium paid last respects 
S^rday to Loubna Benais- 
SA, a nine-year-old Moroc- 
can girl murdered by a pae- 
do{4ule in one of a series of 
child-sex scandals which 
has revolted the nation and 
embarrassed authorities. 

The ftineral service, held 
in a Brussels mosque, was 
attended by 20,000 people 
and broadcast live on all 
Belgian television channels. 

Police stood by, watching 
fcH* any repeat of the violent 
scenes which gripped Loub- 
na's home town of Ixelles 
Friday, where rioting youths 
had protested official bung- 
ling in Loubna's murder 
investigation. 

Most mourners, carrying 
photos of the victim, stood 
in a park next to the mosc|ue 
where a giant television 
screen transniiDed the cere- 
mony. 

A thousand people were 
Inside, including represen- 
tatives of Belgian's King 
Albert IL govemment min- 
isteis, several ambassadors 
from Arab countries, and 
family members of other 
missing children or pae- 
dophile victims. 

'The girl's body was trans- 
ported to the mosque by a 
motorcade of nine police 
cars. 

"You have become the 
child of all the country,” 


Loubna's sister, Nabela 
Benaissa said in tribute. 

"One day, you went skip- 
ping out ^ the house. We 
never imagined that at the 
comer of the street there 
was a monster, that a hell 
awaited you,” she contin- 
ued. 

Loubna's body, discov- 
ered Wednesday in a gai^e 
basement, plunged Bel^um 
once again into the night- 
mare of paedophile murders 
which has put authorities 
under heavy public criti- 
cism for having mishandled 
the investigations. 

Loubna was the fifth gi^l 
to be found murdered in 
Belgium In seven months. 
Patrick Derochette. a me- 
chanic at the garage with a 
record of pa^ophilia, was 
chared Thursday with ab- 
ducting her 00 August 5, 
1992 and raping her. 

Mr. Derochem. who had 
been charged in 1984 for 
abusing tfa^ boys, admit- 
ted to police he bad killed 
the girl and hidden her body 
in a metal trunk. Le Soir 
newspaper reported Friday. 

Police bad initially ques- 
tioned him when Loubna 
bad disappeared, but then 
released h^ without veri- 
fying his alibi. Other leads 
were never checked, lead- 
ing many to conclude that 
her captors enjoyed some 
sort of protection from the 
police or the judiciary — or 


that her case was not given 
any priority because Loub- 
na was the daughter of Mo- 
roccan immigrants. 

Loubna's death carries 
horrifying echoes of the 
Dutroux scandal which 
rocked the country last year. 

The "monster of Charle- 
roi.” Marc Dutroux. is cur- 
rently awaiting trial for the 
murder of four girls and the 
abduction of two others. 

Like Mr. Derochette, Mr. 
Dutroux had a record of 
paedophilia and was known 
to the police yet it took 
years before he was linked 
to the cases of missing chil- 
dren. 

Criticising official incom- 
petence in the handling of 
paedophile or missing-child 
cases, foe father of one of 
Mr. Dutroux's victims. Pol 
Marchal told mourners at 
the Saturday's funeral: 'The 
list of these children is 
much coo long.” 

Parents of other victims 
demanded a "settling of ac- 
counts.” 

No address was made by 
foe representatives of foe 
Belgian government, which 
Friday had promised "app- 
ropriate measures” to right 
the Tailure” of foe courts in 
Loubna's case. 

After the funeral. Loubna’s 
body was taken to Brussels 
airport to be flown to Moroc- 
co for burial Sunday in Tan- 
giers. the family's native ciiy. 


Taleban condemn Russian 
interference in Afghanistan 


KABUL (Agencies) — Af- 
ghanistan's Taleban Islamic 
militia Saturday condemned 
alleged Russian support for 
foe anti-TaJeban opposition 
forces and blasted Iran for 
its anti-Taleban propagan- 
da. 

"Russian interference is 
not something secret — 
they themselves have ad- 
mitted this.” said Mullah 
Amir Khan Muttaqi. acting 
minister of culture and in- 
formation. 

Mr. Muitaqi's remarks 
came in support of an an- 
nouncement on foe TaJeban- 
ruo Radio Shariat and a 
newspaper editorial that 
Russia, alarmed by foe ad- 
vance of foe religious mili- 
tia, was once again med- 
dling in Afghan affairs. 

"^ey have stated support 
for foe aoti-Taleban al- 
liance. Hiis is of course, in- 
terference,” be added. 

Mr Muttaqi said that in 
addition to foe "improper 
move” of bringing troops to 
foe Afghan border. Russia, 
Uzbekistan and Tajikistan 
bad allowed foe anti-Tale- 
ban alliance to set up bases 
across foe border. 

The anti-Taleban alliance 
consists of the ex-Kabul 
forces ousted by the reli- 
gious militia on SepL 27. in 
a loose coalition with the 
ethnic Uzbek fighters of 
northern warlord General 
Abdul Rashid Dostum. 

Mr. Muttaqi said that for- 
mer Kabul army boss Ah- 
mad Shah Masood had es- 
tablished an air base in 
neighbouring Tajikistan 
from where there were reg- 
ular military transport 
nights in and out of Af- 


ghanistan. 

"Not only an air base but 
other bases have been pro- 
vided where military train- 
ing is given to Masood's 
men," charged Mr. Muttaqi. 

He also added that from 
these bases "ammunition is 
sent into Afghanistan” to 
support foe anti-Taleban 
alliance. 

Although foe former So- 
viet republics Tajikistan and 
Uzbeldstan are now inde- 
pendent Central Asian 
states. Russia maintains a 
military presence there to 
guard not its actual borders, 
but perceived strategic bor- 
ders. 

Mr. Muttaqi went on to 
lambast Iran for its "anti- 
Taleban propaganda” i^diich 
he consider^ a more seri- 
ous offense than militaiy 
aid for rivals. 

‘Their biggest offense is 
propaganda a gainst the Is- 
lamic state of Afghanistan,” 
be said. 

Mr. Muttaqi accused Rus- 
sia and Iran of spreading 
false accusations of Afgha- 
nistan's interference in the 
internal affairs of other 
countries. 

‘They want to defame us. 
This is an unprincipled and 
immoral act,” he said. 

Though foe world com- 
munity of Islamic nations 
has not yet recognised the 
religious militia as foe legit- 
imate rulers of Afghanistan, 
Mr. Mut^i said would 
suffer if it continued with its 
anti-Taleban propaganda. 

"If Iran continues with 
such a policy it will become 
more isolat^ in foe Islamic 
communify,” he stated. 

Mr. Mumqi stressed that 


Afghanistan bad not and 
was not interfering in foe in- 
ternal affairs of other coun- 
tries. 

He vowed chat external 
criticism of foe Taleban 
would not weaken the reli- 
gious militia nor affect their 
morale. 

On the contrary, be said: 
"We will continue jehad 
(holy war) till tiiere is com- 
plete freedom in Afghanis- 
tan." 

Meanwhile, a senior Tale- 
ban official said Hiursday 
that all Afghans would have 
foe right to choose the fu- 
ture path of their country, 
but his administration had 
yet to decide how the public 
would be represented. 

"When peace and security 
has been established, there 
will be DO problems for eve- 
lyooe to return. When they 
come back, they will have 
full rights to take pan and 
give their views on a fu-ture 
govenuneot,” acting Deputy 
Foreip Minister Ster Abb^ 
Stanakzai told Reuters. 

"But we have not decided 
on foe mechanism, it is 
before time. Right now we 
are strug^ng to bring peace 
and security. When that has 
been established, foen we 
will work on the mecha- 
nism,” said Mr. Stanakzai. 

Mr. Stanakzai ' reiterated 

that foe head of state was 
Mullah Mohammed Omar, 
foe leader of foe Taleban, 
while a six-man interim lul- 
'mg councD in Kabul ran the 
nation's day-to-day affairs. 

He said it was too eady to 
tell if there would be elec- 
dons if and when peace had 
been established. He said foe 
people would have to decide. 


TIRANA, (AFP) — Em- 
battled Albanian President 
Sali Berisha has agreed to 
meet a rebel demand for 
elections witiun 45 day.<< if 
the rebels lay down their 
weapons, an OSCE official 
told AFP here Saturday. 

The proposal was imme- 
diately rejected by exposi- 
tion leader Neritan (Teko. 
president of foe Democ- 
ratic Alliance. 

“It is absurd to hold eIec-« 
tions so soon under the pre- 
vailing circumstances. We 
want elections to be held in 
three to six months,” Mr. 
Ceka told AFP. 

The official who spoke 
on confotion of anonymity 
said Mr. Berisha wzs, op- 
posed to forming a coali- 
tion govemment that 
would include the opposi- 
tion, a demand made by foe 
opposition. 

(jeneral eIection.s were 
only held in Albania in 
May last year, amid accu- 
sations of vote-rigging. 

Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) envoy Franz Vra- 
nitzky was here Saturday 
for talks w'ifo Mr. Berisha 
and opposition leaders in a 
bid to seek a peaceful solu- 
tion to a seven-week crisis 
in foe country touched off 
by the collapse of fraudu- 
lent investment schemes. 

Rebel leaders in tlie sou- 
thern town of VIore earlier 
Saturday urged foeir 
porters to prepare its de- 
fences. fearing an attack 
from govemment forces 
when a deadline for them 
to surrender their arms runs 
out early Sunday. 

Luftar Petrosbati, a 
senior leader, told a .^5IX) 
strong crowd massed in foe . 
town centre; "Let us use 
these 20 hours to organise 
ourselves better to defend 
our city, our streets, our 
homes, our roads.” 

Albania's authorities 
have given omi-govem- 
ment rebels who control a 
swath of territory in foe 
south of Albania until 6:00 
a.m. (0500 GMT) Sunday 
to surrender weapons 
seized from army barracks 
a week ago. 

But gun-toting inhabi- 
tants of six southern towns 
— defying a state of emer- 
gency in force since Sun- 
day — balked at his request 
to surrender arms stolen in 
raids last weekend on mili- 
tary depots, in return for a 
promise of amnesty. 

After several days of near 
anarchic rebellion, Vlorcf 
and other towns in the 
south controled by anti-go- 
vernment protesters have 
begun to organise them- 
selves to bring some order 
to foe chaos. 

A total of 28 people have 
been killed in Vltxe in foe 
last week since rebels over- 
ran several army weapons 
depots and seized arms, 
according to foe Albanian 
Interior Ministry. On Satur- 
day, it said foe latest victim 
was killed Friday in a shoo- 
tout between "armed 
bands” that also left two 
people wounded. 

L^ers in VIore have al- 
ready issued counter de- 
mands to foe deadline set by 
Mr. Berisha before they say 
they will lay down their 
weapons. These include sei/ 
ting a date for new elections,* 
appointing a national gov- 
ernment of technocrats and 
withdrawing military forces 
from surrounding hills. 

They also want the reim- 
bursement of millions of 
dollars lost invested in foe 
savings schemes. The col- 
lapse of the so-called Pyra- 
mid investment schemes in 
Janu^ first sparked foe 
public unrest which has 
escalated into a full scale 
rebellion. 

Mr. Berisha came to po- 
wer in 1992 at foe head of 
his Democratic Party 
which pushed out the par- 
tially reformed Commu- 
nists, the Socialist Party. 

He was reelected for a 
second term this week. 

However, despite receiv- 
ing broad suppim from th^ 
West, his autocratic rule 
has aliened many in foe 
country, particularly in foe 
south of Albania. 



German hostages allowed to phone home 


T 
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manoeuvre an 83 year old man through a flooded street in Cincinnati. The man had to be 
rescued from his home after getting injured the night before (Heuter photo) 

Ohio valley flood spreads; Kentucky town sees worst 


LOUISVILLE. Kentucky. 
(R) — As the worst flood- 
ing in three decades spread 
relentles.sely down tlie Ohio 
valley Thursday, the resi- 
dents of one ravaged town 
were allowed back briefly 
to see what was left of the 
homes they fled six days 
ago. 

They came away shaken. 
"I don’t want to go back. 
I'm going to get out." Sandy 
Cummings told a radio sta- 
tion after she :ind other resi- 
dents of Falmouth. Kentu- 
cky. were driven through 
their mud-caked town to see 
houses knocked off foundu- 
iion.s. collapsed buildings 
and debris everywhere. 

Falmouth, in central Ken- 
tucky south of Cincinnati, is 
one of the hardest-hir itrea>. 
Sywins ihai dumped more 
inSn a foot of rain on the 
region last weekend sent the 
licking river rotuing into the 
countryside. Water rose to 
roofio^Ievel in Falmouth in 
a matter of hours. 

Officials Thursday agreed 
to let worried residents of 
the town of 2;300 staying in 
.•(helten; or living* with 
friends and family ride 
through Falmouth on school 
buses. They were not al- 
lowed to net out and look 


around. Hundreds lined up 
as the buses shuttled people 
back and forth. 

Falmouth remains closed 
to their return because of 
gas leaks, collapsing build- 
ings. the fear of disease and 
a continuing search for mis- 
sing people. The floodwa- 
ters killed four people in 
Falmouth. 

The Ohio River, from the 
air looking like a miles- 
wide mu(T slick smeared 
bem-een the winter-brown 
hill.s that bracket the wind- 
ing valley from West Vir- 
ginia to southern Illinois. 
wa.s still rising at Louisville 
but began to fall upstream at 
Cincinnati. 

Ohio officials had some 
good news. They predicted 
the river would ^ at a nor- 
mal level in Cincinnati by 
Monday — two days earlier 
than previously forecast. 

But the peak water mark 
was not expected to pass 
Louisville, a city locked 
snugly behind a massive 
floi^’wall. until Friday. 

Smaller towns along the 
river in several states re- 
nioined flooded, however, 
and in western Tennessee 
more evacuations took 
place as the Obion and 
Forked Deer Rivers contin- 


ued to rise, fed by rains ear- 
lier in the week. 

Louisville's towering 
flood walls will be tested 
Friday evening with an an- 
ticipated crest more than 5 
metres above flood stage, 
the river's highest level 
since a catastrophic 1964 
flood, the national weather 
service said. 

Kentucky's death toll was 
revised downward to 16 af- 
ter a previously counted 
road fatality was declared a 
murder victim. Weekend 
storms wirii tornadoes and 
floods that hit from Ar- 
kansas to West \Tiiginja 
were blamed for at least 55 
deaths since Saturday. 

Elsewhere, violent thun- 
derstorms killed two moto- 
rists in North Carolina over- 
night and four New York 
City schoolchildren were 
crushed to death when high 
winds sent a huge m:^le 
tree crashing into a van tak- 
ing them to school. 

Hundreds of people were 
forced to evacuate flooded 
homes ahead of the cresting 
Ohio and its tributaries ac-. 
ross Kentucky; Ohio and In* ' 
diana. Under sunny skies m- 
Cincinnati, the river actual- 
ly dropped slightly Thurs- 
day from its crest of 19.7 


metres late Wednesday, 
w'hich was 3.7 metres above 
flood .stage. 

Kentucky, with more 
miles of river than any other 
U.S. state except Alaska, 
added 15 counties to the 
nine already declared disas- 
ter areas. Nearly 900 Kentu- 
ckians were in shelters, ma- 
ny after fleeing homes 
along backed-up creeks and 
rivers chat flow into the 
Ohio River. 

Along the river in Indiana, 
about 1.000 people were 
forced out of their homes 
and even higher river levels 
were expected in the com- 
ing days as the crest flowed 
downstream. 

But at Lawrenceburg, In- 
diana, a Casino gambling 
boat floating in the swollen 
Ohio remmned open for 
business. Its operators engi- 
neered a long ramp to allow 
customers to hit the slot ma- 
chines and gaming tables. 

The Army Corps of Engi- 
neers manipulated its sys- 
tem of dams and reservoirs 
ftom Ohio to Tennessee to 
reduce the flow of Ohio Ri- 
ver tributaries, lowering the 
expected crest at Louisville 
by two metres, corps 
s^kesman Todd Homback 
said. 


3 top militants killed by Indian troops in Kashmir 


SRINAGAR. India, (AFP) 
— Indian troops shot dead 
three top militants in a gun- 
battle in die iroubieu state 
of Kashmir overnight, the 
police said Saturday. 

A police spokesman said 
two separatists belonging to 
the Hizbul Mujahdeen and 
anotlier militant of Shore-u- 
Jehad, an Amalgam of five 
pro-lslamic ouints, were 
killed in a tiretighi in Ra- 
walpora. in the central dis- 
trict of Badgum. 

I^The three — Mansoor 
^med Khan, the deput>’ 
chief of pro-Pakistan Hizbul 
Mujahdeen, his close aide 
Abdul Mujeed and Firdosi 


Kimiani, the chief spokes- 
man of Shore-a-Jehad — 
were among the most w'ant- 
ed militants, he said. 

"It is a major success as 
all the three militants were 
cany'ing a huge reward on 
their heads. Automatic ri- 
fles. grenades and ammuni- 
tion were recovered from 
them." the spokesman said. 

Meanwhile, the all party 
Hurriyat Conference, an 
umbrella organisation of 
about a dozen seps^tisi or- 
ganisations. fighting for 
self-rule in Kashmir Sieged 
that the three militants were 
killed in police custody. 

“All the three persons 


were arrested by the special 
state task force, interrogated 
and later killed in cold 
blood," a spokesman of the 
conference said. 

“We will be protesting 
against the killings Monday, 
l^e custodial killin gs since 
the formation of new 
government have increased 
and there is no accountabil- 
ity for the task force." 

On Friday. Indian uxx^ps 
shot dead six most-wanted 
Muslim separatists includ- 
ing a guerrilla leader in 
Kashmir. 

Five guerrillas of the Las- 
khar-e-Toiba separatist 
force were killed by Indian 


soldiers in Kashmir's fron- 
tier Poonch sector. 

The troops also shot dead 
Saifiillah, a *^divisional 
conunander" of the power- 
ful Hizb U1 Mujahideen in 
the southern Kashmir town 
of Anantnag. 

Saifullah carried a reward 
of 300,000 rupees (S8.570 ) 
on his head. He bad been 
evading arrest since 1990. 

More than 17.000 people 
have been killed in the sep- 
aratist drive since 1989. In- 
dia accuses Pakistan of arm- 
ing and training the rebels. 
Islamabad rejects the chaige 
but gives diplomatic sup- 
port to the unrest. 


Nepali Congress to expel two rebel lawmakers 


KATHMANDU. lAFP) — 
Nepal's largest democratic 
party, the Nepali Congress 
(NC) stunned by losing a 
parliameniar)' motion of 
confidence is to expel two 
rebel MPs who abstained 
from the vote. pan>’ sources 
said Saturday. 

Prime Mini.ster Sher Ba- 
hadur Deuba was forced to 
resign after his government 
lost Thursday's motion 
which be had confidently 
tabled in the lower house of 
^liament after two of his 
party deputies failed to 
snow. 

Mr. Deuba was further 
shocked when the head of 
one of his coalition partners 
the Nepal Sadbhavanu Party 


(.NSP) also une.xpectedly a- 
bstained. a Nepali Congress 
Partv source said. 

King Birendra has given 
parliament until Monday to 
nominate a new prime min- 
ister. 

In the vote, the Deuba go- 
vernment polled only 101 
compared with the required 
103 in the 205-member lo- 
wer house, despite a whip 
issued by NC party Presi- 
dent Girija Prasad Koirala. 

The party’s central com- 
mittee agreed Friday to ex- 
pel the two rebel MPs, Dee- 
pak Jung Shah and Chakra 
Bahadur" Shahi, for disobey- 
ing party orders and acting 
in an irresponsible manner, 
Nepali Congress Chief Sec- 


retary Laxman Prasad Ghi- 
mire said. 

“By going against the par- 
ty whip, the two were 
deemed to have willingly 
left the party and as such we 
have decid^ to inform the 
speaker of the lower house 
of parliament to cancel their 
parliamentary member- 
ship." Mr. Ghimire said. 

l^e Kathmandu Post said 
Fri^y the home minister 
had even sent out police to 
find the two NC lawmakers 
but that they were “quietly 
relaxing at the residence of 
NDP rebel leader Lokendra 
Bahadur Chand." 

NC party activists said the 
two lawmakers who failed 
to turn up bore a grudge 


against Mr. Deuba charging 
the premier has failed to 
provide compensation for 
the families of those killed 
in a Maoist campaign in the 
kingdom’s far northwestern 
hilly districts. 

*nie anti-Monaichist Ne- 
pal Communist Pany- 
Maoist declared a “people's 
wai^’ in February last year 
in the country's remote hilly 
districts in a bid to over- 
throw the present multi-par- 
ty system and replace it 
with a republic. 

In clashes between the ul- 
tra-left insurgents and po- 
lice some 100 people have 
been killed including the 
Maoists, innocent civilians 
and six policemen. 


Tajik government, rebels agree on military integration 


MOSCOW, (AFP) — The 
Tajik government and Is- 
lamic Oppo.sition signed an 
accord here Saturday aimed 
at merging rebel units with 
government troops to form 
a new national army, the 
U.N. special envoy to Taji- 
kistan, Gerd-Dietrich Mer- 
rem, told reporters. 

The accord was signed by 
Tajik Foreign Minister Tal- 
bek Nazarov and Akbor Tu- 
rajonzadeh, the number two 
in the Islamic opposition 
l^adeiship. 

Under the accord, the 
opposition armed forces 
to “identify themselves, dis- 
arm, regroup and integrate" 


with the government forces, 
Mr. Menem said. 

Mr, Turajonzadeh said the 
phased disarmanieni pro- 
cess would be spread over 
six months, and the new 
joint armed forces would 
have "one joint command 
and one vertical command 
structure.” 

“Since we recognise (Ta- 
jik President Emomali) Ra- 
khmonov, he will be com- 
mander-in-chief of the ar- 
mv." he added. 

Both sides still had to sign 
a separate protocol pro\nd- 
ine cuaraniees that the ac- 
cord" would be implement- 
ed. and covering the role of 


countries sponsoring the 
peace process. 

Russian Foreign Minister 
Yevgeny Primakov said the 
military accord was “the 
main condition which can 
open the path to a full setlle- 
ment in Tajikistan.” 

“We all hope to see a pros- 
perous Tajikistan with a 
happy population in a few 
years’ time,*’ said Mr. Pri- 
makov. 

Russia has mediated bet- 
ween the warring sides and 
still has thousands of troops 
in Tajikistan, helping Mr. 
Rakhmonov's forces to de- 
fend the border with neigh- 
bouring Afghanistan, where 


Tajik Islamic guerrillas are 
based. 

The latest round of peace 
talks opened in Moscow on 
Feb. 26. Agreement on mil- 
itary issues was an impor- 
tant precondition for a polit- 
ical settlement to end the 
conflict in the former Soviet 
Central Asian Republic. 

Mr. Rakhmonov and Op- 
position leader said Abdul- 
lah Nuri signed a peace ac- 
cord in Moscow on Dec. 23 
envisaging the creation of a 
reconciliation commission 
and a post-war govemmenL 


Italy confident France will 
back NATO command deal 


ROME. (R) — Italy said 
after talks with the United 
States Friday that it was 
confident France could ac- 
cept a compromise deal to 
resolve a row over who 
should command NATO 
forces in southern Europe. 

Foreign Minister Lamber- 
10 Dini, who spoke after 
talks with visiting U.S. De- 
fence Secretary William 

Cohen, said a proposal to 
defer a decision on the com ■ 
mand for at least five years 
had already been accepted 
by the rest of the alliance. 

“We are encouraged by 
the fact that all other mem- 
bers of NATO would seem 
to consider this a reasonable 
approach to the problem," 
Mr. Dini told a joint news 
conference with Mr. Cohen. 

“We are confident that al- 
so France may find it ac- 
ceptable." 

NATO's Southern Com- 
mand, covering the volatile 
Mediterranean region and 
based in the Italian port of 
Naples, is led by on Ame- 


rican admiral. 

The divisive debate over 
France's demand that Wa- 
shington hand over or share 
the command with Europe 
bad jeopardised an earlier 
pledge by Paris that its for- 
ces would rejoin NATO’s 
military structure after an 
absence of more than 30 
years. 

Mr. Cohen said Washing- 
ton considered it appropriate 
to defer the command issue 
for five, six or seven years 
and then review the question 
‘^vitbouI any prejudice." 

“We want very much for 
France to come in to N.A'TO 
and we hope, by virtue of 
seeking constructive ways 
in which we can help bring 
that about, that that can 
become a reality." he said. 

The United States had un- 
til now flatly refused to sur- 
render the command to a 
European officer, arguing 
that a preponderance of 
sou±em forces are .Ameri- 
can including the powerful 
U.S. Sixth R^t. 


First suggestions that a 
compromise was being dis- 
cussed emerged during Mr. 
Cohen's visit to Bonn Tues- 
day. France said the follow- 
ing day that it was studying 
proposals to end the dis- 
pute. 

"There are different for- 
mulas on the table and we 
are examining them with a 
will to reach an agreemem,” 
Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man Jacques Ru'mmeihardt 
said in Paris. 

Mr. Cohen, who has also 
visited Bosnia during his 
European tour, was later 
holding talks with Italian 
[>efence Minister Beniami- 
no Andreatta. 

He was then to head for 
meetings in Brussels with 
NATO Secretaiy-General 
Javier Solona and perma- 
nent representatives to the 
alliance before returning to 
Washington. 

Mr. Dini and Mr. Cohen 
said their breakfast talks 
had also dealt with NATO 
plans to expand into Eastern 


Europe, alliance relations 
with Russia and the .situa- 
tion in the Balkans, includ- 
ing the UTwest in Albania. 

The United States is lead- 
ing the alliance campaign 
for expansion, w'hich faces 
a crucial moment at a 
N.ATO summit in Madrid in 
July when the first post- 
cold war invitations to ex- 
Communist states are to be 
issued. 

Russian President Bori.s 
Yeltsin, in his annual state 
of the nation address Thurs- 
day. attacked NATO's 
plans, calling them an at- 
tempt to "squeeze" Russia 
out of Europe. 

Mr. Cohen said negotia- 
tions on a NATO chaner 
with Russia, designed to 
allay Moscow's fears, were 
proceeding but enlargement 
by the alliance would go 
ahead. 

"We think that (the charter) 
is important hut we also be- 
lieve that NATO enlargement 
must go forward and w'ill go 
forward," Mr. Cohen said. 


China 

arrests 7 for 
bombings 
in Muslim 


region 

BEUING, (R) — China 
has arrested seven suspects 
in bomb attacks that Idlled 
nine people and wounded 
74 in the restive Muslim 
region of Xinjiang last 
week, a pro-Beijing riews- 
paper said Friday. 

“Seven suspects have 
been arrested. They did not 
have other weapons, just 
bombs,” Hong Kong's 
Wen Wei Po newspaper 
said, quoting Wang Le- 
quan. Communist Party 
boss in Xinjiang. 

Officials in the far west- 
ern region, contacted from 
Beijing by telephone, dec- 
lined to comment. 

Exiled Uigbur national- 
ists said from the Kazakh 
capital of Almaty Thurs- 
day that Chinese police 
had arrested at least 20 eth- 
nic Uighurs in Urumqi and 
Yining near Xinjiang's 
border with Kazakhstan. 

Three bombs planted on 
buses blew up within min- 
utes of each o±er in the 
regional csqiital Urumqi on 
Feb. 25 in an apparently 
coordinated attack that co- 
incided with funeral rites 
in Beijing for paramount 
leader Deng Xiaoping. 

A fourth bomb failed to 
explode. 

'The exiled Uighur natio- 
nalists clmmed responsi- 
bility for the bus bombings 
and for a similar, previous- 
ly unreported attack near 
the Kazakh border Mon- 
day. 

1^. Wang, Xinjiang's 
Communist flirty boss, de- 
nied any new bomb attacks 
and said martial law had 
not been declared follow- 
ing the three blasts in 
Urumqi, according to the 
newspaper. 

The official Xinjiang 
Dally said Wednesday an 
unspecified number of sus- 
pects were in custody for 
having made and planted 
the Irambs. while others 
were believed to have sold 
detonators for the explo- 
sives. 

The Wen Wei Po news- 
paper also quoted Minister 
of Public Secuiit>' Tao Siju 
as saying all suspects had 
been arrested and no one 
was still at large. 

That contradicted the 
Xinjiang Daily, which had 
said police were hunting 
for other suspects. 

Mr. Tao ^so said the 
unrest in Xinjiang was "an 
adventurous act by a group 
of young people” while the 
Xinjiang newspaper called 
it a "planned and coordi- 
nated act of destruction by 
a terrorist group." 

Muslim separatists want 
10 set up an independent 
“East Turkestan” in Xin- 
jiang, home to many Tur- 
kic-speaking people, inc- 
luding the Uighur ethnic 
minority. 


China appeals for calm In 
North Korean defector crisis 


BEUING (R) — Chinese 
Foreign Minister Qian Qi- 
chen Friday app^ed to 
north and South Korea for 
calm in trying to end a dip- 
lomatic standoff uiggered 
by the defection of a Pyong- 
yang leader more than three 
weeks ago. 

Hwang Jang-Yop, North 
Korea's most influential 
ideological theoretician, has 
been stranded behind a tight 
police guard at the South 
Korean consulate since he 
sought asylum there on Feb. 
12. spariung a three-way 
diplomatic crisis. 

China was still investigat- 
ing Mr. Hwang's case, Mr. 
Qian told a news confer- 
ence in Beijing's Great Hall 
of thePeopIe. 

“We hope all sides can 
take a cool-headed attitude 
so as to solve tlus problem 
as soon as possible,” Mr. 
Qian said. He gave no de- 
tails of the issues blocking a 
resolution. 

Mr. Hwang's defection 
has forced China to choose 
between an old communist 
ally in North Korea and a 
new capitalist friend in the 
South. 

Mr. Hwang's case was 
essentially a matter bet- 
ween the two Koreas. but 
since it had taken place in 
Beijing it came under Chi- 
nese jurisdiction. Mr. Qian 
said. 

“China right now is con- 
ducting its investigation. 
We will follow international 
law and common interna- 
tional practice to solve this 
problem,” he said, adding 
Beijing would take into 


account the need to promote 
peace on the Korean penin- 
sula. 

Analysts say Mr. Hwang 
will likely end up in Seoul 
but Beijing is anxious to 
help North Korea save face 
by being seen to give due 
consideration to the Stali- 
nist hermit kingdom's con- 
cerns. 

South Korean officials 
said no progress had been 
made in recent days to end 
the crisis around Mr. 
Hwang, architect of Pyong- 
yang's ruling ideology of 
self-reliance. 

'There has been no head- 
way,” said South Korean 
embassy spokesman Chang 
Moon-lk without elaborat- 
ing. 

South Korean officials 
have said talks over Mr. 
Hwang's future were dis- 
rupted first by ±e death on 
Feb. 19 of Chinese para- 
mount leader Deng Xiao- 
ping and later by the annual 
session of the National Peo- 
ple's Congress, or parlia- 
ment. 

Mr. Hwang’s defection 
has placed exua strains on 
ties between the two 
Koreas, arch-enemies since 
the 1 950-53 civil war ended 
in an uneasy ceasfire, but 
there have been signs that 
tensions could be easing. 

South Korea and the 
United States — allies who 
battled joint North Korean 
and Chinese forces during 
the civil war — Thursday 
cancelled joint military 
exercises in a goodwill ges- 
ture to nudge Pyongyang 
towards peace tallu. 


This year’s Team Spirit 
war gomes were called off 
just hours after a landmaric 
gathering of representatives 
from Seoul. Pyongyang and 
Washington in New York 
that was designed to lead to 
formal peace talks. 

In Beijing. Chinese police 
armed wi^ assault rifles 
and backed by armoured 
personnel carriers main- 
tained their strict cordon 
around Seoul's consulate in 
the capital's tree-lined dip- 
lomatic quarter. 

North Korean officials 
who kept vigil in the area 
for the first, week after Mr.^ 
Hwang'?, defectioji have*^ 
since kept a low profile, and 
South Korea’s Chang dis« 
missed reports that some 
Pyongyang agents had at- 
tempted to break into the 
consulate. 

"That is entirely ground- 
less,” Mr. Chang said of 
reports that police had fired 
shots when North Koreans 
scaled the wall of a neigh- 
bouring compound. 

"Nothing happened last 
week." he said. 

A South Korean official 
Saturday hinted that Beijing 
and Seoul had agreed that 
Mr. Hwang should be sent 
to an unidentified third 
country before coming to 
the South. 

'The best solution to this 
issue is to have Hwang 
flown directly to Seoul, but 
this is merely our wishful 
thinking." the unidentified 
Foreign Ministry official 
was quoted as saying by 
Yonhap News Agency. 


Yeltsin snubs parliament, pleases 
investors by naming Chubais 


MOSCOW. (AFP) — The 
appointment of liberal eco- 
nomist Anatoly Chubais as 
first deputy prime minister 
is a challenge to parliament 
and a sign of President Bo- 
ris Yeltsin's drive to breathe 
new life into Russia's slug- 
gish market reforms. 

The appoinonent, an- 
nounced late Friday, came 
Just a day after Mr. Yeltsin 
promised (hat the govern- 
ment’s structure and per- 
sonnel would change, in a 
state of the nation speech 
lambasting government “fat 
cats” for ±eir failure to 
tackle chronic delays in 
wage and pension pay- 
ments. 

But Mr. Yeltsin also ac- 
cused parliament deputies 
of delaying vital legislation, 
making an already bad 1 997 
budget worse and feather- 
ing their own nesis. 

For the Communist and 
nationalist deputies who 
dominate the lower house, 
the State Duma, the ap- 
pointment of Mr. Chubais is 
a direct snub, since they 
have repeatedly demanded 
his head, charging that he 
impoverished millions of 
Russians during mass pri- 
vatisation. 

As Kremlin chief of staff, 
Mr. Chubais, 41, played an 


influential behind-the- 
scenes role, largely control- 
ling access to the president, 
but he is best known for 
masterminding the coun- 
try's huge privatisation pro- 
gramme from November 
1991 to November 1994. 

Along with Prime Minis- 
ter Viktor Chernomyrdin, 

Mr. Chubais effectively ran 
the country during Mr. Yel- 
tsin's long absence due to 
heart problems and pneu- 
monia following his re- 
election last July. 

“The authorities can break 
the negative trend in the 
economy and bring order to 
the country, especially in 
paying salaries and pen- 
sions," Mr. Chubais said 
after his appointment was 
announced. 

Meanwhile. Communist 
Party leader Gennady Zyu- 
ganov, runner-up to Mr. 
Yeltsin in the elections, said 
the appointment “will lead 
to nothing except more 
aggravation of the situation 
in the country." 

Duma speaker and Com- 
munist Pany member Gen- 
nady Seleznev also de- 
nounced the move as “a 
challenge to ail Russia.” 

And ultra-nationalist lea- 
der Vladimir Zhirinovsky 
condemned what he called 


"the reshuffling of the pre- 
sent clique of politicians, 
like a greasy old pack of 
cards." Interfax News 
Agency reported. 

However, Moscow stock 
market traders and the U.S. 
administration saw Mr. 
Chubais' appointment as a 
smart move. 

Moscow investment com- 
pany cenire-invest-securi- 
ties predicted that stocks 
would take off when mar- 
kets opened next Tuesday. 
In January 1996 the stock 
market slumped after Mr. 
Chubais was dismissed as 
first deputy prime minister. 

Mr. Chubais speaks the 
same free market language 
as Russia’s major cr^itors 
in the West. 

U.S. State Department 
spokesman Nicholas Bums 
described him Friday as “a 
very talented, lough advo- 
cate of Russia's national 
interests." adding: “We 

look forward to working 
with him.” 

Grigory Yavlinsky, leader 
of the Yabloko oppo.sition 
reformist movement, said 
that at a meeting with him 
Thursday Mr. Chubais had 
proposed including Yabloko 
members in the new gov- 
ernment. Moscow Echo ra- 
dio reported. 
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Veto hampers peace 

THE U.S.' veto of a U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tion calling on Israel to abandon plans to build a 
new Jewish settlement in Arab East Jerusalem 
will, regardless of what the Americans themselves 
think about it, certainly be seen in Israel as a 
green light to go ahead with its construction 
scheme. After 50 state representatives took the 
floor at the council to condemn the latest IsraeU 
settlement programme, including the V.S. itself, 
Washington's European allies (including Great 
Britain, France, Portugal and Svpedenl sponsored 
the draft resolution reflecting the unanimous view 
of those countries. Against tiiis backdrop all the 
American rhetoric against the most recent Israeli 
settlement project in Arab East Jerusalem went 
down the drain when its representative decided to 
cast the only negative vote against the draft reso- 
lution. 

IVow that w*e know what most probably would be 
the IsraeU interpretation of the latest American 
move, the negative Arab assessment of 
Washington's vote should come as no surprise to 
anybody. One obvious construction of the (J.S. 
veto would lend support to the long-held Arab 
view that W'ashingtOD may sometimes venture 
uito giving the Arab side some rhetorical solace on 
Israeli creeping annexation of Arab territories, 
but when it comes to action, there can be no 
doubt where It stands. No w'onder the U.S. was the 
sole country involved in the peace process that 
welcomed the Israeli decision to hand over a mere 
two per cent of territory to the Palestinian side 
after a stormy cabinet session in which 10 minis- 
ters sujiport^ the insignificant Israeli redeploy- 
mietit and.'^'i^’^n^^iriiaw in it great dangers to 
thieir couiB?^^.*' EVen thil^ net two per cent with-- 
di’awal h^'^o many'strings attach^ to it that 
mabe th^' 'i»-called liberated Palestinian areas 
look more and more like **Swiss cheese.” Israel’s 
latest redepolyment move was predicated on so 
many concUtions including the continued control 
of all West Bank arteries as to make the 
Palestinian areas easy targets for choking by the 
Israeli military, over and above the fact that 
Palestinian towns and cities would remain effec- 
tively isolated from one another. 

' If this is a sample of what Ues ahead for the sec- 
j ond and final redeployment plans, then the 
Palestinians might as well have low or no expec- 
tations from the peace process. With more and 
more Israeli extremists calling on Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu not to budge any further in 
the projected second and third redeplo}7nent 
plans from Palestinian areas till the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) renounces any future 
plans to declare its own independent state, the 
stage is set for no better than deterioration on the 
Palestinian track and elsewhere. 

AR.^BIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

IN iTS drive to tight bureaucnicy unJ bring uhout changes in . 
(he public tidmiiiisiration system (he government needs pop- 
ulur bucking and it' it succeeils. its populariw will increa.se and 
its task will be well tippreciuteJ by die public, said Ramadan 
Rawashdeh. a u riier for AI Ra*i Saturday. To pariiy achieve I 
this gcKil. said the writer, the goveniment is faced with such | 
questions as smuggling and drug trafficking, on illicit opera- 
tion conducted by some people with influence within the gov- 
eniment circles and with the local communities and budia res- 
idents. Government reports in 1996 revealed that latge quan- 
tities of drugs, as well us cigarettes und weapons, have been 
smuggled into the countA' either for sole here or on their way 
to a ncighKturing stale, noted the writer. He said during a visit 
to the hcadquaners of the border and badia police. King 
Hussein said that all efforb should be e.xerted to deal with the 
drug (rulTicktng und .smuggling operations which ore con- 
ducted by armed gangs. Other questions that face the present 
govemmem .'uid require urgent solutions include the unau- 
thorised drilling of urtesian wells, which depletes under- 
ground water resources, und the illeguj seizure of and squat' 
ling 011 sUite-owned land.s. the writer said, adding that people 
with influence are practising the.se vioLitioas. The writer said 
the Kaboriti government i.s quite capable of dealing with th^ 
issues which were newr or poorly tackled by all previous 
govemmenb. 

A V'^RITER for .AI Majd weekly criticised the covemment 
for its drive to increase Jordans debts through continually 
obtaining lo;ins from different sources, ignoring Parliament's 
clear warning again.si this practice. .Ahmad Nimri said that 
last week the govcmmeni signed a deal to purchase 100.(XX) 
tonnes of .American wheat for $21 million during 1997 
instead of creating incentives to local farmers to produce 
cereals and ignoring the foci that the national debt has jumped 
over the $5i*00 million mark. The International Monetary 
Fund, which is supposed to help Jord:in cam- out an eco- 
nomic rc.structuring progninune. recently announced that it is 
lending Jordan $46.6 million during 1997. raising the fund’s 
debts to Jordon to more than $231 million, noted the writer. 
Noting that the 1989 economic crisU, which caused a deval- 
uation of the Jordanian currency and was the reason behind 
disturbances, hud been caused by the country's heavy indebt- 
ednes.s. the writer .said the time has conw for the govemmciil 
to realise that the policy of continual borrowing is bound to 
yield .similar results. The writer .said that Parliament ought to 
take up litis issue und conduct u thorough and in-depih inves- 
tigation into this very seiious problem. 


Winners and losers in Arab free trade area 


BITTER EXPERIENCES taught us not to take joint Arab 
projects seriously, be they political or economical. Such 
projects usually are either empty slogans that evaporate in 
no time or solemn resolutions, taken at the highest ieveU 
only to be filed and shelved with no action or follow up. 

We like to believe that the recent decision made within 
the framework of Arab League to form a pan-Arab free 
trade area over ten year^ i.s an exception and dtat it will 
turn out to be a serious decision meant for action and 
implementation, especially that Arab decision makers 
were realistic and modest this time and opted for gradual 
implementation of the project over a reasonable period of 
time, to allow for adjustment 

I do not have access to the detailed Arab project if there 
is one. nor to the timetable of ociioi.. if any. to be token by 
the committed parties. All I know is that the ambitious 
project calls for a reduction of customs duty on imports 
from member states at the rate of 10 per cent a year of the 
e.xrsting rate, so customs will disappear altogether after ten 
years, when all Arab countries will form one integrated 
markeL 


If that is all. we reckon that Jordan, perhaps, did not get 
a fair deal which secures its interests because the problem 
in our trade with other Arab countries is not only customs 
duty but also other non-tariff hairiers. such as administra- 
tive. technical and regulatory restrictions which are worse 
than tariffs. The question therefore is whether there will be 
an agreed programme, with a definite timetable, to remove 
The non-^fiff barriers faring inter-Arab trade. 

On the other hand, we have the problem of different eco- 
nomic systems: in some Arab countries, imports and 
exports are left to businessmen in the private sector who 
respond to incentives such as the reduction of customs 
duty for imports from a certain country or group of coun- 
tries. Jordan is one of them. In other Arab countries, the 
public sector is responsible for the major part of imports 
and exports: one example is Syria, where the bureaucrats 
conducting the business do not care less about saving part 
of the import duty which is payable by government to gov- 
ernment and. accordingly wiU not respond to lowering the 
rates. In such a case. Jo^an will obviously be the loser. 

Another important factor which should be taken into 


Copenhagen Declaration: A watershed 
for debate on normalisation? 


By Sa'eda Kilani 

WHEN A number of Arab 
Intelleccuals and politi- 
cians accepted a Danish 
Foreign Ministry invita- 
tion to Copenhagen lo 
meet Israeli counterparts 
last montIt and to issue a 
joint djeclaration in favour 
of working together for 
peace in the Middle East, 
they were fully aware of 
what jay ahead of them 
after they returned home. 
They knew that what tliey 
were about to discuss and 
sign would not be received 
with accolades back in 
their countries, where anti- 
normalisation-with-I$mel 
sentimems ran high and 
deep. Past experiences had 
shown that participants in 
similar meetings since and 
before the Madrid confer- 
ence were showered with 
harsh criticism from the 
left and the right simply 
for talking to Israelis. 

Most of those invited to 
Copenhagen went anyway 
in the belief that their guest 
for peace was more impor- 
tant chan their being a tar- 
get of criticism. Some of 
them might have even fell 
or hoped that their partici- 
pation would this time 
around succeed in throw- 
ing off balance opponents 
of the so-called ‘'normali- 
sation process." 

Maybe they were right. 
For. judging by the reac- 
tion the Copenhagen 
Declaration has drawn so 
far. it. is evident that most 
of the criticism (there was 
praise and support too) 
centred not on the meeting 
with the Israelis per se but 
on what was said during 
the meeting and what was 
achieved by it. 

In the debate that fol- 
lowed tile publication of 
the Copenhagen 

Declaration in the national 
press, columnists, analysts 
and other writers were 
more interested in the out- 
come of the meeting and 
whether it had met the 
Palestinian and Arab aspi- 
rations. There was little 
mention and/or criticism 
of the idea of meeting with 
Israelis. 

If we look closely at the 
campaign of criticism 
launched against the 
Copenhagen meeting, we 
find that it was mostly con- 
centrated on the absence in 
the document of certain 
points related to 
Palestinian rights. 

PanicipanLs were mainly 
questioned on what was 
achieved on Jerusalem, 
settlements and the 
Palestinians’ right of 
return. Although these 
three issues were covered 
in the document, except 
for the specific mention of 
the right of return. critic.s 
said they were not tackled 
extensively enough. 
Others said panicipanis 
were not given time to 
shape the deduniiion. and 
had to sign something that 
was drafted by a small, 
select group of Egyptians 
and Israelis. Which is, by 
the way. not true, accord- 
ing to the Jordanians who 
went to E>eiimark. 

l\irning point 

This, then, appears to be 
a turning point in the histo- 
ry of "noimalisaiion” of 


relations with Israel. Such 
kind of criticism as w'as 
levied at the Arab partici- 
pants could be seen as frin- 
damemaJly different from 
the attacks .Arab "pro-nor- 
malisation elements" did 
and would receive from 
their opponents not so long 
ago. 

Gone are the days, it 
seems, when attending an 
occasion where Israelis 
were present was consid- 
ered an act of sacrilege. It 
was in those days when 
Adonis, one of &e most 
prominent and progressive 
Arab writers, was expelled 
from the .Arab Writers 
Union for taking part in a 
meeting in Granada 
(Spain) with Israeli intel- 
lectuals. it was soon after 
the Granada meet took 
place when he turned 
down an invitation to 
come to Jordan. He did not 
come here because a fierce 
campaign was launched 
against him for going to 
the UNESCO-sponsored 
gathering In Spam. Anti- 
normalisation elements 
had la^Ued the Lebanese- 
born .Adonis a traitor and a 
thinker "whose thoughts 
and ideas would poison the 
minds of the coming gen- 
eration" simply because he 
accepted (o sit down and 
talk to Israelis. 

At the time, all other 
writers and supporters of 
the Granada meeting were 
also put on the blacklist by 
the ami-normalisation ele- 
ments. Not only that pro- 
fessional associations in 
Jordan adopted, shortly 
afterwards. resolutions 
banning their members 
from dealing with Israelis 
in any shape or fonn. An 
engineer or a doctor who 
participated in a meeting 
with an Israeli counterpart 
was threatened with expul- 
sion from the union. 

One lawyer, the head of a 
pro-peace political par^. 
was expend from the bar 
association for visiting 
Israel. A writer's member- 
ship was terminated for 
giving an interview to an 
Israeli newspaper. Sultan 
Hatiab. now a claily colum- 
nist for Al Ra'i daily, 
fought a long battle with 
the Jordan Press 
Association (JPA) because 
he gave an ^^ler^’iew to 
Israel Television during 
the Madrid Conference in 
1991. It was only after a 
court ruling that he 
regained his membership 
in the JP.A of which he had 
been deprived. 

Changing tunes 

Today, it would be prac- 
tically impossible to call 
for die political isolation 
of Adnan Abu Odeh, 
Jordan's former ambas- 
sador to the U.N.. for par- 
ticipating in the Denmark 
meeting. Nor is it conceiv- 
able that critics of the 
Copenhagen document 
would send threatening 
letters or launch personal 
attacks on the participants 
accusing them of treason, 
as in fact they did before. 
It is true that a committee 
of the Engineers Union has 
called for the expulsion of 
member Zeyad Salah for 
signins the declaration. 
But it looks as if the union 
will have to be engaged in 
a tough, drawn-out battle 


to succeed in doing that. 
Extremist voices who. in 
the name of intellect and 
conscience, had lived on 
terrorising people and 
accusing them of treason 
and disloyalty, are losing 
their forum gradually. 

Or so it seems. 

Critics nowadays seem 
to favour a more practical 
approach, more reasonable 
and constructive criticism. 

An outspoken opposition 
Lower House of 
Parliament member. 

Toujan Fai^. known for 
her hanlline stands against 
the peace treaty "with 
Israel, recently wrote that 
the Copenhagen 

Declaration was a move in 
the right direction. She 
descrited it as a positive 
outcome "especially that it 
points to the need to pres- 
sure Lsr^I to freeze settle- 
ments and rid the region of 
mass destruction 

weapons." Ms. Faisal said 
the Denmaik meeting 
achieved more than the 
Oslo accords but she chal- 
lenged participants to 
implement ±e document 
they had signed. Her posi- 
tion would have been 
unthinloti>le a vear or more 


Reasons behind change 

Now if this indeed is a 
change from the past, what 
did it indtrce? Might it be 
the realisation by the 
"rejectionisis" in the Arab 
countri^ Jordan in partic- 
ular, that, in the final 
analysis, there is no alter- 
native to peace? Do they 
now realise the fact chat 
taking up guns and starting 
a war to restore Palestinian 
and Arab rights is not on 
the cards and. anyway, it 
was never a real i^ssibili- 
ty? 

Some analysts see a rela- 
tionship between this line 
of thinking and the evolv- 
ing dynamics in Israeli 
politics. Fears and con- 
cerns thru were lishered in 
by the coming to power of 
Benyamin Netanyahu may 
have helped the realisa- 
tion. by many Arabs, that 
unless Israeli peace forces 
worked from within Israel 
it^lf Che area will return to 
war. Since even the most 
outspoken of the Arab 
opposition groups are not 
advocating such war. they 
might now accept that the 
Arabs have to talk to 
Israeli peaceniks, or at 
least to chose in Israel who 
seek political accommoda- 
tion with the Arab World 
as a way to preempt the 
Israeli ri^i-wing groups* 
expansionist programme. 

Another factor tiiai might 
have contributed to this 
shift is the changing politi- 
cal climate in the 
Kingdom. For one thing, 
the Wadi Araba peace 
treaty removed Israel from 
the enemy list This was 
accompanied by a series of 
new' measures and laws 
that deprived the rejeccion- 
ists of tools that they could 
have easily used to fight 
those who talked and dealt 
with the Israelis. So the 
tretUy. while still being 
opposed by the rejection- 
(sts in Che name of anti- 
normalisation, has put a 
limit CO how far they could 
go in imposing on 
Jonianian intellectuals. 


businessmen and other cit- 
izens radical modes of 
thinking and behaviour. 

On the other hand, the 
opposition has been enjoy- 
ing relatively more free- 
di^ to say what they wane 
on relations w'ith Israel 
since the present govern- 
ment took office last 
February. When the oppo- 
sition wanted to organise 
an ami-normalisation con- 
ference two years ago, it 
was not allowed. Today, 
professional associations, 
opposition figures and 
political parties find it rel- 
atively easy to organise, 
prepare and lobby against 
such activities as the 
Israeli exhibition chat was 
held here two months ago. 
This, and the two other 
governments since the 
treatjf was signed, might 
see differently on why and 
how this relative openness 
has developed. But it ^oes 
without saying that objec- 
tive reasons lay behind the 
change in as far us Israeli 
relations with Jordan and 
Jordanians are concerned. 

Although the Engineers 
Union is likely to pursue 
attempts to expel Mr. 
Salah. it now appears to be 
more interested in fighting 
for its members' rights. 
The union is currently 
organising general strikes 
to protest what it calls the 
government's unfulfllJed 
promises concerning engi- 
neers' salaries and privi- 
leges. 

For political parties and 
activists, the election law 
and the next general elec- 
tions seem to be far more 
important at this stage than 
ties with Israel. The appar- 
ent shift in the Islamists' 
attitudes, in particular, 
whether tow'ards participa- 
tion in the government 
without the latter renounc- 
ing the peace treaty with 
Israel or accepting the 
existence of the Jewish 
state without the need for 
them to deal directly with 
its offlcials. can largely 
explain why the Islamic 
Action Front (lAF) played 
down its opposition to the 
Copenhagen Declaration 
(by mentioning it almost in 
passing — without the 
usual fiery words) after it 
was adopted. 

In any case. Jamil 
Hamanti. a Hamas leader 
on the West Bank, took 
pan in the Copenhagen 
meeting, even though he 
expressed a reservation on 
the sentence in the declara- 
tion concerning Jerusalem. 

Mr. Hamanii's participa- : 
tion is not necessarily an 
indication of Hamas' shift 
in position towards Israel. 
Not that, if it were, the 
Palestinian Hamas reflects 
the position of Hamas 
abroad or the Islamists in 
Jordan. 

A rosy picture of an 
important change in atti- 
tudes towards Arab dia- 
logue with Israelis might 
have been drawn here, but 
in the absence of real 
instruments to measure 
such shifts we can only 
rely on analyses and per- 
ceptions. In the. final 
analysis, though, the 
Copenhagen meeting was 
itself a litmus rest whose 
results the participants 
themselves will be awtut- 


account is the fact that customs rates vary a lot from one 
Arab country to another. The ceiling in Jordan is currently 
40 per cent while it is only four per cent in the United Arab 
Emirates (U/tiE). Five years from now. the Jordanian 
charge on commodities imported from the UAE will be 
reduced by 20 per cent of the value, which would give 
UAE exports a great advantage over foreign products in 
the Jordanian markeL At the same lime, the charge on 
Jordanian products exported to UAE will be reduced by a 
mere two per cent, which does not make a difference and 
will not give Jordanian exports a real advantage or a com- 
petitive edge over foreign products in the U.AE markets. 

In order for an Arab f^ trade area to succeed, it should 
be reciprocal and equally beneficial to all member states 
or at least very close to being equal. The system should 
take into account the differences between the economic 
regimes of various Arab states. It must establish a fund to 
compensate the parties that may suffer by losing more rev- 
enue and gaining less acces.s to .‘\rab markets, such os 
Jordan. The rich experience of the European Union must 
be thoroughly studied and utilised. 


LETTERS 

No selective privatisation 

To the Editor: 

I WAS privileged to have lived in the U.K. during the 
Thatcher revolution, at a time when a massive privati- 
sation programme was under way. I believe that pri- 
vatisatioD is not merely selling state-owned companies 
to the private sector. It means much more: it means that 
air travellers do not only enjoy a better seixice on 
British Airways, they also oum shares in it: it means 
that housew'ives can buy shares in British gas and use 
their profits to offset their gas bills: it means that tele- 
phone users can now get as many tel^^ne lines as 
they want and also own shares making them feel that 
they are pan of the company. I maintain my conviction 
that privatisation means more than selling state compa- 
nies. 

Unfortunately, in Jordan privatisation is taking a dif- 
ferent course. State-owned companies are turning into 
privately owmed enterprises. The newly established 
phone company, for example, is becoming more effi- 
cient In cutting people's lines thun providing a better 
service. Despite repeated complaints, the Jordan 
Telecommunication Company fJTC> is still changing 
telephone numbers without giving people adequate 
notice. Finding new telephone numbers in west 
Amman is becoming a full-time job for many people. 

As a business owner. 1 am dreading the trouble 1 wiU 
face if or when my numbers will be changed. On the 
other hand, the privately owned mobile telephone com- 
pany. Fast Link, is evidently overloaded with sub- 
scribers and it looks like the network is crumbUng with 
users who have no choice but to subscribe to the ser- 
vice. The company's onIy .interesi„it seems, is prevent- 
ing the government from issuing a new licence to 
another company. 

The recent debate. In the Jordan Times, between the 
JTC and Fast Link was merely one between someone 
wbo was making money and someone else who was 
trying to make more. Tbe words "better service" and 
"customer satisfaction" were only cosmetically added 
to the debate. 

Meanwhile, the electricity company seem.s to be fol- 
lowing the trend set by ibc JTC. Apparently, those 
responsible for cutting the power supply get extra ben- 
efits for doing so. 

Last week, f walked into my office to find out that the 
electricity was cut off without previous notice. The 
employee who did that did not even have the profes- 
sional sense to ask u.s to .switch off our computers. Jet 
alone ask if the bills have been paid. (Our bills had 
been paid earlier through the bank, but did not register 
on the computer printout he later presented). That same 
afternoon my father showed me his newly acquired 
electricity bill which read: Current meter reading 4,190 
units, previous reading 192. consumption 5.200 units. 
Was that also part of the new efficiency? 

On a more personal note. I had a very good business 
relationship with a newly privatised establishment To 
my disbelief, after the establishment was sold under the 
table to a privately owned company, the new share- 
holders started to impose their rules on the establish- 
ment. Instead of opening up the scope for suppliers to 
compete, contracts started to be given according to 
favouritism rather than merit. 

Finally. I think that the government should look first 
at the Jordanian consumer as the “strategic partneri’ 
before inviting foreign companies to invest. 
Privatisation means, f think, mass copiraiism and not, 
as we see it here, selective private ownership. 

Amjad Tadros, 
Amman. 


To clone or not to clone 

To the Editor: 

THERE HAS been much talk and debate over human 
cloning. This controversial issue needs to be thought 
over b^use many people and scientists are against it. 
But I look at the issue from a different angle. I think it 
has to be considered not only on ethical or religious 
grounds, but also on what it represents as a scientific 
breakthrough. Since scientists have cloned a varietv of 
plants and animals successfully for decades, then why 
not human.«i? 

People of the earth should remember that despite the 
destructive results of the worid wars, great technologi- 
cal advancements have occurred because of them. 

Let us be realistic and indeed thank the scientists for 
the new breakthrough. 

Ziad Abu Hamdieh. 

Amman. 

7%e Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions 
from Its readers on any subject they wish to tackle. 
Letters intended for publication, however, should con- 
lain the writer's fitll name and preferably address as 
well. Names can be witkfield only upon request and 
ttwer social circumstances. Letters are subject to 
firing. The newspaper is not responsible for the return 
of unused manuscripts. 



German hostages allowed to phone home 


Features/N ews 

The weird are among us or the 
aliens have taken over global media 

n— 


Jordan Irnies, Sunday, March 9, 1997 


By Gwj'nne Dyer 


Full employment is 
attainable goal — U.N. report 


ONE OF the best ways to 
tell that the aliens' are 
among us is a sleep rise in 
ihe weird, bizarre and 
IrankJy incredible stories in 
the media. The advance 
guard of the invaders do not 
want to lip iheir hand by 
using their own communi- 
cations systems until they 
control everything, you see. 
so meanwhile they send 
each other coded messages 
trough our mass commu- 
Cirations. 

^ 1 finally realised what 
was going on when I 
opened my paper at break- 
fast last week tmd read the 
headline: “Banana forced 
officer to have sex.” 

Reading on. one discov- 
ered that this aggressive 
huit was actually former 
Zimbabwean President 
Canaan Banana. Banana 
had allegedly forced his 
attentions on his aide, Jefia 
Dube, when he was presi- 
dent. TTien in 1995, Dube, 
by now' a policeman, shot 
dead a colleague w'ho 
teased bim about it — and 
the court tliat jailed him for 
10 years last week 
acknowledged the extenu- 
ating circumstances. 

Well, maybe that is the 
real story, but the aliens' 
agents are fiendishly subtle. 
They do not communicate 
through small ads in the 
languages of the Lesser 
Beielguese Moons, because 
that son of thing inevitably 
Jt'aws aoendon. Much bet- 

rV 


ter to fabricate fantastic 
'news” stories that let them 
slip in coded messages. 

I knew that was their 
game when I turned the 
page the same morning and 
found the story of Moham- 
mad Ali Jinnah and Oracu- 
!a. 

Jinnah was the founder of 
Pakistan where he is known 
as the "Quaid-e-Azara” 
tSreai leader). He was a 
much more attractive char- 
acter than most "great lead- 
ers," an urbane, witty, 
whisky-drinking law’yer 
w’ho lived most of his life in 
the cosmopolitan city of 
Bombay and never set up a 
single concentration camp. 
He is not tremendously 
popular in India, since he 
brought about the partition 
of the British raj almost sin- 
gle-handedly in 1947. but 
he is deeply revered in Pak- 
istan. 

So it is understandable 
that the Pakistoni govern- 
ment and private investors 
are pouring funds into a 
big-budget movie about 
Jinnah. It is even under- 
standable that the film will 
insist that Jinnah gave up 
alcohol and became a 
devoutly observant Muslim 
in the last twelve months 
(w'ell. all right then, the last 
twelve minutes) of his life. 

Bui what could have 
made them cast Christopher 
Lee in the leading role as 
Mohammad Ali " Jinnah? 
Lee is a fine character actor, 
but he is not exactly Pak- 
istani — and his reputaiioo 


in the world is founded on 
playing villains and mon- 
sters. from Fu Monchu ro 
Dracuia. (Lee's autobiogra- 
phy is titled “Long, Tall and 
Gruesome”). 

With a swifi slosh of 
Occam's Razor, we get to 
the hean of the maner. This 
has not realh' happened at 
all. It is just another coded 
message by the aliens. Like 
the recent story “revealing” 
that Pat Boone has turned to 
heavy metal at the use of 
62. 

Pat Boone began as the 
cleanest, most anodyne 
singer in the United States 
at the dawn of rock'n'roll, 
and went on to a long, pro- 
foundly unexciting career 
as a ‘Christian” entertainer. 
Now we are supposed to 
believe that he just released 
an album called “In A Metal 
Mood: No More Mr. Nice 
Guy,” and then appeared on 
the American Music 
Awards show last month in 
black leather, fake tattoos, 
and a metal-studded obedi- 
ence collar. 

That is what the wires 
say. They even say that a 
Christian TV network has 
dropped Boone's weekly 
show, “Gospel America." 
as a result. But people who 
believe that would probably 
also believe the report from 
Ghana that at least twelve 
‘'sorcerers” were beaten to 
death last month for mak- 
ing people's penises shrink 
or vanish. And that medical 
experts were appearing on 
Ghanaian television to 


explain why penises 
increase and decrease in 
size. 

That is a moment 1 am 
sorry I missed — but of 
course, it cannot really have 
happened that way. It is just 
more alien code. And the 
evidence goes on piling up: 
take the story out of Egypt 
that upper-class C^o 
teenagers have been danc- 
ing at graveyard raves to 
heavy-metal bands, and 
then engaging in satanic rit- 
uals. Police say that they 
have arrested around 300 of 
the “devil's disciples” and 
their “confessions” filled 
the Egyptian press last 
month. 

'AVe used to dance to 
heavy metal," Khaled said. 
“After that we would 
slaughter a cat or a bird and 
smear our bodies with the 
blood. Most of us also got 
high on drugs and alcohol, 
and each ritual ended with 
an orgy.” In case anyone 
missed the message, Tareq 
added: "We want lo be dif- 
ferent, to be unconvention- 
al. Satan encourages instant 
enjoyment and permits 
what religion forbids. We 
want to imitate foreigners 
and live in our own way.” 

These quotes allow only 
three interpretadons. One, 
that there are actually 
upper-class teenagers in 
Egypt stupid enough to talk 
like that to the authorities 
and the media (unlikely). 
IV’o, that the Egyptian gov- 
ernment and/or media have 
launched a cynical scare 


campaign against “foreign” 
influences (unthinkable). 
Wliicb leaves three: aliens 
made It all up. 

And my final piece of evi- 
dence: Israeli television is 
now broadcasting a weekly 
programme ca)l^ “Hanzu- 
fim” in which dolls of 
Prime Minister Benymin 
“Bibi“ Netanyahu and 
Palesdnian President Yass- 
er Arafat writhe together 
beneath rumpled sheels. 

During the long, frustr^- 
ing negotiations over the 
Israeli pull-out from 
Hebron, the host would 
intone each week: “We 
have here a couple who 
haven't reached a climax in 
eight months — despite 
maintaining full relations.” 
And when the deal was cut. 
the couple finally n^e it 
‘'Oh. Bibi. I love those 
withdrawals of yours.” 
whispered a flushed, femi- 
nine Arafot. 

There you have it: 
irrefutable proof that aliens 
have taken over die global 
media. If you still doubt iL I 
invite you to watch for fur- 
ther incredible sttxies. 
Within the ne.xt month. 1 
predict that normally seri- 
ous news sources will 
assert that the Mexican 
government is trying to 
crack down on the drug 
trade, that Russia does not 
really nuod the eastward 
expansion of NATO, and 
that John Major has a 
chance of winning die 
fonhcomiog Britl^ elec- 
don. 


NEW YORK — Full 
employment is a goal 
which can be realised 
without necessarily over- 
heating national econom- 
ics. according to a report 
to be presented to the 
Commission for Social 
Development when it con- 
venes at the U.N. head- 
quarters from Feb. .25 to 
March 6. 

The report, which was 
prepared by the secretariat 
of the International 
Labour Organisation 
(ILO). discusses “produc- 
tive employment and .sus- 
tainable livelihoods,” the 
priority theme of the com- 
mission's upcoming ses- 
.sion. accoi^ing to its 
multi-year pro^mme of 
work which addresses the 
core issues of the 1995 
World Summit for Social 
Development. 

According to the reporL 
the people of the world 
have paid a price for the 
overriding concern of pol- 
icy makers w‘ith control- 
ling inflation and reducing 
public deficits, and the 
relative neglect of mea- 
sures to combat unem- 
ployment. In Western 
Europe, unemployment is 
reaching the highest levels 
since the Great Depres- 
sion. Resuldng pressures 
threaten to undermine the 
achievement of greater 
integration within the 
European Union (EU) 
while fuelling persecution 
of nunority groups and 
immigrants and exacerbat- 
ing sixial tensions. 

In countries like the 
United States and Japan. 


unemployment is not so 
severe, but feelings of job 
insecurity are more preva- 
lent than at any time since 
die World War U. the 
report states. 

Job creation in develop- 
ing countries overall is 
lagging behind an increase 
in'^tiie fabour force averag- 
ing about 2 per cent per 
annum, the report notes, 
adding that such >^ide- 
.xpread unemployment and 
underemployment remain 
primaiy' impediments to 
poverty eradication. 

\N-Tiile rapid economic 
growth in east and south- 
east Asia has brought 
about a high rate of job 
creation over the past two 
decades, overall employ- 
ment growih in Latin 
America and the 
Caribbean declined 
sharply during the l9S0s. 
Limit^ data available on 
Africa and West .Asia indi- 
cate slumping employ- 
ment oppon^ties in 
these regions. 

Countries with 

economies in transition 
suffered major job losses 
during the post- 1 989 peri- 
od ahhou^ employment 
losses have been mo^rate 
in relation to output reduc- 
tion. says the report. Cer- 
tainly. improved employ- 
ment opportunities in 
countries where employ- 
ment was once taken for 
granted will be a key ele- 
ment in maintaining the 
economic, social and 
political transformation 
that is under way. it adds. 

Stressing that “high and 
productive levels of 


employmenL.. are funda- 
mental means of combat- 
ing poverty, of ensuring 
equi^, of meeting peo- 
ples' aspirations for par- 
ticipation in economic and 
social life, and for pre- 
serving social cohesion,” 
the report reviews 
employment policy issues 
from countries and 
regions around the world 
and presents policy rec- 
ommendatioas. 

Highlights of the find- 
ings include the follow- 
ing: 

— Economic growth 
rates need to be pushed 
higher in order to increase 
the rate of employment 
growth; 

" — I^Iitical and social 
stability are as essential to 
economic progress as is 
macroeconomic stability: 

— Consensual 

approaches to income 
detemnination can be an 
additional instrument for 
increasing employment 
and stabilising prices: 

— The excessive rigours 
of structural adjustment 
policies in indebted poor 
countries need to be mod- 
erated: 

— In some countries, “a 
more gradual and selec- 
tive approach to trade lib- 
eralisation may be war- 
ranted”; and 

— Government action to 
initiate gro>vth. such as 
incentives to new invest- 
ment. is needed to offset 
shortcomings in pure mar- 
ket mechanisms. 

United Nations 
Information Service 


Israeli satirists have fun, breaking ‘all ratings 


records ’ 



Ian Black 

TEL AVTV — No one can 
possibly mi.stake what 
Benyamin 

Netanyahu and Yasser 
.Arafat are up to. humping 
and sweating under rum" 
pled sheeu. and when the 
talk show host says “we 
have here a couple who 
haven't reached a climax 
in eight months — despite 
maintaining full rela- 
tions,” it is hard not to 
laugh. 

In the week when the 
Israeli prime nunister and 
the Palestinian .Authority 
president clinched their 
long-delayed deal on a 
pull-back' from the West 
Bank town of Hebron, the 
punchline is obvious w’hen 
the writhing couple finally 
make it: ”(5h. Bibi, I adore 
•■hose withdrawals of 
^yours," a flushed and fem- 
inine Arafat whispers to 
her relieved, manly part- 
ner. 

It is peak viewing time 
on Friday night, the start 
of the Jewish sabbath, and 
1 .4 million in a population 
of 5 million are glued to 
their television screens 
watching Hartzufim, the 
local version of Spitting 
Image, poke vicious fun at 
minisieis. generals and 
rabbis. In a deeply divided 


country with a long tradi- 
tion of biting political 
humour. Hartzufim is 
breaking all ratings 
records with its irreverent 
sketches. 

Mr. Netanyahu is furious 
about a regular item which 
feamres a troupe of 
singing and dancing 
genns^who live under the 
kitchen sink of his 
hygiene-obsessed and 
sc^dal-prone third wife, 
Sara. But the Arafat doU, 
bizarrely, is said to be 
doing wonders for the 
Palestinian leader's popu- 
larity in Israel. 

“The programme makes 
Arafat look funny, yes: 
stupid, sure: but at least he 
comes across as a human 
being, a clown, not a ter- 
rorist,” laughs one -Arab. 

Israeli officials are less 
amused. The prime minis- 
ter's senior adviser, a 
shadowy Russian-bom 
fixer called Avigdor 
Lie^rman, inevitably 
nicknamed Rasputin, is an 
attractive target for the 
latex model-makers with 
his enormous height, 
booming voice and 
sausage-like fingers. 

Sex" plays an important 
role; Limor Livnat, the 
aggressive ndnisier of 
communications, was dis- 
mayed at being shown in 


bed with Mr. Netanyahu 
(though not at the same 
time as Arafat), w'hile the 
opposition Labour Party 
leader. Shimon Peres — 


keen on Joining a broad- 
based national uni^ gov- 
ernment that will give him 
his last chance of power 
— has been cast as a 


promiscuous teenage girl. 

For many, though, the 
most memorable sketch in 
the last few months has 
been the Arafat doll hold- 


ing a man's testicles — 
“Bibi’s balls" — and 
squeezing hard every time 
the prime minister 
declares *‘no more conces- 


sions.” so that 
his booming 
bass becomes 
an agonised 
falsetto. 

So cruel are 
some of the 
ags that the 
0-minute 
programme 
DOW begins 
with a dis- 
claimer to 
remind 
gullible view- 
ers that it is 
only satire 
and not reali- 
ty. 

Orthodox 
Jews do not 
watch televi- 
sion on the 
sabbath, but 
many tune in 
for repeat 
on Tuesdays 
and are out- 
raged by its 
provocative 
vulgarit>’. 
Another satir- 
ical pro- 
gramme. the 
Cameri (Juin- 
let, has also 
provoked 
near- 

apoplexy in religious MPs 
and fuelled a campaign, 
orchestrated by Mr. 
Llebermon. to rein in the 


King and Arafat voice determination 


iContmued fnmi page 1) 

tlaticai& are completed. 

Tile King was briefed on the 
Outcome of a Joint Jordaniao- 
l^cstinian Higher Committee 
oieedng in Gaza on Saturday. 
Prime Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabarili and .Arafat deputy 
Mahmoud Abb3.s chaired iIk 
talks. 

Prcskleni Arafat and Mr. 
Ktdxiritt, in comments at a 
Joint press conference in Gaza, 
emphasised Jordanian-Pates- 
tinian determination to pursue 
cooidinotion in the face of all 
crises and challenges and 
obstacles lying tvitii the path ot 
peace process. 

Speaking after the conclu- 
sion of the meeting of the joint 
Jofdanian-Palestinian Higher 
Committee, Mr. Kabarili said 
he conveyed a message to 
Presideot Arafat from King 
Hussein underiining Jordan s 
solidarity viiib the Palestinian 
■people ^ leadership. 

' P^ideni Arafat expressed 
ai^Keciauon of Jordan con- 
tinued support of the Palespni- 
aas, voicing gratitude lo King 


Hus.cein for directing the Jor- 
danian government to main- 
lain the strongest possible ties 
\iith the Palestinian people. 

Mr. Arafat thanked the prime 
minister fcff the conclusion of 
agreements that were signed 
Saturday b>’ the concerned 
nrinisters on both sides. 

The agreemenE covered pro- 
moung cooperation in the 
fields cf communications and 
lelecommunicadotLs. economy 
and trade exchanges, highw 
education, industry', public 
works, and joint investmenK. 

Before addressing the press 
conference. Mr. Kabarili and 
Mr. Abbas, secretary of the 
Palestinian Liberation Oi;pm- 
sauon’s Executive Cofonuttee, 
signed ihe minutes of the mcei- 
ina. 

TTie two sides expressed sa- 
isfaction with the level of polit- 
ical coordination between 
them and affirmed abstrfuie 
conuniiment to the peace 
process to achieve a compre- 
hensive and lasting seriemem 
in the region on the basis of the 
Madrid peace conference of 
1991 and the accords reached 


between Arabs and Israelis. 

In the minutes. Jtxdan and 
Palestine stressed that peace 
was their sole option and that 
the implementation of the 
Israeli-F^esdnian accords in 
full represenE (he basic foun- 
dation for Palestinian-Isnieli 
peace and peace for the whole 
region. 

The two sides said they held 
identical view's concerning the 
recent Israeli measures which 
violated the Palestinian-lsraeli 
accords which stipulate that 
neither side make any changes 
that would influence the final 
status negotiations. They also 
said that the Israeli plan for 
redeployment following 
Hebron agreement does not 
cover more than two per cent 
of the l^estinian lands, stress- 
ing that ttiE contravenes 
Israel's eaiiier commitmenL 

The two .sides called on the 
Israeli government to speed up 
the redeplo'meni process to 
cover as much os Palestinian 
lands as possible. 

The two sides realfinned 
their commitment to and sup- 
pext for a joint Arab action 


and the revival of the Arab 
League's role. They agnsed to 
continue efforts to end inter- 
Arab differences and bring 
about Arab recoocIUation. 

They also agreed to call a 
meeting of the joint committee 
on the bridges to meet in turx> 
weeks to discuss ua^'el and 
trade across the bridges. 

They also called iot a mech- 
anism to ensure continued 
coordinaticNi between their 
respective customs authorities 
to facilitate the flow of goods 
across the bridges. 

The Jordanian side to the 
higher committee meetings 
included the ministers of pub- 
lic works, post and communi- 
c^ons. Awqaf and Islamic 
afTairs, planning, education, 
and transport, in addition to 
Central Bank of Jordan Gov- 
ernor Zad Farcez, the secie- 
taiy general of the Minisny of 
Industry head of the Jonianian 
representation office in Gaza 
Ziad Majoli and eccnomic 
adviser at ihe prime minisier’s 
office Basem Aw'adallah. 


Government officials, others see fresh mandate 

(Continued from page 1) 


(he prune miriisier anach such great 
inportanoe to the xitii that n loo 
can be a detenniiiing factor in the 
clui^es being o»itecni^ated. the 
.sources said 

The view (ha( (he King'& com- 
ments consomred a fresh marxiate 
for Che prime minisier was shared 
by many politicians, poriiameniari- 
ans and observers, but not ail of 
iheni'The Kira's coramenis can 
be read both wm-s.” said a well- 
placed scHBce wk quick 
odd dial "tKy most protnbly signi- 
fy a new mandoie for the eovenv 
mcnl.'' 

Senator Kamel Abu Jaber, a for- 
mer foreign mirlqer. echoed this 
feding when he said ”J think His 
Majesty was talking on two levels. 
On a higher leN'eL he was address- 
'ing a prime minisier Ionian, 
whoewr h was, on a chronic prob- 
lem concerning the real need for 
adueNnng reforms. On a second 
level the King's remarks should be 
seen as the green light and go- 
ahead for a new mandate, particu- 
larly when he (xoised ibe prime 
minister’s courage." 

According to Dr. Mxi Jaber, the 
King was pving ftime Minister 
K^ariti a new mandate, 'leQing 
him he will stand behind him and 


:uppon e\'ery efTort in relbrming 
the adnvnistTudon and bringing 
abouL hopefully, the white revolu- 
tion to the fore again.” 

Bassam A1 Emoush. an Islamist 
deputy, expres.«ed the convieden 
that although the King's remarks 
regpresenied severe criticisni of the 
govemmenL in ponkular of ibe 
social welfere fysiem. this did not 
signify' that there were plans to 
change the prime minister. Dr. 
Emoush said that the announce- 
mein regarding the King's kaiung 
(owards a .separation of powers 
between the executive and legisla- 
tive branches of government and 
not allowing parliamentarians from 
.simuhaneously holding Cabinet 
posLs was tamamount to preparing 
Ibe ground for the fcnnation of a 
new cabinet headed Mr. Kabar- 
itlAnoiher deputy, who had served 
in senior Cabinet posts, said he 
agreed that the Kirig's commenis 
repreremed a tendency low-tinis 
renewing the prime minitier's 
mandate. 

‘The King's .statements, it is true, 
have been subject to diverse inter- 
pretations.’' .said the deputy in ref- 
erence to i)v?TV interview and aUo 
to a iener HLs Majesty had sent a 
week earlier lo the prime minister 
concerning the bureaucracy. “In 


the first leoer." the deputy said, ‘the 
King voiced his criticism of the 
co^’emment and its excesave 
bureaucracy regaidiDg the 
deplorable conditions in which the 
orphans were found, but in the 
interview indications were that 
E^rimc Minister Kabarili is stay'ing 
on. This is the essence of the 
King's comments.” 

A fo r me r senior official, howev- 
er. lold the Jordan Tones yesterday 
that a correci reatfing t^ the King's 
remarks do not lead one to believe 
that a new mandate has been grant- 
ed to Mr. Kobariti. “What you had 
(In the Jonidn Times) yestoday 
w as not the correct inteipietation 
what the King said.” the fonner 
senior official said. 
siaiemem could be nsad exactly the 
opposite W'ay of renewing (the 
prime minister's) mandate.” 

Dr. Labib Qamhawi. a poliiical 
activist and former vice presdent 
of the Amman-based Arab Oigaiii- 
saiion for Human Rights, also 
doubted that His Majesty’s 
remarks could he viewed a$ a new 
mandate. “1 doubt they can be 
interpreted as a vote of confi- 
dence.'' he said, explainiiig that 
•*His Majesty was voicing loo 
many ctraimenis for them to be 
taken that way.” 

“Looking at oU his commenu. 


staie-nm channel that 
broadcasts it. 

Even the many Israelis 
who criricis^ Mr. 
Netanyahu's decision to 
open the Hasmonean tun- 
nel in East Jerusalem last 
September — triggering 
armed clashes with the 
PaJestiniaos which nearly 
killed off the Oslo peace 
process — were shocked 
by the Quintet's riposte 
earlier this month. 

It featured a scantily- 
clad actress breathlessly 
urging the prime minister: 
‘^nter my tunnel... open it 
from behind... it's so wet 
and moist and narrow. Oh, 
Bibi... Yes...” 

Another contiDversial 
item had the director 
Steven Spielberg fiilsome- 
ly thanking the Nazis’ six 
million Jewish victims as 
he collected his Oscar for 
Schindler's List. The team 
responded to a flo(yd of 
protests by saying their 
target was not the Holo- 
caust but its commerciali- 
sation. “There are more 
holy cows in this country 
than ordinary cows,” com- 
plained actor Rami Heuer- 
berg. 


The Guardian 


however, it seems clear that His 
Majesty was airing his peraonal 
concern over dvil life and the gate 
of institutions in the counuy.” 

Dr. QamhawL T hope his tiiew^ 
would usher in a serious endeavour 
for this govemment, or any odier 
one. to launch a ‘white revolu- 
tion’.” 

‘But if das govoiunent is 
embarking on such a revi^ution, it 
might be wise to give it anodier 
chance,’' Dr. Qamhawj said, 
adding that regardless of whedier 
the task will be placed in tiie hands 
of Mr. Kabarili or another prime 
nunisttr, “we need someone to pull 
it through, particiilariy with the 
foiceoftheMonaichbdiiiKlit, 9 v- 
ing added strength to push ahead 
with refonns quickly.” 

These d^fiiadng mterptetations 
were reflected in the diversQ' of 
the cover^e ihe lemaiks 
received in the local daily newspa- 
per. In two of Jordan's dvee Ara- 
Inc dailies, no mention of the man- 
date was made in (he headliiies. 
Only Al Aswaq aDuded to the issue 
of a government shake-q> in its 
lead-stay headline, but die news- 
p^dkt not mention Mr Kabariti 
byname. None of die duee dailies, 
however. ecGtoriotised on the 
King's comments concerning 
pofidca] change at die top. 
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ESCWA report: ArahGulf countries Kuwait facing privatisation obstacles 

should boost taxes to balance budget “• !=s^--2afr -ss? 'iss™«. 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Saudi Arabia and its Arab 
Gulf neighbours should 
increase taxes to ease 
reliance on volatile oil 
expert earnings and tackle a 
persistent budget deficiU a 
United Nations report said. 

The world's biggest oil 
power and its five partners 
in the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) managed to 
slash budget deficits in 
1996 but this v.os due to a 
surge in oil prices, the Unit- 
ed Nations Economic and 
Social Commission for 
Western Asia (ESCWA) 
said in its preliminary 
report for 1996. 

ESCWA. grouping the 
GCC with Iraq and six 
other Arab countries, said 
non-oil taxes in the six Gulf 
state.s were mostly import 
duties and accounted for 
only eight per cent of the 
gros.s domestic product 
(GDP) between 1992 and 
1994. 

“This is considerably 
lower than the average of 
27 per cent tax revenue to 


GDP ratio recorded in mid- 
dle-income developing 
countries", to w'hich the oil 
producing countries 

belong. 

“There is still significant 
scope, therefore, to elimi- 
nate tariff exemptions, 
expand excise taxes, and 
introduce a selective ia.\ on 
luxury goods." the Amman- 
based group said in its 
report; obtained by AFP in 
Abu Dhabi. 

“In addition, tax revenues 
could be increased by 
expanding the scope and 
coverage of the current 
income ta.\es. Such tax 
reform policies, however, 
should be implemented 
gradually while oil rev- 
enues remain relatively 
high.” the ESCWA report 
added. 

The report warned the six 
members, which control 45 
per cent of the world's oil, 
against raising non-oil 
taxes sharply and abruptly 
in response to a “possible 
significant decline in oil 
revenues in future." 


GCC countries impose 
limited taxes on companies 
and banks but do not tax 
individual income. 

Saudi Arabia, cautioned 
twice by the International 
Monetary Fund in the past 
±ree years (jver its soaring 
budget defictL has raised 
power and water rates and 
the prices of domestic 
flints as part of refonns 
which also include a grad- 
ual removal of heavy gov- 
ernment subsidies. 

But the kingdom, which 
produces more than 12 per 
cent of global crude sup- 
plies, fears the imposition 
of widespread income taxes 
after such a move triggered 
moss withdrawals by for- 
eign businessmen in the late 
1980s. 

Riyadh then retracted that 
decision, causing shock 
waves for its GCC partners, 

■ who decided against the 
introduction of large corpo- 
rate taxes. 

Striving to ease pressure 
on their budgets. GCC 
states — Saudi • Arabia. 


Kuwait Qatar, Bahrain. 
Oman and the United Arab 
Emirates ^UAE) — have 
instead introduced more 
fees on services and the 
gradual removal of subsi- 
dies. with Oman and 
Kuwait inching towards 
privatisation. 

However, the report notes 
that the sharp increase in oil 
prices has “allowed govern- 
ments to postpone addition- 
al reductions in susbsidies 
of various government-sup- 
ported goods and serv'ices.” 

Most of them have spo- 
ken about a balanced bud- 
get by the year 2000 but 
experts doubt that target 
would be achieved as they 
are reeling under large 
■domestic debts, heavy 
defence spending and the 
temptation to boost actual 
expenditure when oil prices 
increase. 

ESCWA said an increase 
of more than S3 in oil prices 
was the main reason for the 
decline in the GCC budget 
deficits in 1996. 


We’re serious about reforms, Egyptian 
minister tells U.S. investors 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Egyptian Foreign Minis- 
ter Amr Musa has 
launched a charm offen- 
sive against the power- 
ful financial community 
here to convince 
investors his country is 
serious about economic 
reforms. 

“Now i.s the time to 
change the face of the 
Egyptian economy and 
to link up with the glob- 
al economy," Mr. Musa 
told a meeting of 
bankers and business-' 
meii.;,adding^ 
open fpr business. 

Mr.'-'Musa .. arrived in 
the United States with a 
retinue of Egyptian busi- 
nessmen for a two-week 
tour that includes visits 
to Houston, Texas, and 
Washington. 

“The confidence of 
foreign investors contin- 
ues to lag behind the 
economic reality." Mr. 
Musa said. 


He stressed his coun- 
try's commitment to 
economic liberalisation 
and privatisation of state 
enterprises to lure the 
foreign investment 
Egypt needs to increase 
its gross domestic prod- 
uct (GDP) by seven per 
cent in 200(5, from 5.7 
per cent last year. 

Egypt's economy is 
currently enjoying a 
rapid expansion foTlow- 
iog the imposition of an 
austerity programme by 
the . Jlntemadgnol .. 

ago. 

Inflation was reined id 
to 5.4 per cent last year, 
the budget deficit to l.l 
per cent of the GDP and 
foreign reserves climbed 
to $19 billion. 

Investor confidence 
was bolstered in January 
when credit rating 
agency Standard and 
Egypt a 
lona-l 


isfactoiy 


long-term 


credit rating, sparking a 
rush of foreign income 
into the country. 

Standard and Poor's 
“has helped raise the 
profile or Egypt among 
emerging m^kets." said 
Alan Cnffiih, vice-pres- 
ident of the Bank of 
New York. 

Mr. Griffith said he 
sees a “new seriousness" 
in the management of 
the economy and finds 
“ample reason to be 
optimistic about Egypt's 
^ture," espeqially ;t|ie 
'^growing dynamismJ^f 
, the privatp,secior." - J' 

I j However,' some 
investors are wary, see- 
ing Egypt's economic 
spurt as a “bubble," U.S. 
ambassador to Cairo, 
Edward Walker noted, 
citing a lacklustre export 
performance, . the pre- 
ponderance of labour- 
intensive industries and 
the smallness of the mid- 
dle class. 


“Privatisation is mov- 
ing well through the cap- 
ital markets, but this 
process has not yet led to 
the management 

changes and reinvest- 
ment that is needed for 
the privatised companies 
if they are to grow.” 
observed Mr. Walker. 

He added “the Egypt- 
ian economy is taking on 
the kind of depth and 
maturity that is an indi- 
cator of long terra sus- 
^nability,*' 

s^cording' to Shafik . 
(Uabr. president (jf tber 
tr^B. Chamber of Com- 
merce in Egypt "the 
pace of change will 
quicken in 1997 with 
new structural reforms" 
like another reduction in 
customs duties, fiscal 
streamlining and 

increased protection of 
property rights. 




THE Daily Crossword 

1 


ACROSS 

1 Ego 

5 Church part 

9 Movie monster 

14 Olive genus 

15 Authentic 

16 Beethoven's 
“Fur—" 

17 Oz greeters 

1 9 Goddess of the 
hearth 

20 Goodbye 

21 Place with lots 
of bologna 

23 Broadcast 

24 Some stanzas 

27 PDQ kin 

29 Randy Newman 
hit 

34 Hindu deified 
hero 

38 Pavarotti solo 

39 Fear 

40 Winglike 

41 Across; pref. 

43 Ankle bones 

44 Persian fairies 

46 Preminger of 
film 

47 "I smell — ’ 

48 Snow White's 
friends 

51 Gen. Robert — 

52 Throwback 

57 The Sun 

59 With mouth 

agape 

62 Jay Stlverheeis 
role 

63 Frog sound 

65 Sm^ll auto 

68 Perceptive 

69 Image 

70 All — (attentive) 

71 More mean- 
spirited 

72 Office help, e.g. 

73 Knife of old 

DOWN 

1 Bodies of 
organisms 

2 Escape from 

3 Certain 
consonant 

4 Gem plane 

5 Clumsy vessel 



57 

58 


■ 

59 

63 



64 


68 





71 






by Randall J. Hartman 


6 Noted architect 

7 Beach cover 

8 Otherwise 

9 Corrected 

10 Com'da cheer 

11 Vanish 

12 Hafian wine 
center 

13 Proximate 
18 Colors 

22 Once around the 
track 

25 The thing there 

26 Sadness 

28 Blood carrier 

30 (aaucho’s rope 

31 Mystical Hindu 
doctrine 

32Tra — 

33 Redact 

34 Hits hard 

35 Nautical term 

36 Rrst-rate 

37 The Tempest” 
role 

42 Weak 
45 Tennis shoe 
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49 Morning 
moisture 

50 Fill up 

53 Ballots 

54 Que^ua 

55 (Saze fixity 

56 Code name 


57 Strikebreaker 

58 Kiiier whale 

60 Give off 

61 Gambling cubes 
64 Dined 

66 — DeLuise 

67 Econ. indicator 
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KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait's 
planning mini.ster told die 
English-language Arab Times 
that the country's privatisa- 
tion programme was facing 
major obstacles. 

“We are facing major polit- 
ical. social and economic 
obstacles to priv’adsation," 
the Arab Times quoted Ali 
Zmei'a as saying. 

“We arc currently eonducr- 
ing several studies on the pos- 
sible social and political 
impacts of the process.” he 
added in a lecture at Kuwait's 
economists Society. 

Since I994 the state has 
sold stakes in IS local firms 
for over S2 billion under the 
plan, which also involves 


holdings in 36 other firms 
worth about $3 billion, ofifi- 
. cials say. 

The later stages i^ill involve 
the more controversial pri- 
vatisation of heavily sub- 
sidised public services com- 
panies that are used to give 
jobs to Kuwaitis. 

“Our economic sectois are 
not prepared nor are they 
ready for privatisation,” said 
Mr. Zmei’a. whose country 
.controls 10 per cent of the 
world's oil reserves. 

“Thank God that the World 
Bonk recommendations ore 
neither necessary nor manda- 
tory for KuwaiL..Thank God 
that the World Bank recom- 
mendations were not linked 


with loans," he added. 

Kuwaiti parliamentarians 
have expressed fear of layoffs 
and an expected rise in 
charges by privatised basic 
services. 

The World Bank has recom- 
mended Kuwait shed hold- 
ings in a wide range of firms 
and utilities, introduce taxes, 
cut subsidies and increase 
chaiges on state services. 

Kuwait, which plans to 
eliminate its budget deficit by 
the year 2000, has no out- 
stan^ng foreign loans. It 
forecast a 1.21 billion dinar 
(S3.96 billion) deficit in the 
fiscal year which ends on 
June 30, 1997 on a budget of 
4.2 billion dinars. 
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Peanuts 


SIR. DO VOU REALLVI 
TMINK I'VE BEEN 
CRA6BV lately? 


I DONTKNOUi./lflARCIE.. 
IT SEEMS TO /WE YOU'RE 
I CRABBY ALL THE TIME.. 


I -miNK that's JUST THE 
WAY YOU ARE..I TOLERATE 
YOU BECAUSE l‘M THE 
PATIENT UNPER5TANDIN6 TYPE 

zc 



I APPRECIATE 
YOUR PU/^B 
ATTITUDE. SIR.. 





Andy Capp 



Mutt’n’Jeff 


(REMEMBER IWl 
WHATBHA T BAOTOOTH X 
LAUdHirHdl HADSOLON6 

TH4Ti4MlWP« 
HUf^ ME 



[WBLL.THBS IT 
ts > r HAP IT 
PULLEOOUT 
ITHIS MOSHINd/ 




HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST 
FOR SUNDAY, 
MARCH 9,1997 

Zfy Thomas S. Piersor^ _ 

. Astrologer, Carroll 
Rigftter foundation 

ARBS: (March 2\ to 
April 19) Any . difficulties 
which crop up today can 
be handled easily, howev- 
er. be sure you use cau- 
tion. You can rnake real 
progress later tiiis evening 
if you use ch^ and 
fin^se in handl ing any 
situation whidi could 
develcp. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) If you study peri- 
odicals carefully today, 
you can discover some 
ways to solve current dif- 
ficulties. Plan a business 
trip which can be benefi- 
cial to the success of your 
career activities .in the 
days ahead. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) .You'll have an 
opportunity today to dis- 
cuss property matters with 
an expert, so listen care- 
fully. something 

tiioughtful for your mate 
whidi be or ste will be 
quite ^ijxeciative of your 
kindness. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) If you 
are ncA sure bow to handle 
a private difficulty today, 
wait, ontil this afiemoon. 
whm a trusted fellow 
associate can provide you 
with good advice. Later 
this evening will be good 
for recreation^ nhiefa are 
»joyable. 

LEO: (July 22 m August 
21) Try to ^lend some 
quite time today by your- 
self dunking hem 
you can best irapffove yonr 
situation. Put aside until 
afeer this evening small 
chores and plea^ your 
mate with a thou^tfuj 
gesture of affection. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) This after- 
noon would be a good 
time to get togetiber with 
firieods apd plan 
soine recreational acthri- 
^ ^hich will be enjoy- 
aloik.' Please your mate 
more by getting along 
with bis or befriends and 
thereby avoid any ffifficul- 

ty- 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Be sure 
you keep your business 
interests separate from 
your borne life so that 
there won't be any diffi- 
cult situation developing. 
You should not neglect a 
close relative who is 
always on your side in any 
emeigeiK^. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21 1 Treat a 
new acquaintance whose 
background is radically 
different from your, own 
as you would anyone else, 
and everything will work 
out welL Later this 
evening meet with close 
friends for some fun activ- 
ities.^ 

SAGi'i'iARIUS; (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21) 
After handling your usual 
tasks today, sdt^ule your 
time and activities for the 
coming week so that you 
can be successful in your 
endeavours. Find a way to 
improve your home so 
that it will be comfortable. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to Jairuaiy 20) Be 
kind and ffioughtfiil to a 
fellow associate today 
with whom you have 
some issue to resolve. If 
you go out later this 
evening, take no risks 
while driving on iIk high- 
way and thereby avoid 
any difficulties. 
AQUARIUS: (Januaiy 21 
to February 19) Tiy to 
change your diet some- 
what, and get some exer- 
cise which will make you 
feel better in the days 
ahead. Enjoy the domestic 
scene wife your male and 
feer^y main* your resi- 
dence a spot of beauty and 
function. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Ihis is an ideal 
day tod^ to anend an 
affair wife close friends 
ufeich your mate has been 
interested in. Don't do 
anything to damay» yom- 
reputation or you could 
di^over that pec^de will 
scatter like ^ese. 

Birtfastone - of Marchr 

Agnamarina — Jagtf r . 
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German hostages allowed to phone home 
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UArL set to approve world’s biggest Islamic bank 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
the Uniied Arab Emirates 
(UAE) is set to announce 
the creation of the 
world's biggest Islamic 
bank, a project expected 
to trigger an investment 
rush, bankers have said. 

The economic weekly 
Emirates Today reported 


that creation of the bank 
would be announced 
Within a few weeks and 
around 55 per cent of its 
capital would be covered 
through local public sub- 
scnption. 

It said the bank would 
have a capital of three bil- 
lion dirhams ($817 mil- 


i 



Municipality of Greater Amman 
to continue removing billboards 

IN iMPLENIENTATION of recent regulati on s con- 
cerning advertising in Amman, the Municipality of 
Greater Amrnan (MoGA) will continue to remove ordi- 
nary and illuminated billboards placed on main and sec- 
ondary roads in the Greater Amman area, a MoGa ofiScial 
has said. He indicated that the municipality is cuiieatly 
preparing new specifications for roadside billboards and 
ad^•ertising boards in general, within the MoGA bound- 
aries. based on modem and advanced methods of display 
and illumination. 

According to Al Dustour, the Council of Ministers has 
recently i.ssued a circular regarding billboards within the 
MoGA area and demanding that they be removed for 
marring the landscape, especially the road to the airport 
and other msiin streets. To enforce this demand, MoGA 
issued warnings to the parties concerned to remove their 
billboards within a specified period or, otherwise, have 
them removed by MoGA, which will also take legal mea- 
sures against the concern^ advertisers. 

The Amman Chamber of Commerce has exerted efforts 
to have MoGA stop removing the billboards or to post- 
pone the decision for some time but its request fell on 
deaf ears as the municipality had clear directives to recti- 
fy the situation of billboards. The MoGA official empha- 
sised that iUl billboards, whether illuminated or not, 
placed on roofs of buildings in addition to those on the 
roadsides will be removed^Al Dustour). 

JEDCO denies having plans 
to hold Israeli exhibitions 

F.'\ROUQ HADIDI. the deputy general manager of 
the Jordan Export Development and Commercial Centres 
Corporation (JEDCO) denied that the corporation has a 
plan to hold three Israeli exhibition in Ao^an this year. 
He indicated that JEDCO was not the auiborii^ con- 
cerned with giving approvals to hold such exhibitions. 

Mr. Hodidi explained that JEDCO does not formula 
plans to hold foreign exhibitions in Jordan. “Tb the con- 
iTJuy. JEDCO organises Jordanian exhibitions abroad to 
promote the Kingdom's products in outside markets,*' he 
empha.sised. He also described as untrue the reports that 
sfh>ke of Israeli companies requesting to rent space at the 
.‘\mman International Fair, which is affiliated to JEDCO, 
to hold the exhibitions there. 

Meanwhile, informed sources have denied that there is 
an agreement among the ‘Taba group" — Egypt Jordan, 
Palestine and Israel in addition to the U.S. — to bold a 
regional food exhibition in Tel Aviv in February 1998. 
The Israeli ministry of industry and trade Thursday 
announced that the rive countries have agreed to hold the 
exhibition in Israel next week. 

The sources said the Israeli side has repeated a former 
in\'itation in ihi.s regard during a recent mating in 
.^mman but tlie parties concerned did not arrive at an 
agreement on the subJecL The Arab countries stressed 
during the meeting on the need to link the food exhibition 
with removal of restrictions on Arab-Palestinian trade 
iAl Ra'i). 


THi BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



“After the cruise, I have to go in 
for surgery. Tm having a buffet 
removed from my thighs.” 
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lion), fsr higher chan any 
other UAE Snk. 

“We have a few details 
of the project as it is 
awaiting approval by the 
lOvemmenL But we 
low it will be the 
biggest Islamic bank in 
the world in terms of 
paid-up cq)ital,” a UAE 
bank manager said. 

In its issue published 
Saturday, Emirates Today 
said the institution would 
be called the Emirates 
Islamic Bank (EISB) and 
that the project would 
probably endorsed by 
the federal cabinet 
month before an official 
announcement in April. 

It said the central bank 
had already agreed to die 
project, adding that the 
mam subscribe would 
include the sovemment- 
owned Abu ^abi Invest- 
ment Authority (ADIA) 
and the Abu Db^i 
Investment Company. 

'It is expected that the 


capital would .be sub- 
scribed witltin days ^ven 
the hu|e liquid!^ in tte 
domestic market,” the 
manage said. 'The 
bank is also expected to 
attract lar^ deposits as 
many locm busmessmen 
prefer not to invest in 
banks which deal in inter- 
csl” 

Islamic banks do not 
deal in interest which is 
prohibited in Islam as 
nsuiy. Their main activi- 
ties cover financing pro- 
jects and chaiging a per- 
centage of the profits as 
well as trading m proper- 
ty, cars and other items. 

The UAE already has 
one Islamic basik in 
Dubai, which is the sec- 
ond largest in the world 
in tenns of capital after 
the ^yptian Faisal 
Islamic Bank. 

Bank»^ said they 
believed E1S& would not 
afiect the operations of 
the other 47 commercial 


banks operating in the 

- oil-rich Gulf country. 

“I don’t think it will 
have any impact on the 
banking system in gener- 
al given its different con- 
cept of banking opera- 
tions,” a UAE bank man- 
ager said. 

''I think there is a great 
scope for the activities of 
tiiis bank not only here 
. but abroad. As you know, 
demand is growing for 
Islamic banking,” he 
pointed out. 

Several commercial 
banks in the Middle East 
have opened Islamic 
units to take advantage of 
growing demand, caus^ 
by reli^ous &ctors and 
tlK collate of some non- 
Islamic financial institu- 
tions, including the Abu 
Dhabi-controUed Bank of 
Credit and Commerce 
International. 

Stockbrokers said they 
expected EISB to attract 
a laige number of cus- 


tonm seeking to invest 
their money accorffing to 
Islamic law. 

'There are two reasons 
for which I believe this 
project will be success- 
nil*” said Zuhair 
Kaswani, a leading UAE 
share deder. 

"The first is that it will 
be partly owned by the 
government, which will 
give investors a son of 
security. The second is 
that many investors are 
turning to shares b^ause 
they do not want to invest 
in nbn-lslamic banks. 
The new bank will pro- 
vide them with a good 
investment oroortunity.” 

Emirates Iraay said 
EISB, to be based in Abu 
Dhabi, could be headed 
by Abdul Malik Al 
Hamar, a former central 
bank governor and an 
adviser at the presidentid 
court. Another candidate 
is Ismail Fuladi of ADIA. 
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Competition heats 
up for satellite, 
cable firms in Mideast 


By Rana Sabbagh 
Reuters 

DUBAI — Global and 
regional satellite and 
cable operators are bat- 
tling for a slice of the 
Middle East's rapidly 
growing market for free 
and pay-TV channels, 
industry e.xecutives said 
Friday. 

The regional satellite 
industr>' boom has also 
sparked debate on 
whether many of the 
230 million Arabs 
inhabiting vast areas of 
land stretching from 
North Africa to the oil- 
rich Gulf need analogue 
or digital satellite TV 
technology, they added. 

In the long-run, most 
believe digital TV will 
replace analogue. 

The indus^'s con- 
cerns were highlighted 
during the third Middle 
East International Cable 
and Satellite Exhibition 
(Cabsat’97) which 
opened in Dubai this 
week. 

‘"Competition in the 
market is getting fiercer 
as everybody wants to 
be in,” Elizabeth 
Christy, head of corpo- 
rate communications at 
the Rome-based satel- 
lite television and radio 
network Orbit, told 
Reuters in an interx'iew. 

“We are finding our 
growth to be extremely 
rapid,” since the eight- 
channel Orbit launched 
its pay-TV in the Arah 
World in 1994, she said. 

“There are no obsta- 
cles to our gFowth...the 
only obstacle at the out- 
set was a fairly high 
decoder price and a son 
of misunderstanding of 
what pay television was- 
all abouL” Ms. Christy 
added.. 

Ms. Christy said they 
planned to hit Morocco 
and Tunisia by Septem- 
ber, two major markets 
where state broadcasters 
remain heavily involved 
in programming and 
transmission. 

Figures on regional 
market trends, including 
satellite pay television 
services, have not been 
released. 

However, major pay- 
TV broadcasters in the 
Arab World are expect- 
ing to increase their 
market share over the 


next few years. Bui they 
know their sur\'ival in a 
price-conscious market 
will be dictated by qual- 
ity and price. 

Both News Corp's 
NCP.Axstar TV and 
Showtime are currciiily 
boosting their dircct-io- 
home satellite services 
by adding more chan- 
nels to their digital plat- 
forms. 

Dubai-based Show- 
time forecasts that by 
the end of 1999, its 
package will attract 
170.000-200.000 sub- 
scribers in the region. 

On Wednesday, it 
announced the launch of 
an upmarket channel for 
women after extensive 
market research. 

Current estimates sug- 
gest there are approxi- 
mately 10 million TV 
households throughout 
the Arab World — four 
million of them in Saudi 
Arabia and densely- 
populated Egypt. 

Showtime is u joint 
venture between Kuwait 
investment project com- 
pany KWPJ and Ameri- 
ca's entertainment and 
publishing group Via- 
com Inc 

Dubai Cable Vision, 
owned by the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) 
Radio and Television- 
Dubai, is counting on a 
package of 10 channels 
and modest cost to 
boost sales across the 
area. 

Multi-biliion dollar 
regional projects, espe- 
cially satellite launches, 
will also boost the TV 
satellite iudu.stry in the 
reg:ion. the executives 
said. 

The Arab Satellite 
Oraanisation <Arabsat). 
which offers 60 TV and 
telecommunications 
channels, is plannins to 
launch the second oF its 
new generation of satel- 
lites in early 1997. 

U.AE telecommunica- 
tions corporation Eti- 
salat is planning to 
launch two satellites in 
the coming years and 
Egypt will launch its 
“Nilesat” by 1999. 

But cable'and satellite 
operators say state 
interference, especially 
in conservative coun- 
tries like Saudi Arabia 
and Qatar, is hampering 
growth. 
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World Indoor Athletics Championships 

False start scare for Jackson 


PARIS 1 AFP) — A relieved 
Colin Jackson moved into 
the 60m hurdle semifinals at 
the World Indoor Athletics 
Championships here 
Saturday after surviving a 
false start scare. 

The 30-year-oId world 
record holder admitted he 
had been unnerved when he 
was red flagged. 

'i had images of Linford,'* 
said the Welshman, refer- 
ring to Linford Christie's 
disastrous attempt to defend 
his Olympic 100m title at 
Atlanta last year when he 
was disquaJifted niter two 
false starts. 

“I know it wasn't a false 
Stan but it made me very 
careful," added Jackson, 
who won his heat in 
7.32secs despite being slow 
off the blocks. 

His rime made him the 
fastest qualifier and put him 
firmly on track to take the 
title he was e.^pected to win 
in Bairelona two years ago 
until a knee injury made it 
impossible for him to com- 
pete. 

'This was Just the short of 
Stan I needed. It has blown 
away the cobwebs." said 
Jackson, twice a silver 
medallist in the indoor 
championships. 

Arch-rival Anier Garcia of 
Cuba, who has beaten 
Jackson in their last two 
meetings, won his heat with 
ease in 7.61 secs. 

The 2 1 -year-old, who cel- 
ebrates his birthday on 
Sunday, is determined to 
give himself a gold medal 
present. 

“1 feel fine and 1 am happy 
with my preparadon. I don't 
fear anyone," said the 


Cuban. 

American Tony Dees, sil- 
ver medalist in the 110m 
hurdles in the Barcelona 
Olympics, gave his podium 
hopes a boost with a com- 
fortable heat win in 

7.56secs. 

The 33-year-old, in what 
will almost certainly be his 
last World Indoor 

Championship, took the 
bronze in Toronto four years 
ago, is determined to go at 
least one better this time. 

But it was Jackson who 
continued to have the luck. 
He got the easiest of the 
semifinal draw. 

Dees on the o±er hand 
was drawn in the same half 
as Garcia. 

Lebanese high 
jumper taken 
to hospital 

Lebanese high-jumper Jean- 
Claude Rabbath was taken 
to hospital with possible 
neck injuries here on 
Saturday at the World 
Indoor Athletics 

Championships. 

Rabbath, whose personal 
best jump was 2.06 metres, 
fell onto the floor after fail- 
ing his jump at 2.10 with his 
neck taking the full impact 
— remaining motionless for 
five minutes while the med- 
ical staff attended to him. 

"Rabbath sustained no 
neurological damage and is 
i^le to move but we are 
sending him to hospital for 
X-rays," said an lAAF 
spokesman who suspected 
neck damage. 
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Haralambros Papadias of Greece screams while holding op his national flag after 
winning the men's 60 metres flnal on the first day of the three-day World Indoor 
Athletics Championships at Bercy stadium in Paris. Papadias clock^ a time of 6.50 
seconds to win ^ead of Michael Green of Jamaica and Davidson Ezinwa of Nigeria 
who finished third placed (Reuters photo) 


Villeneuve takes pole in Melbourne 


HilELBOURNE 
Jacques Villeneuve stamped 
rit5~;and ^The — Williams 
Renault team'.s authority on 
Sunday's season-opening 
Formula One Grand Prix 
with an overpowering per- 
formance in qualifying here 
Saturday. 

The 25-year-old 

Canadian, who started off 
the pole when second 
behind then teammate 
Damon Hill in last year's 
race, was the fastest qualifi- 
er. 1.75 seconds quicker 
than German teammate 
Heinz-Haraid Frentzen and 
an ominous 2.1 seconds 
slicker than Ferrari's 
Michael Schumacher. 

Villeneuve hurtled around 
the 5.3 kilometre (3.29 
mile) Albert Park circuit in 
one minute 29.369 seconds, 
averaging 2 1 3.5 kmh (132.7 
mph) and is clearly the dri- 
ver to beat in Sunday's big 
race. 

it was Villeneuve 's fourth 
career pole in his 17th GP 
drive. 

Schumacher was startled 
by the two-second differ- 
ence a lap Villeneuve 
enjoyed in Saturday's once- 
only qualifying hit-out and 
had to be content with third 
fastest time of 1 :3 1 .472. 

But the two-time German 
world champion is confi- 
dent of his Ferrari car fin- 
ishing the 307-kilometre GP 
after failing to complete last 
year's race in his first drive 
for the cult Italian team. 

"Tlie car was great, it's 
very driveable on the edge, 
you can get sideways and 
control it and that's ve^ 
good," Villeneuve said 
afterwards. 

Last year Villeneuve, in 
his debut fl drive since 
switching from Indycars, 
had the Australian GP in his 
keeping but had to ease up 
to conserve dwindling oil 
pressure allowing hill to 
scoot clear four laps from 
the chequered flag. 



Defending world champion Damon Hill drives his Arrow Fl car during the qualify- 
ing session in Melbourne for the Australian Grand Prix. EUil qualified in 20th posi- 
tion with former Williams teammate Canada’s Jacques V^enueve taking flie pole 
position for the season’s opening race on Sunday (Reuters photo) 


■The car was good from 
the beginning, although we 
weren't that quick yesterday 
and earlier on t<^ay. but 
once we were running a 
qualifying trim and going 
for it dien the car felt great." 
said Villeneuve. the early 
favourite for the world title 
this year. 

Frentzen. who replaced 
hill when the reigning world 
champion was dumped 
from the champion 
Williams team lost year, 
produced a scorching last 
lap to snatch the second 
position from Schumacher. 

Schumacher was within a 
minute of joining 
Villeneuve on die front row 
of the starting grid with a 
best effort of 1 ;3 1 .472 when 
Frentzen stormed firom sev- 
enth to second with 
1:31.123. 

“For me it’s my best qual- 
ifying so far in my career in 
Formula One. 1 can’t open a 
bottle of champagne right 
now. but I'm happy," said 


Frentzen. 

Schumacher, content to 
pick up early podium points 
before mounting a Ferrari 
challenge to Williams later 
in the season, paid tribute to 
the superiority of the donu- 
nant Williams team. 

“After yesterday I’m sur- 
pri.sed. I expected the 
Williams to be fast, roughly 
between half a second to 
one second, but obviously 
not two seconds to me. but 
it means we have to work 
very hard to get our car sort- 
ed ouL'' said Schumacher. 

"I am happy to be in this 
position. 1 didn't expect 
myself to be there ^er 
starting slow and to be in 
front of the Benetton and 
McLarens and all the rest 
it's not too bad. 

Schumacher has only fm- 
ished once ‘in six Austi^ian 
GP starts. 

McLaren’s David 

Coulthard was fourth fastest 
in 1:31.531 ahead of last 


year's third placegetter 
Eddie Irvine, in a Ferrari. 

Apart from Villeneuve’s 
fireworks and Williams' 
superiority at the other end 
of the scale, defending 
champion Damon Hill only 
scrapped into Sunday’s field 
as 20th and penultimate 
qualifier in his troublesome 
Arrows car. 

It was only inside the final 
five minutes of the session 
that 36-year-old Hill con- 
firmed his place under the 
107 per cent limit compared 
to the fastest time to weed 
out track dawdlers. The 
faster Villeneuve went the 
tougher it became for Hill to 
qualify. 

“I thought for a moment 1 
was going to have Saturday 
night out in Melbourne," 
said Hill. "We were beset 
with problems with the race 
car so 1 had to take the spare 
car and it wasn't really set 
up right, but 1 don't think 
qualifying 20th is represen- 
tative of our true pace.’’ 


Dortmund 
edge 
clear in 
Bundesliga 

BONN (AFP) — Borussia 
Dortmund put the pressure 
firmly back on Bayern 
Munich in the German 
Bundesliga on Saturday as 
they won 2-1 at struggling 
Freiburg to go ahead of the 
Bavarian giants on goal 
difference. 

With Bayern playing in 
the top match of the week- 
end at Leverkusen on 
Sunday, reigning champi- 
ons Dortmund came &om 
behind to secure victory 
with a goal from young 
Ghanaian Ibrahim Tanko 
and a last-gasp penalty by 
captain Michael Zorc. 

Fourth-placed VFB 
Stuttgart meanwhile 
closed the gap with 
Leveilcusen as they 
thrashed a mediocre 
Hambiug side 4-1, 
Giovane Elber twice on 
(aiget 

Borussia 

Moenchengladbach, strug- 
gling in the relegation 
zone despite a strong 
squad, shocked Werder 
Bremen 4-1. Swedish 
striker Martin Dahlin, who 
returned from an unsuc- 
cessful spell with AS 
Roma earlier this season, 
put Moenchengladbach 
into a 29th minute lead. 

And Polish - dangerman 
Andrejz Juskowiak then 
scored twice to put the 
issue beyond doubt before 
Joeigen Pecterson hit the 
fbunh. 

Elsewhere, Karlsruhe 
kept up their challenge for 
a UEFA Cup spot with a 4- 
2 win at struggling Sankt 
Pauli. 
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Drug rules suspended 
to ensure Greek gold 


PARIS (AFP) — International Amatwr 
Athletic Fettetion (lAAF) drug testing 
regulations were quietly suspended to 
ensure Haralambros Papadias of Greece 
would not be stripped of his 60m world 
Indoor Championship title, lAAF officials 
conf^ed on Saturday. 

The 22-year-oId pulled off a stunning 
upset on Friday night when he won the 60m 
final ahead of strongly fancied Bruny Surin 
of Canada, looking for his third successive 
title, and Michael Green of Jamaica. 

Under lAAF rules all athletes must have 
undeigone two out of competition drug 
tests tefore competing at the world champi- 
onships but the Greek had had only one - 
repot^ly last week. 

Determined to avoid a scandal by strip- 
ping Papadias of his newly found title, fame 
and fortune, officials decided to count his 
test taken here Friday moming after his heat 
as his second "out of competition'. 

""What else could we do," said an lAAF 
official. ""We could not strip him of his gold 
medal and the S50.000 first prize," he 
added. 


Papadias won in 630secs with Green sec- 
ond in 6J1 and Davidson Ezinwa of 
Nigeria taking the bronze in 6.51 

Suiin trailed in fifth place in 6.57secs. 

Minutes after the race Green made no 
secret that he was stunned by Papadias’ 
unexpected victory. 

"The Greeks have been running well all 
season but I never saw them as gold medal- 
lists. I thought I bad won the race when 1 
looked across and Surin was not in sight. I 
never thought of looking to see where 
Papadias was." said die 26-year-old 
Jamaican, the fastest man this season in die 
evenL 

Papadias is a member of the Greek te^ 
being investigated after the indoor meeting 
in Dortmund last month when a team offi- 
cial reportedly scuffled with a German dope 
testing officii. 

Jlie lAAF doping commission demand^ 
a report be presented to the lAAF council in 
Turin later this month about the incident. 

C3erman tester Klaus Wengoborski smd all 
the Greek athletes at the meeting had left 
before they could be tested. 


Barcelona coast to 95-77 win in Berlin 


BERLIN (R) — Last year's 
beaten finalis t*; Barcelona 
coasted to a 95-77 win over 
Alba Beiiin in the first leg 
of their last 16 Euroleague 
tie on Thursday. 

Before a sell-out crowd of 
9,000 in Berlin, the 
Spaniards broke clear mid- 
way through the first half 
with a series of easy lay-ups 
after guard Aleksandar 
Djoidjevic made several 
superb passes to leave his 
teammates clear under the 
basket 

Berlin led briefly 22-21, 
but Barcelona opened up a 
12-point lead at halftime 
after running Berlin's sur- 
prisingly ineffective 

defence ragged. 

"Barcelona played very 


well from die start and their 
offensive game was very 
strong.” Alba coach 
Svedslav Fbsic said. 

"They scored with over 90 
per cent of their shots in the 
first half and 71 per cent 
overall. We obviously did- 
n't play good defence. We 
were hesistant and did not 
play aggressively enough." 

Djotdjevic, a Serb nation- 
al team player who returned 
to Europe this year after 
playing for the Portland 
Trailblazers in the NBA, 
dished out 10 assists and 
scored 10 points in 
Barcelona's balanced 
attack. 

Six Barcelona players 
more than 10 points, 
with Aituras Kamisovas 


scoring 21. Andres Jimenez 
19. Javier Fernandez 15 and 
Robeno Duenas 13 points. 

Wendell Alexis led 
Berlin's attack with 25 
points, most of tiiem in the 
first half. Sascha Obradovic 
scored 14 and Heiming 
Hamisch 13. 

Berlin chipped away at 
Barcelona's lead midway 
through the second half, 
moving to within six points 
at 63-56 with 10 minutes to 
play. 

But Barcelona rallied and 
outscored the Germans 14-4 
in a four-minute period to 
seal their victory. 

The two teams meet in 
Barcelona for the second 
game on Tuesday. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Morceli in million-doUar showdown 

PARIS (AFP) — Double worid record holder Haile Gebrselassie and triple world cham- 
pion Nouieddine Morceli are to go head to head in a million dollar showdown in May. 
The two athletes will compete over a special two-mile race during tiie Adriaan Paulen 
memorial meeting in the Netherlands and if one of them can beat the eight-minute barri- 
er there is a one-milUon-donar prize. 

Dorans Pride to run in Gold Cup 

DUBLIN (R) — Ireland's Dorans Pride will run in next Hiursday's Grade One Gold Cup 
race at CTieltenham. a spokesman for Limerick-based trainer Michael Hourigan said on 
Friday. Dorans Pride, witmer of the 1995 Stayers’ Hurdle at Cheltenham, is second- 
favourite at 6-1 with Dublin bookmakers for tiie three miles and two furlongs (4.2-km) 
trip behind 1996 champion Imperial Call (5-1). Houiigan's stable scar will be partnered 
in the feature event of the tbiee-day Cheltenham festival, which starts on Tuesday, by 
Shane Broderick. ^ 

Albania’s qualifiers move to Spain 

ZURICH (R) — World soccer's governing body FIFA said on Friday Albania's upcom- 
ing World Cup qualifying matches against Ukraine and Germany would be switched from 
Tirana to Granada in Spain. The decision was taken because of the troubled political sit- 
uation in Albania, a F^A announcement said. The match against Ukraine was to have 
been played in the Albanian capital on March 29 and the Germany game on April 4. FIFA 
said the Spanish Football Federation had offered Granada's Los (2aimenes Stadium, 
which has a ciqracity of 15.400 seats, for the two games. They would still be recorded as 
home games for Albania. Kick-off times rem^ed to be fixed. 

^Eriksson signed for Lazio’ 

ROME (R) — Sampdoria’s Swedish coach Sven Goran Eriksson, who backed out of an 
agreement with English club Blackburn, has signed a contract with Lazio, an Italian 
newspaper reported on Friday. ""Eriksson has signed." declared the Coiriere Dello sport 
newspaper in a front page headline, adding that Sampdoria striker Roberto Mancini was 
expected to follow him. ‘Trom yesterday, March 6, 1997, Sven Goran Eriksson.. Js offi- 
ci^y the next coach of Lazio," it said. Eriksson had been expected to sign for Lazio, 
although recent reports had also linked him to Inter Milan, but both be and the Rome ^ 
Club have kept silent on the rumours. The newspaper said Eriksson's fax arrived at 
headquarters on Thursday and be had signed until June 30, 1999 for around 1.6 billion 
Lire a year ($900,000). British newspapers had reported that the 49-year-oid Eriksson's 
three-year contract with Blackburn was worth more than one million pounds ($1.6 mil- 
lion). Eriksson, who has been at Sampdoria for five years and previously 
Lazio's arch-rivals Roma, signed a deal with Premier League Qub Blackburn in 
December. But Blackburn said last month that the Swede had pulled out of his contract 
and later announced they had signed Inter Milan coach Roy Hodgson from next season 
instead. Lazio have been coached temporarily by club president Dino Zoff cinr^ tbey 
fired Czech coach Zdenek Zeman, The club has had a poor season and are ninth in the 
Italian League. 


CINEMA 


TEL634144 



^PHILHDELPHIH “1” > 


Eddie Muqyhy, Jada Pinkett & 
James Cobum in 


THE NUTTY 
PROFESSOR 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


^ CINEMA TEL;634144 

It PHILBDELPHIH “2” 


Brad Pitt, Julia Ormond, 
Anthony Hopkins 
Sc Aidan QuinnJin 

LEGENDS OF THE 
FALL 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


INEMA 


TEL699238 


PLBZH 

( 

Adel Imam, Shireen 
& Saeed Saleh 

Bairhit Wa Adilah (2) 
Al Jardal Walkankah 

Shows: 12:00, 2:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


r CINEMA TEL677^0 ^ 

^ CONCORD y 

CONCORD "1” 

CURT RUSSEL & STEVEN SEGAL. JN 

EXECUTIVE DECISION 

Shows; 12:30, 3.-30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 
CONCORD “2” 

Michael Jordan ...in 

SPACEJAM 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00 


Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL 625155 


I 


THE THEATRE WILL BE CLOSED 
UNTIL MARCH 1 FOR _ 
MAINTENANCE 
& REDECORATION 
WE WILL BE BACK WITH 

Aman.. Ya Ho 





German hostages allowed to phone home 
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Rodman returns as Chicago clinch playoff berth 


HICAGO (AP) — Dennis 
Rodman returned from a 
suspension to grab 18 
rebounds and Michael 
Jordan scored 38 points us 
Chicago became the first 
team to clinch a playoff 
berth by beating Indiana 
104-96 Friday night. 

Scottie Pippen added 24 
points for the Bulls, who are 
53-7 overall and 30- ! at the 
United Centre with 23 
straight home victories. 

Reggie Miller scored 27 
points and Rik Smits 22 for 
the Pacers, who fell 4 1/2 
games behind Cleveland in 
cbeir bid for the 
Conference's rinal playoff 
spot. 

Id Landover. Maryland, 
Tun Hardaway scored a 
career-high 45 points and 
Miami, after blowing a 20- 
point, fourth-quarter lead 
and getting a break on a cru- 
cial missed free throw, beat 
Washington 108-105 in 
overtime. 

In Boston, Patrick Ewing 
scored a season-high 39 
points and New York over- 
came a 20-poim deficit to 
beat Boston 113-102. 

The Knicks won their 19th 
straight against Boston, the 
longest winning streak over 
the Celtics by any team in 
their 50-year history. 
Boston ha.s dropped 16 of its 
last 17 games. 

Rick Fox scored 25 points 
in the first half on his way to 
a career-high 34 points for 
the Celtics. 

In Toronto, Vernon 
Maxwell tied his season 
high with 34 points, includ- 
ing six in the final 92 sec- 
onds. to help San Antonio 
end a seven-game losing 
streak 106-1037 
j Marcus Camby had 21 
fjand Walt Williams 15 for 
the Raptors, who lost their 
fifth straight game. 

In Atlanta, the Hawks tied 
a team record by limiting 
Milwaukee to only eight 
points in the third quarter, 
and Dikembe Mutombo and 
Steve Smith scored 20 
pDifits apiece to win 90-80; :> 
.;'which 

led^y dleqh Robinson'i^ j ^ 
.went the final ‘five ’ 
mhiuies of the third without 
scoring. The Bucks shot 
only 3-of-17 from the field 
in the period while commit- 
ting five turnovers. The 
Hawks, who have won four 
in a row. improved their 
record at the Omni to 26-3. 
All five starters scored in 



Chicago Bulls* Michael Jordan slam dunks after slipping by Indiana Pacers’ Rik 
Smits (I.) to score during first quarter action, at the United Centre (Reuters photo) 


double figures as Christian 
Laettner had 16 points. 
Mookie Blaylock 11 and 
Tyrone Corbin 10. Blaylock 
also tied a season high with 
12 assists. 

In Minneapolis, Tom 
Cugliotta recovered from a 
poor first quarter and 
sparked a third-quarter 
comeback as Minnesota 
Tunberwolve.s beat the 
^uggors^9$H83. , \ • 

' lir T^rtlaiut' ' tiregbifi 
Dallas> ugly road tour hit 
Portland, and the Mavericks 
failed to teach 70 points for 
the second strai^t game 
losing to the Blazers 80-69. 

In Seattle. Hersey 
Hawkins scored 26 points 
and Gary Payton added 24 
as Seattle improved its post- 
all star mark to 10-2 win- 
ning 109-90. Payton scored 


16 of his points in the first 
eight minutes of the game, 
and Hawkins shot 8-of-I2 
and didn't play in the fourth 
quarter. 

The Sooics earned a split 
of the season series. They 
lost to New Jersey 110-101 
in their previous meeting. 

In Salt Lake City. Karl 
Malone ried his season high 
writh 41 points, including 14 
in. the fourth . quMer. as 
tliah defeated' fktrcfif “95- 
88- 

John Stockton added 16 
points, including a 3-pointer 


that broke an 88-all tie with 
1:12 remaining and gave the 
Jazz the lead for good as 
they woo their fourth 
straight and their 13th in 15 
games. 

Grant Hill led Detroit with 
29 points, 19 in the second 
half, but turned the ball over 
with one minute to play 
after Stockton's go-ahead 3- 
pointer. 

Malone followed with a 
basket and Stockton- *made 
two free throws for the .final 
margin. 

In Phoenix, Kevin 


Johnson scored 21 points 
and backcourt mates Jason 
Kidd and Rex Chapman led 
a fourth-quarter charge as 
Phoenix defeated 

Sacramento at home for the 
21st consecutive time 104- 
S7. 

Chapman finished with 17 
points and Kidd had 15. and 
the two combined for 15 of 
Phoenix's first 17 points of 
the fourth quarter to break 
open a close game. 

Mitch Richmond, who 
had 40 points the last time 
the Kings were in Phoenix, 
scored 32 this time but none 
in the last 8:57 after his 
la>up pulled the Kings to 
74-73. 

In Inglewood. California. 
Hakeem Olajuwon had 23 
points to overtake Elgin 
bailer for 14tb on the NBA 
career scoring list and 
Houston routed Los 
Angeles Rockets 111-90 for 
its fourth straight victory. 

Olajuwon passed Baylor 
on Houston's first basket of 
the game. He has 23,170 
points in 12 seasons and 
needs Just seven more 
points to move ahead of 
Adrian Dantley for 1 3th 
place. Olajuwon's perfor- 
mance helped the Rockets 
win without their other two 
all-stars — Charles Barkley 
and Clyde Drexler. 

The Lakers also were 
missing a superstar in 
Shaquille O'Ne^. but that 
wasn’t enough of an excuse 
for a dreadful first half. Los 
Angeles trailed 62-33 at the 
break after scoring Just 10 
points — eight on free 
throws — in the second 
quarter. 

In San Jose. California. 
Lairell Sprewell had 21 
points and 10 assists and 
made three free throws in 
the final minute as Golden 
State overcame a IS-point 
deficit to beat Orlando 108- 
101 . 

Horace Grant topped 
Orlando writh 23 points. 
Rony Seikaly, a former 
Warrior, was booed each 
time lie touched the bail. 


In preparation for World Cup qualifiers 

Kingdom’s soccer team 
plays Oman today 


By Shbli Shatarat in Muscat and 
Aleen Bannayan in Amman 

THE KINGDOM’S nadonol soccer 
team meets Oman Sunday hoping to 
score a wrin in their fifth friendly inter- 
national in preparation for the .Asian 
World Cup qualifiers which kick off in 
Manama, Bahrain April 8. 

Seven of A1 Faisali’s players, who 
were on leave to take part in the .Arab 
Champions Cup in Morocco. Saturday 
Joined the narional team's training 
camp in Muscat — the third leg of the 
team's camps abroad following visits to 
Lebanon and Iraq earlier last month. 

Foliowring three losses and one draw 
the nation^ team's coaches hope their 
players will go on the offensive earlv in 
the match hoping the team's form is 
enhanced with the arrival of A1 
Faisali’s players who include top strik- 
ers Subhi Suleiman. Jiryes Tadros and 
Mohannad Mahadin who was chosen 
best player in the Arab Champions Cup 
in Morocco earlier this week. 

The Omani team is also looking to 
secure their first victory after losing 1- 
0 to Bahrain and drawing with a Swiss 
team. 

The team’s head coach Mahmoud AI 
Gohari is said to be quitting his post to 
return to Egypt. 

The Jord^an team had five practice 
sessions after arriving in Muscat Isam 
Mahmoud has been ruled out after his 
injury recurred so has Aref Hussein, 
whose morale is clearly alfected after 
his father passed away last week. 

The visit to Oman comes less than 
two weeks after an intensive two-week- 
long training camp in Baghdad where 
they played the Iraqi team twice losing 
1 - 0 . 

Jordan also had two matches with the 
Lebanese national team losing the first 
encounter in Beirut 1-0 while the sec- 
ond one in Amman ended in a 0-0 draw. 

The Jordanian team will meet their 
Omani counterparts in a second match 
March II. 

Other friendlies scheduled by the 
Jordan Soccer Federation include two 
matches against Syria, March 16 in 
Amman and March 23 in Damascus. 


Jordan's .Asian Group 3 qualifiers 
Sian April S against the United Arab 
Emirates and Bahrain. 

Thirty-si.x Asian countries will con- 
test the first round World Cup qualifiers 
and have been divided into ten groups; 
Group 1: Saudi Arabia. Malaysia, 
Bangladesh and Taiwan. 

Group 2; Inm, Syria, Maldives, 
Kyrgyzstan. 

Group 3: United Arab Emirates. 
Jordan, Bahrain. 

Group 4: Japan. Oman. Nepal. Macao. 
Group 5: Uzbekistan. Indonesia, 

Yemen, Cambodia. 

Group 6: South Korea. Thailand, Hong 
Kong. 

Group 7: Kuwait. Lebanon, Singapore. 
Group 8; China, Turkmenistan, 
Metnam, Tajikstan. 

Group 9: Iraq. Pakistan, Kazakhstan. 
Group 10: Qatar, India, Sri Lanka, 
Philippines. 

The 10 groups winners will qualify 
for the second round where the teams 
will be divided into two groups . 

The first two from each group will 
then contest the Asian finals. 

The first three qualify directly for the 
1998 World Cup in France while the 
winner of a play-off between the fourth 
team and the Oceania Zone winner will 
also qualify'. 

The Kingdom's team includes .Ahmad 
Abu Nasouh. Mu'taz Risheh, 
Mohammad Abu Daoud, Yousef 
Ammouri, Mohammad Khaz'ali, 
Abdallah Abu Zame'h, Amjad Taher, 
Faisal Ibrahim. Isam Mahmoud, 
Hussein Shanaineh. Ra'fat All Adnan 
Awad. Khaled Yousef. Walid Abdul 
Rahman. Munir Abu Hantash, Aref 
Hussein, Nan Yadaj, Bassam Al 
Khatib, Ahmad Khalil, Mohannad 
Mahadin, Jamal Abu Abed, Subhi 
Suleiman, Ja'far Hammad. Hassouneh 
Sheikh and Jiryes- 'Didros^ :i'/> 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 

MMS Tnawn Ma ScnacW. K- 


SHOW AND TELL 


Neither vulaerable. South deals. 

NORTH 

*73 

010764 3 
C2 

*ARQ84 

WEST EAST 

*Aq95 *10862 

088 

0AQ876 VKJ1048 

*108 *J75 

SOUTH 
*KJ4 
OAKJ85 
<•9 5 
*632 

ThebiddinE; 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

10 DU 4C- DU 

40 50 SO 

Pm Pm 

-uinf; lead: ? 

.4o matter what coavention you 
adopt, there is a price to pay. The 
obvious ooe is that you lose the nat- 
ural meaning of the coBventional 

Hd. The «wen ^sedvsntage is that 

enemy, too. is pn^7 to same 
mfonnation and might be able to 
use that knowledge to their advan- 
tage. Consider this example. 

North's jump to four diamonds 
was a Splinter Bid, showing a band 


good enough tor a raise to game, 
UieieTore with good trump support, 
sod a singleton in the bid snil. 
UnTominately that enabled East to 
double to show good diamonds, so 
West elected to sacrifice in five dia- 
monds agsinst four hearts. The 
save was a good one. since it could 
be defeated no more than two 
tricks, depending on how West 
tackled the spades, but North, not 
surprisingly, was unwilling to 
d^end. 

Sitting East-West were Bobby 
and Paul Soloway, respee- 
' lively. They wasted no time in tak- 
I ing advantage of the re\-ealing auc- 
'bon. Sinee&st almost surely held 
, a high diamond lor the lead-direct- 
ing oouUe or four diamonds. West 
had no difTiculty in underieading 
the ace-queen of diamonds. Soloway 
sheeted the diamond eight as the 
opening lead to suggest values m 
spade. On winning the king of dia- 
monds, it was eaew for East to shift 
to a spade, and the defenders had 
three tricks in the bank before 
declarer could get started. 

Note that, without the dramatic 
iinderlad at trick one, dedarer wiU 
have more than enou^ tridm And 
unless North tips the fistributioo, 
we would be wry suspicions of any 
West who found the defense. 


A JOINT VENTURE COMPANY IN JORDAN REQUIRES 
PROCESS TECHNICIANS FOR ITS LARGE CHEMICAL 
COMPLEX AT ESHIDIYA, FOR IMMEDIATE 
AFPOINIMENT. 

CANDIDATES MUST POSSESS A DIPLOMA IN 
CHEBOCAL ENGINEERING WITH 2 TO 4 YEARS 
REUVANT EXPERIENCE. FRESH DIPLOMA 

HOLDERS MAY ALSO APPLY . 

CANDIDATES SHALL HAVE A SOUND PHYSIQUE, A 
WORKING KNOWLEDGE OF ENGLISH AND1N2&« 
YEARS AGE GROUP. SEUCTED CANDIDATE HAS TO 
NECESSARILY STAY AT ESHIDIYA WHERE A SINGLE 
STATUS ACCOMMODATION SHALL BE PROVIDED. 

SALARY COMMENSURATE WITH EXPERIENCE, 
CT.rr:TiiT.B CANDIDATES MAY SEND THEIR 
APPLICATION WITH CV. IN ENGLISH AND A 
RECENT PASSPORT PHOTOGRAPH TO: 

MANAGER (A&P) 

P.OBOX 926787 AMMAN 11110 
Ma— ONORBEFORE 203.1997 


Furnished Roof Apt. For Rent In Abdoun 

3 bedrooms, 200 sq.m, terrace, panoramic views, near 
LT.S. embassy, 2 phone lines, air-conditioning, fireplace, 
satellite TV & complete furniture. For sale in excellent 
conditions: Honda Accord 91, automatic, A/C, duty-free; 
Mitsubishi Lancer 92, A/C, duty-paid; Gateway-2000 
computer, 133 MHz Pentium, 16 RAM, 1.2 G. B^e, 3.5" 
disk - drive. 8x CD - ROM drive and multimedia kit, 17* 
monitor, fax modem, HP laser printer. 

Contact owner at 645325 or 826082 
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ORIENT 

The Loveliest 
Mother’s Day Gift 

A portrait of her painted by a 
specialized portrait artist in a 
pewter frame. As well as the 
choice of many other gift 
items and greeting cards 
available. 

Contact Orient at 681303/4 
||Send in a photograph of your { 
mother before 15 March, 97 
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APAFi^M^Nli FOR*RfNT 

200 sq.m., 3 bedrooms luxurious apt. in Deir Ai 
Ghubar. Excellent condition, prime location, 
telephone line, separate utility services, garage. 

For information please contact 
Hana, Tel. 687373. 




AHvertisement 

CJC Fashion & Trade Show 
Summer 1997 


THE CORE objective of the fashion and 
trade show is the launch of the 19^7 
Summer CoUeciion. Presented in a highly 
commercial and innovative u'i 2 v. the trade 
show is expected to attract a large number 
of selected trade personnel and 
impon/export companies. The range of 
products in show this year include men s 
shirts, trousers, knitted garments, pyjamas, 
polo shirts, and professional wear. 

Also in show, is the British Van Heusen 
collection. This product line will be 
stretched this year to include u greater 
variety of items such as trousers, jackets, 
ties and shins. 

■ New CMS, colour, and fabrics stand out as 
distinctive elements of our fashion trade 
show. Fashion this year reflects more 
clearly the personality of the user as the 


variety of styles and cuts go in more than 
one direction thus reefing the user’s life- 
style of wear. 

Jordan Clothing Company was estab- 
lished in 1949 as privately owned company 
specialising in the maniddcmre of men’s 
shins. Today CJC oww the biggest factory 
in Jordan for the production of Men 's Shins 
and has ej^tanded its product line to 
include men’s trousers, men’s knitted gar- 
ments. pyjamas & professional wear. 

The factory occupies about 3,700 square 
metres, employing 350 workforce, with a 
production capacity of 650,000 pieces per 
annum. 

Jordan Clothing Company is exclusively 
the licensee of the British Van Heusen com- 
pany in Jordan. 


Under the Patronage of 
Prince Raad Bin Zeid 

the 

AMMAN ROAD RUNNERS 
& 

FORTE GRAND HOTEL 
present the 

Fifth Annual Ultra-Marathon Run 

from Amman to the Dead Sea ( 50km ) 
on April 4, 1997 

All proceeds will be donated to the 

Society For Care of Neurological 
. Patients 

For registration, sponsorships, or further 
information 

please contact : Tel. 679435 
Registration open until MARCH 27 
For Serious Runners.. .ONLY 


From The Czech Republic 


The National Music Conservatory/Noor AI Hussein Foundation 
and the Czech Embassy 
m cooperation with 
Radisson SAS Hotel Amman 
present 



— Severacek Girls Choir — 


124 singers. IS -19 yean old) 

MBan Uherck and Lukas Cemy, conductors 

In Two Perfbimanees 

Monday, 10 March 1997- 8:00 pjn. 

Ai Hassan Btoi Auditorium - University of Jordan 
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: The program wiB feature *Sound die TrumpetT by Purcell, ‘Sea Maid* by SdiumaiVi. 71y Star" by 
; 5metilRa,^4iBaby by Brahms and many ether famous vocal compositions from the dural repersoira 
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Iraq food deals 
bogged down in 
U,N. procedures 


UNITED NATIONS 
lAgencies) — A U.N. offi- 
cial admitted Friday that the 
first humanitarian supplies 
purchased under the Iraqi 
oil-for-food plan may not 
reach the Iraqi people until 
late April, four months after 
the programme began. 

Last December. the 
United Nations gave the go- 
aheud for Iraq to sell up to 
S2 billion worth of oil for 
an initial six-month period 
to buy food and medicine 
for its people suffering the 
etfects of nearly seven years 
of U.N. sanctions. 

Although Iraq resumed 
e.xports immediately, no 
food has yet reached the 
country, in part because of 
the cumbersome nature of 
the controls set in place to 
prevent the Iraqi govern- 
ment from keeping supplies 
away from its opponents. 

U.N. diplomats, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, 
also said the U.N. 
Department of 

Humanitarian Affairs, head- 
ed by Ynsushi Akashi of 
Japan, had mi.shandled 
many of the arrangements 
and officials from other 
U.N. offices had to step in 
tn get the programme back 
on track. 

U.N. spokesman Fred 
Eckhard said the first ship- 
ment of wheat from France 
was supposed to arrive in 
Umm Qasr. Iraq, in mid- 
March. But the ship carry- 
ing the grain developed 
engine raiuble off Spain 
and is undergoing repairs. 

He said the ship, which 
was not identified, is now 
.scheduled to arrive in Iraq 
on .March .^0. It will be 
joined by another ship ca^ 
tying French wheat due 
about the same time. 

But Mr. Eckhard said it 
would take several weeks.to 
distribute the food under 
international supervision. 

Iraq claims the United 
States is intentionally 
delaying the delivery of 
humanitarian goods. But 
U.N. Officials, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, 
denied any such U.S. move. 

They .said that the Clinton 
administration was private- 
ly concerned over the 
delays, fearing it will be 
blamed if the U.N. pro- 
gramme bogs down further. 

The Security Council 
imposed sanctions on Iraq 
in 199U after Baghdad 
invaded Kuwait. Those 
.s.'inctions will remain until 
the council is satisfied that 
Iraq has complied with 


orders to destroy high-tech 
weapons programmes. 

But Russia and Arab gov- 
ernments have urged the 
council to ensure the sanc- 
tions do not continue indef- 
initely. U.N. officials say 
the United States fears that 
delays in food shipments 
will only serve to increase 
pressure to lift the sanctions 
for humanitarian reasons. 

Scud debris sent to U.S. 

The first debris from Scud 
missiles destroyed in Iraq 
has been transported out of 
the country and was exp^t- 
ed to arrive in the United 
States on Saturday for 
analysis. U.N. officials said. 

“Debris from the 
destroyed missiles was 
transferred yesterday 
(Friday) to Bahrain and 
should reach the United 
Slates on Saturday." Roger 
Knight, a senior inspector 
of the U.N. Special 
Commission on disarming 
Iraq (UNSCOM). told AFP. 

The Iraqi government 
agreed lost month to release 
for analysis Iraqi missile 
engines after blocking more 
than 130 remnants for three 
months. 

United Nations weapons 
inspectors have been unable 
to account for all missiles 
which Baghdad claims to 
have destroyed unilaterally 
since the 1991 Gulf war. 

Mr. Knight said he did not 
know whether the debris 
comprised everything 
sought by U.N. inspectors. 

But he added that the rem- 
nants had been transported 
out of the country on a 
UNSCOM plane to a base 
in Bahrain before heading 
for an unidentified labora- 
tory in the United States. 

11ie oil embargo against 
Iraq can only be lifted when 
UNSCOM certifies that 
Baghdad's arms of mass 
destruction and missiles 
with a range of more than 
ISO kilometres have been 
eliminated along with the 
potential to build more. 

The United Nations voted 
last week to retain the sanc- 
tions. 

Iraq agreed in February to 
allow lire missile debris to 
be transported out of the 
country under the condition 
that it be examined at sever- 
al laboratories, not Just 
tho.se in the United States. 

UNSCOM is also consid- 
ering offers from laborato- 
ries in France and Russia to 
examine the debris, officials 
said. 


Uday Hussein hopes 
for complete recovery 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — 
Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein's wounded eldest 
son Uduy .said in a U.S. 
television inter\'iew on 
Friday that he wa.s opli- 
nu.stic of making a full 
recover}’ after an operation 
by French and Iraqi doc- 
tors. 

“There is a good possi- 
bility that 1 win be able to 
engage in sports again." 
said Uduy. seated on a 
wheel-chair and wearing a 
black and gold abaya and 
head-dress." 

Uduy. ,>3. .said he was 
shot several times in the 
Dec. !2 assassination bid 
in central Baghdad, includ- 
ing in both legs. 

He has u double fracture 
of the left leg and ha.s 
already undergone an 
operation “to remove a 
bullet and other shrapnel." 
he told the television net- 
work CNN from his ho.spi- 
tai room. 

Iraqi and French doctors 
will carry out another 
operation shortly, he said 
in the interview monitored 
here. "Thank God. I'm 
recovering." 

He denied claims from 
the opposition in e.xile that 
the uUaek has left him 
paralysed and showed nor- 
mal movement of both his 
arm.s. bur his leg.s were not 
shown. 

Uday. whose commenLs 
were translated from 
Arabic, said he believed 
the n.ssailants were 


Iranians, but added that an 
investigation would soon 
announce its resulus. 

“They did not look like 
Arabs ... We can differenti- 
ate clearly between Arabs 
and Iranians." he said, 
adding, however, that the 
attack could have been the 
work of another of Iraq's 
neighbouring foes. 

U^y said he was on his 
own ai the time of ihe 
attack. 

“The shooting took place 
at close range. I was by 
myself in the car," without 
any security, he said. The 
ambush in an expensive 
district of Baghdad 
“required precise plan- 
ning" 

Iraqi sources in Amman 
have said a Cuban medical 
team led by President 
Fidel Castro's personal 
doctor has been in 
Baghdad treating Uday. 
who they say i.s partly 
paralysed and ha.s two bul- 
lets lodged in hi.s spinal 
cord. 

France and other coun- 
tries have turned down a 
request to receive the Iraqi 
leader’s son for treatment. 
But French doctors have 
been treating him. 

Uday. considered 

President Saddam's heir 
apparent before the attack, 
dismissed reports from 
dissident groups that fami- 
ly members may have been 
behind the shooting as part 
of a feud within Iraq’s rul- 
ing elite. 



PROTEST: Palestinian students from Bir Zeit University demonstrate on Sahxrday against an Israeli 
plan to build a new Jewish settlement on Jabal Abu Ghneim in Arab East Jerusalem (Reuters photo) 


About 800 
arrested in 
Sudan — 
Mahdi 

CAIRO (AFP) — Sudanese 
opposidon leader Sadeq Al 
M^di ha.s accused the gov- 
ernment in Khartoum of 
arresting around 800 people 
since on anti-government 
ofiensive launched in 
January. Al Ahram daily 
said Saturday. 

“I believe that the number 
of arrests have reached 8(KI 
in the capital and other 
places." Mr. Mahdi told the 
Egyptian government daily 
in an interview conducted in 
Asmara. 

■They are treated badly, 
denied visits and food and 
they are humiliated by being 
insulted while some are 
braten up," the former prime 
minister and head of the 
opposition Umma Party 
said. 

The U.S.-based Human 
Rights Watch group said in 
February that the Sudanese 
government had rounded up 
several opposition militants 
and paitisaas since an oppo- 
.sition offensive w'as 

launched on Jan. 12 to oust 
the government in 

Khartoum. 

Many detainees are being 
held in “detention facilities 
known as ghost-houses 
where they reportedly are 
tortured." Human Rights 
Watch/Africa said in a state- 
ment issued Feb. 1 9. 

‘TTiere are too many 
detainees to list separately." 
it .said. “Amnesty 
International estimates there 
have been at least 91 
(arrests) in the last two 
months." it said, adding that 
most were still behind bars 
and included opposition 
leaders, former ministers 
and trade unionists. 

Sudan's Nadonal 

DenKicraiic Alliance 
(NDA), which groups the 
northern opposition and 
southern rebels. launched an 
ofiensive against Sudan's 
eastern border nearly one 
month afier Mr. Mahdi fled 
Khartoum for Asmara. 

Mr. Mahdi said he expect- 
ed an “intifada" to be 
launched agaiasl the 
Khartoum government and 
reiterated that the opposition 
demand wanted democracy 
ro prevail in Khartoum. 

He also reiterated that 
there would be a referendum 
on the future of Sudan once 
the Khartoum regime fell- 

'Ethiopians on border' 

Alwan, an independent 
Sudanese newspaper, said 
Saturday that Ethiopian 
troops are gathered in 
advance positions near the 
border with Sudan's eastern 
Gedaref state. 

It said the Ethiopian 
troops had taken up posi- 
tions along a border strip 
north of territories occupied 
by anti-government forces 
last January. 

The daily quoted 
Karamallah Al Sheikh, 
speaker of Gedaref state 
parliament, as saying a gen- 
eral mobilisation was con- 
tinuing in the state and 
warning agaiast any attempt 
to invade Gedaref. 


Questioning begins 
Red Army suspects 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Five 
suspected Japanese Red 
Army members appeared 
before an investigating mag- 
istrate Saturday, judicial 
officials .*^d. 

Speaking on condition of 
anonymity, they said the sus- 
pects were bmught into the 
justice palace overnight and 
that their inteirocation began 
ul 8:4.^ a.m. (rNS4.5 GMT) 
Saturday. 

The Japanese, arrested in 
mid-February, were indicted 
Thursday on charges of 
forgery and illegal entry. 
They are expected to go on 
trial in Lebanon rather than 
be extradited to Japan. 

If convicted, the suspects 
face jail sentences of up to 
15 yeans with hard lalwur. 
Lebanese officials said. 

Three other Japanese also 
arrested last month have 
been released by Lebanese 
authorities for lack of evi- 
dence. 

Reporters and news cam- 
eramen iU the justice palace 
did not see the suspects, who 
are said to have spent the 
night in a room next door to 
the office of the investigating 
magistrate, Saeed Mirza, on 
the first floor of the four- 
storey building. 

There was heavy security 
in and around the building. 

The judicial officials said 
the first to be interrogated by 
Mr. Mirza was Masao 
Adachi, whose lawyer 
Beshara Abu Al Saed attend- 
ed the questioning. 

Mr. Abu Saad is defending 
all five suspects with the 


help of 160 lawyers who 
volunteered to defend the 
Red Army mem^rs in a 
gesture designed to honor 
unti-lsraeli attacks by the 
group. 

" On Friday Beirut lawyers* 
union leader Shokib 
Cortbawi said the suspects 
had rejected the offer of 
help, but on Saturday two 
lawyers named by Mr. 
Cortbawi to defend the 
group withdrew from the 
case. 

The five Japanese arrested 
on Feb. 15 in Beirut and the 
Syrian-controlled Bekaa 
Valley were charged 
Thursday with forging docu- 
ments and illegal residence 
in Lebanon, offences that 
can cany prison terms of 
between three and seven 
years. 

In Tokyo. Lebanon's 
ambassador to Japan, Samir 
Shamma, said Friday it 
could take up to six months 
to complete legal proceed- 
ings against the five 
Japanese. 

‘it is my personal esti- 
mate, but i think it would 
take five to six months." the 
ambassador s£ud. adding that 
they would probably then be 
deported. 

The Red Array group, 
which is sympathetic to 
Palestinians, is blamed for 
carrying out a series of spec- 
tacular stacks during its 
heyday in the 1970s. 

Among the subjects is 
Kozo Okamoto. 49, who 
served 12 years in an Israeli 
jail for a 1972 attack on Tel 


Filipino given 3 months to 
avert death penalty in UAE 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) supreme court 
agreed on Saturday to give 
a Filipino convicted of mur- 
der another three months to 
seek pardon from the vic- 
tim's relatives or face exe- 
cution. 

The lawyer defending 
John Acquino asked the 
court for more time after he 
failed to locate those rela- 
tives who had earlier sent a 
letter to the court from their 
home in Britain demanding 
the death punishment. 

“The judge agreed on the 
defence's request. He gave 
him three months ^m 
today and this is his last 
chance," a court official told 
AFP 

. “The defence said he 
could not find those rela- 
tives but will continue his 
search." 

Acquino was given five 
weeks la.st month to try to 
find the victim's family to 
plead for clemency and 
.save himself from the gal- 
lows. 

Under Islamic law, rela- 
tives of a murdered person 
can forgive the killer and 
accept diyya (blood 
money), which was doubled 
in the UAE three years ago 
to IS0,(X)0 dirhams 
($40,800). 

Legal sources said 
Acquino could be jailed for 
a short period or released 
immediately if the victim's 
relatives accepted blood 
money. 

The Philippine govern- 


ment has been involved in 
Acquino's case and has 
asked its ambassador in the 
UAE, Roy Seneres, to do 
his best to save the man. 
Embassy officials have 
been present in court 
through all trials. 

The supreme court began 
trying Acquino on Dec. 28 
afier he was sentenced to 
death by a lower court in 
the northern emirate of 
Ajman for killing his col- 
league Harbajan Singh in 
1989. His appeal was 
rejected by another local 
court prompting his lawyer 
to appeal at the supreme 
court. 

Acquino, in his 20s. has 
pleaded guilty to stabbing 
Harbajan to death and injur- 
ing another Indian col- 
league with a kitchen knife 
during a drinking spree. But 
he insisted it was an act of 
self-defence as he felt 
threatened by the two. 

"The verdict was set 
today for June 6. The 
defendent can save his life 
but this depends on whether 
the next of kin are willing to 
pardon him.. .if they insist 
on punishment, the verdict 
will be execution." the court 
official said. 

Execution in the UAE is 
carried out by a firing squad 
and the sentence must be 
ratified by the president. 

In a similar case a few 
years ago. a Filipino con- 
victed of murder in Abu 
Dhabi was saved from 
death when his victim'.s rel- 
atives accepted diyya. 


of five 
in Beirut 


Aviv airport in which 26 
people were killed. He was 
freed in 1985 in a prisoner 
exchange between Israel and 
Palestinian guerrillas. 

Faisal Salman, mam^ng- 
editor of the leftist Al Safir 
daily and brother of its pub- 
lisher, wrote a moving col- 
umn in Saturday's edition 
and suggested that the 
alleged Red Array members 
were victims. 

“Kozo Okamoto did not 
commit a crime in Lebanon. 
Kozo Okamoto has been 
sick for many years because 
of the torture in Israeli pris- 
ons ... Is it possible that he 
can a forger of a pass- 
portr* 

That was a reference to 
Okamoto's failing mental 
health after his release in 
1985. He was described by 
Israeli officials at the time as 
a “vegciable." Unconfirmed 
Lebanese press reports have 
said that he had brain- 
washed as a dog and barked 
whenever food was offered 
to him. 

Mr. Salman described 
Okamoto as part of the 
Arabs' ‘^ride and dignity" 
and called him “Our guest" 

“fs this the way an Arab 
honours his guest?" asked 
Mr. Salman. 

’*Kozo Okamoto is a 
humanitarian cause ... The 
least that can be done is that 
he be considered a political 
refugee in Lebanon." Mr. 
Salman wrote. 

“Okamoto. our houses and 
hearts are (.open) for you. 
Okamoto, our beloved." 


Yemen 
steps up 
pressure 
on tribal 
kidnappers 

SANAA (AFP) — Yemen 
on Saturday stepped up 
pressure on tribesmen 
holding seven German 
tourists by sending new 
security units and heli- 
copters to die clan's hide- 
out. while mediation 
efforts were also under- 
way. officials said. 

“New units, with the sup- 
port of helicoptets, have 
been sent today" to the 
Wadi Marya region in 
Dabaan ^^ey in southern 
Yemen, where armed gun- 
men are holed up with the 
hostages, smd an official in 
the region. 

“A representative of the 
security forces is due to 
start negotiations with the 
kidnappers" who are 
demanding a ransom of $7 
million ^m the Yemeni 
government,' the official 
added. 

The reinforcements are 
designed to put pressure on 
the kidnappers, and are not 
preparing a military opera- 
tion to free the hostages, 
the official said. 

The seven Germans, who 
were touring southern 
Yemen by motorbike, were 
smuched on Monday by up 
to 50 armed men in 
Mukalla. around 770 kilo- 
metres southeast of Sanaa. 

The foreign ministry in 
Bonn on Friday dampened 
earlier optimism that the 
seven bikers, all men aged 
between 30 and 40, were 
on the verge of being 
freed. 

But the director of the 
agency which arranged the 
Germans' motorcycle tour 
said he expected the kid- 
nappers to release their 
hostages this weekend. 

‘The affair should reach a 
happy conclusion toni^t 
or tomorrow morning after 
the authorities accept^ the 
mediation of a trib^ chief 
at the request of the 
tourists," stud Mohammed 
All. 

“In recognition of the 
hospitality of their captors, 
the tourists have ask^ the 
authorities not to resort to 
force and to accept media- 
tion by a tribal chief to 
reach a rapid settlement of 
this aff^,” Mr. Ali stud. 

No confirmation of this 
could be obtained either 
from Yemeni officials or 
tiie German embassy in 
Sanaa. 



Israeli warplanes 
and artillery bomb 
S. Lebanese villages 

SIDON (Agencies) — Israeli warplanes and artillery 
pounded suspected gueiriUa positions in South Lebanon 
Saturday, securi^ officials said. 

Two Israeli wa^lanes fired four air-to-surfoce missiles 
at guerrilla positions in [qlim Al Tufoh, a stronghold of 
the Iranian-backed HizboUah group, die officials said, 
speaking on customary condition of anonymity. 

Israeli troops also fired Howitzer shells at suspected 
Hizbollah positions in Iqlim AJ Tufah, just across from an 
Israeli-occupied border enclave. 

There was no word on casualties from the iutacks, offi- 
cials said. Iqlim Al Tufah is 20 kilometres southeast of 
Sidon. provincial capital of South Lebanon. 

Israel says it maintains the border strip to protect its 
northern territories from cross-border guerrilla attacks. 

The jets fired four missiles at Hiz^liah positions in 
the Jbaa area at around 1415 GMT in response to an 
attack by the militia on Israeli forces earlier in the day. 
police said. 

An Israeli military ^kesman confirmed the attack, 
which, he said was in response to a mortar attack on 
Israeli positions, but he declined to give details. 

Hizbollah said its forces attacked Israeli units an hour 
earlier near the central section of the "security zone" 
occupied by the Jewish state in South Lebmon since 
1985. 

The militia, which spearheads resistance to Israel's 
occupation of the buffer strip, said in a statement its 
forces caused “enemy casualties." 

But a spokesman for the Israeli-backed South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) militia said titere were no injuries after the 
Hizbollah attack. He added that Israeli artillery retaliat- 
ed by targetring the source of the attack. 

Lebanese police said around 60 shells landed near the 
villages of Jbaa, Humin and Jaguhh — opposite the 
central sector of the buffer strip. 

A security service source said a woman was lightly 
injured by falling glass after an Israeli shell landed near 
her house al Jbaa, but he added that she did not require 
hospital treatment. 

Israel has carried out eight other air raids on South 
Lebanon this year, which have wounded one Lebanese 
civilian and three guerrillas. 





Austrians black 
widow sentenced 
to life in jail 

VIENNA (R) — An 
Austrian court on Friday 
sentenc^ Elfriede 
Blauensteiner, dubbed the 
“black widow” by the 
media, to life imf^son- 
ment for poisoning an 
elderiy male pensioner 
with fatal doses of med- 
ication. The court in 
Kreras. 50 kilometres 
west of Vienna, found 
Blauensteiner. 66. gnilty 
of the murder of 77-year- 
old Alois Pichler. The ^ 
case had all the elements 
of a Hollywood thriller. 
Blauensteiner was 

accused of placing adver- ; 
tisements in newspt^rs i 
to meet rich, elderiy men, 
allegedly poisoning her | 
victims and then gam- ! 
bling away the money 
they left her in their wills. 

Spice Girls a fait with 
Thatcher and Fergie 

LONDON (R) — 

Britain's duchess of York 
knows all their names, 
opi^^itiOD leader Tony 
Blair managed only foree 
out of five and Mai^aret 
Thatcher sent them a 
Christmas card. The Spice i 
Giris, a feisty quintet who : 
say former Prime | 
Minister Thatcher is their | 
role model, dominate 
British pop music and 
shot to number one in the 
U.S hit parade with thdr 
first sin^e. a feat never 
achieved by the Beatles. 

But the Daily Muror 
found some celebrities 
had trouble naming all 
five — Mel C, Emma, 
Victoria. Geri and Mel B. 
Opposition Labour Party 
leader Blair, who played 
lead guitar in a studbnt 
pop group, could not 
remember the names of 
two members of the group 
when asked. 

Peruvians invited 
to audition for 
hostage film 

LIMA (R) — Peru and 
Marxist rebels holding 72 
hostages may be far from 
ending the 79-day crisis at 
the Japanese ambas- 
sador's residence, but a 
film dramatising the siege 
starts casting on Tuesday. 

A U.S.-Peruvian joint 
venture announced on 
Thursday it will hold 
auditions to choose 1,C^ 
extras who will represent 
the guests at a lavish 
cockt^l party stormed on < 
Dec. 1 7 by some 20 heav- 
ily armed Tupac Amaru 
Revolutionary Movement 
(MRTA) rebels. The film 
will concentrate on the 
protagonists inside the 
residence, with the main 
characters being key 
hostages Foreign Minister 
Francisco Tudela and 
Japanese Ambassador 
Morihisa Aoki. Peruvian 
filmmaker Video Mundo 
said. 

No more sausage 
sandwiches, 
inmate pleads 

TURIN, (R) — An Italian 
man accused of being a 
member of the mafia 
pleaded with prison v- 
authorities on Thur^y 
for mercy — no more 
sausage sandwiches. 
“We’ve had enough of 
mortadella, we can't take 
it any more,” Giuseppe 
Calascibetta, 46, shouted 
fiom behind in a 
high-security prison 
courtroom where he and 
others are on trial for the 
murder in 1992 of anti- 
mob Judge Paolo 
Borsellino. Mortadella is 
a popular type of 
.processed sausage from 
the northern town of 
Bologna. “Ever since I 
got here the menu's been 
the same — a sandwich 
with a very thin slice of 
mortadella and in the 
evening, when we get 
back to our cells, they r* 
give us a potato," he said. 

‘The lucky ones get a lit- 
tle slice of ham." 





